
 
 

Widespread famine threatens southern Somalia 
 

The crisis in southern Somalia is rapidly deteriorating with continued pre-famine conditions evident throughout the 
affected areas.  About 2.1 people either face a humanitarian emergency or acute food and livelihood crises, 
according to the Somalia Food Security Assessment Unit’s Phase Classification System.  The possibility of a poor 
March – May or Gu season this year and the poor response to the crisis so far, mean there is a high risk of 
famine.   
 
In Gedo, Juba valley, Bay and Bakool regions, increased population movements have been reported during the 
last two weeks.  These movements are mainly towards permanent water sources and main towns in search of 
water, food, employment and social support.  Limited cross border population movements into Kenya were also 
reported in the Juba Valley and Gedo regions.   
 
Due to severe shortages, cereal prices continued to increase.  In the Juba Valley maize prices were more than 
200 percent higher than at this time during the last drought (February 2003).  Due to poor body condition and lack 
of demand in the local markets, livestock prices, especially for cattle, are less than 50 percent of February 2005 
prices.  Agropastoral and pastoral households in the south are squeezed between rising cereal prices and 
declining livestock prices.  Terms of trade between livestock and local cereals have dropped by more than 60 
percent in most of the reference markets.  Increased livestock deaths especially among cattle, sheep and goats 
have been reported in Gedo, Juba Valley and Bakool regions.   
 
The consensus climate outlook derived from the IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Centre models (ICPAC) 
and other climate centers indicate that there is an increased likelihood of near to below normal rainfall over much 
of the Greater Horn of Africa during the period from March to May 2006.  According to the forecast, there is a high 
probability that most of Somalia will receive near to below normal Gu rains.  The only exceptions are some 
coastal areas of Juba Valley and parts of Awdal Region in the North, which may receive near to above normal Gu 
rains.   
 
Another season of below normal rainfall in the breadbasket of the country will drive the current crisis even deeper 
and would likely result in famine among pastoral and agropastoral communities in Gedo and Juba Valley, where 
communities are already facing a humanitarian emergency (see the map).   
 
Since the crisis is likely to persist and has a high risk of deteriorating further, a strategy backed up with improved 
humanitarian response has to be put in place to mitigate the risk of widespread famine conditions. 
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FEWS NET acknowledges contribution from key partners especially FSAU, WFP, FAO, and World Vision and a number of 

Local NGOs.  For more information see http://www.fews.net/somalia. 

 
SOMALIA: FOOD SECURITY EMERGENCY 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic emergency alerts when a significant food security crisis is 
occurring, where portions of the population are now, or will soon become, extremely food insecure and face imminent famine. 

Decision makers should give the highest priority to responding to the situations highlighted by this Emergency alert.   

Issued: March 20, 2006 in collaboration with FAO/Food Security Analysis Unit (FSAU) 



 


