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NIGER: FOOD SECURITY WARNING 

Issued: 16 March 2006 
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic warnings when a food crisis is developing, where 
groups are now, or about to become, highly food insecure and take increasingly irreversible actions that undermine their future 

food security.  Decision makers should urgently address the situations highlighted by this Warning. 
 

Resurgence of high levels of food insecurity expected in 2006 
 

With a good cereal harvest, surplus bean 
production in some areas, good pasture and 
water conditions, reasonable terms of trade and 
increased income generating options, food 
access has improved for households in the 
extreme south of the country, the cash crop 
zone bordering Nigeria and the agro-pastoral 
and pastoral zones of the country.   
 

However, moderate and severe food insecurity 
remains in many parts of the country (see 
Figure 1) because of unfavorable market 
conditions, high cereal prices, localized 
insufficiency of milk and the exhaustion of food 
reserves because of the 2005 crisis.   
 

A joint SAP/FAO/WFP/FEWS NET mission 
concluded that 1,865,550 people face moderate 
or severe food insecurity in 2006.  Among them, 
1,001,797 are estimated to be extremely food 
insecure.  Food security conditions for these households as well as currently food secure populations are 
expected to deteriorate, as the dry season progresses and households stocks, pastures and water are all 
depleted.   
 

Millet prices are as high in February 2006 as they were in February 2005, despite the good harvest.  Without 
significant commercial imports, prices may rise further in the coming months further limiting household food 
access through markets.   
 

In the pastoral zones, such as Alabak, milk supply is insufficient because of the loss of female animals during the 
2005 crisis and because the female animals that did survive have not been able to reproduce and therefore 
produce milk.  For pastoral households whose diet depends heavily on milk, this could translate into a rapid 
deterioration of their nutritional status in the coming months.   
 

Admission rates in nutritional centers have dwindled since October 2005.  However, recent surveys confirm the 
persistence of structurally high rates of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) near the “severe” or emergency 
threshold set by the World Health Organization of 15 percent.  With the onset of the hunger season in May/June, 
seasonal increases in malnutrition are expected beyond the current high levels.   
 

Already, distress signs such as an abnormally high rural exodus and reductions in the food intake of affected 
households are being detected, especially in Keita, Ouallam, Douthci and Illela.   
 

Food security stakeholders are mobilizing their resources and strengthening coordination to prepare for the 
upcoming lean period which is expected to begin in May.  The government and its partners have finalized the 
National Emergency Plan, which is aimed at meeting the food and nutritional needs of 40% of the estimated 
1.8 million food insecure people.  The plan centers on creating or strengthening the capacities of 400 cereal 
banks, the sale of 20,000 tons for cereals at subsidized prices and possibly the free distribution of 30,000 tons of 
food aid.  In addition, about 56,853 severely malnourished children and 443,146 moderately malnourished 
children will be targeted for care through the provision of nutritional supplements and health education.   

Figure 1: March 2006 Highly food insecure areas 
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