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Cost of living continues to soar and maize deficit forecast for 
the 2006/07 consumption year 

 
There have been some improvements in food security in recent months, including increased relief food aid 
distributions that have been essential in providing some relief to food insecure households, good availability 
of wild foods for consumption and sale (e.g. mangoes, and edible worms), and the start of the green harvest.  
However, the overall food security situation in the country is expected to remain critical in 2006 due to the 
prevailing macroeconomic situation and poor food availability.   
 
Since March 2005, the annual rate of inflation measured by the Central Statistical Office (CSO) increased 
by about 490 percentage points to 613.2 percent in January 2006.  Conservative estimates predict that will 
reach 800 percent this year.  In January 2006, the price of maize grain in Harare was over 1,860 percent 
more than it was a year ago, and the price of bread was over 2,100 percent more than it was last February.  
All the increases were well above the annual rate of inflation for the same period and have been consistent 
for all basic commodities.  Consequently the cost of living continues to rise beyond the reach of poor 
households.   
 
With generally normal to above normal rainfall in the 2005/06, preliminary indications of maize production 
this year are for improved production compared to last year’s harvest of 550,000MT, but well below the 
1990’s average, and well below national consumption requirements estimated at between 1,600,000 and 
1,700,000 MT for 2006.   
 
In the past the Government of Zimbabwe has managed to import significantly more maize than expected.  
But this has happened at the expense of other basic needs and services for ordinary Zimbabweans.  Public 
health institutions, on which the poor depend, continue to face serious shortages of medicines.  The fuel 
crisis has persisted for more than five years, and roads are in disrepair.  Finally, most municipalities cannot 
maintain and upgrade their water reticulation and sewage systems to accommodate growing demand.   
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The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic emergency alerts when a significant food security crisis 
is occurring, where portions of the population are now, or will soon become, extremely food insecure and face imminent famine.   

Decision makers should give the highest priority to responding to the situations highlighted by this Emergency alert. 
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