
  

 

Uganda 
Food Security Warning 

 
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic warnings when a food crisis is developing, where groups 
are now, or about to become, highly food insecure and take increasingly irreversible actions that undermine their future food security.  

Decision makers should urgently address the situations highlighted by this Warning. 
December 2005 

 
Food insecurity continues, no signals to end of war in Northern Uganda: 

Gulu, Kitgum, Lira and Pader districts 
 
Over 1.4 million internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) continue to live in destitution in 
displacement camps in northern Uganda, where 
they face moderate to high food insecurity.  With 
no foreseeable resolution to the long running 
conflict with the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), 
high levels of food insecurity will almost certainly 
persist in the coming year.   
 
After nearly two-decades of war, the social order, 
community resilience and response mechanisms 
have all broken down.  Apart from food provided 
mainly through WFP, whose pipeline has only 
minimal shortages over the next four months, 
IDPs have only limited access to basic needs and 
services such as education, health, shelter, water 
and sanitation.  Most IDPs depend on 
humanitarian organizations to meet these basic 
needs and services.  But with such a large 
number of people scattered over wide areas, the 
ability of the government and humanitarian 
organizations to provide adequate security as 
well as deliver essential services is stretched.   
 
While the provision of humanitarian assistance 
has stabilized in Gulu, Kitgum, Pader and Lira, an 
estimated 41,000 to 98,000 IDPs in Adjumani and 
Apac districts are reportedly not receiving regular assistance because their status has not been verified and because of a lack of 
humanitarian organization in the areas.  In the Teso Sub-region (Soroti, Katakwi and Kaberamando) about 160,000 long term 
IDPs who have reestablished their livelihoods in settlements or returned home in 2004 remain a concern, but are generally food 
secure.   
 
Over the last year, improved knowledge of IDP needs derived through well coordinated assessments has led to significant 
improvements in humanitarian response, especially in the non-food sectors.  However, recent attacks on humanitarian 
organizations could seriously hamper their activities, limiting the monitoring of conditions and delivery of adequate assistance.  
Unfortunately, several peace initiatives to address this problem, spearheaded by indigenous communities, religious 
organizations, non-government organizations as well as the government, have yielded little success so far. 
 
OCHA has issued an appeal for over US $220 million to provide emergency humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable 
populations in Uganda in 2006.  The Consolidated Appeal aims to provide coordinated life saving inter-sectoral assistance, 
improve livelihoods and enhance the capacities of beneficiaries and national capacities.  Continued support of the programs 
outlined in the Consolidated Appeal is essential to maintain and improve food security amongst the IDP population.   
 

USAID FEWS NET-Uganda; Tel: 041-231140; Andrew Mutengu - amutengu@fews.net 
World Food Programme Uganda/VAM; Tel: 031-242000; Ernest Mutanga - Ernest.Mutanga@wfp.org 

 
For more information go to www.fews.net/uganda 

Figure 1: Districts with Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
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Source of data: UN agencies, 
Humanitarian Organizations  

Graphics: FEWS NET Uganda, 
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