
 
NIGER: FOOD SECURITY WARNING 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic warnings when a food crisis is developing, where groups are now, or about to 
become, highly food insecure and take increasingly irreversible actions that undermine their future food security.  Decision makers should urgently 

address the situations highlighted by this Warning. 

Issued: December 19, 2005 
 

Despite improvements in food availability and access, high levels of food insecurity 
prevail in localized areas  

 
The 2005 agricultural season ended in mid-October with over 3.6 million metric tons (MT) of cereals produced; a 
surplus of over 21,000 MT.  Favorable agricultural and pastoral conditions have improved food availability and access 
for urban and rural households.   
 
However, high levels of food insecurity continue to prevail in localized areas that were severely affected by the 
2004/05 crisis (See Figure 1).  In these areas, poor households’ food access is hampered by high debt levels, losses of 
productive assets and limited food reserves which are estimated to last only until December.  In these areas, food 
security is likely to deteriorate in the coming months. 
 
In some of these areas, child malnutrition rates 
remain unacceptably high.  A recent joint survey 
conducted by Centers for Disease Control, UNICEF 
and the government shows that severe acute 
malnutrition is about 2.8 percent among children 
between 6 to 35 month old in the region of Niamey.  
Another recent survey by Action Against Hunger 
found severe acute malnutrition rates of between 2.8 
and 5.4 percent, with global acute malnutrition rates 
of between 16.4 and 24.7 percent in Maradi and 
Tahoua.   
 
Markets have been reacting favorably to the 
improved agricultural and economic conditions 
through lower prices and increased food availability 
in rural and urban markets.  The price of millet was 
47 percent lower in November 2005 than at the peak 
of the crisis in August.  However millet prices remain 9 percent higher than the average price for November over the 
last 5 years, and there is some concern that millet prices could start to rise again in the near future.  If this were to 
happen, it would again pose a serious treat to food security by reducing food access especially for already food 
insecure households facing increasingly difficult conditions.   
 
Faced with rising food insecurity in localized areas of the country, the government and its partners are drafting a 
consensual and integrated plan which combines animal rehabilitation programs with cereal banks and animal feed 
banks.  Agencies involved nutritional programs are also formulating their response plans.  These plans need to be 
complementary and focus on not only the short term amelioration and mitigation of malnutrition and rising food 
insecurity, but also on longer term interventions to address the root causes of food insecurity and malnutrition.  Local 
communities, government technical services, NGOS and projects should be involved in every step of the plan in order 
to ensure its adaptability and adequate implementation. 
 

 
For more information see: www.fews.net/niger  

Figure 1: Food insecure areas of Niger 


