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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

 
Chad: Although this year's harvest was exceptionally good, 
food security remains fragile in deficit areas of Kanem,  
Logone Oriental and Moyen Chari. Refugees fleeing CAR 
into Chad face continued hardship as their needs go unmet.  

 
Ethiopia: With the meher harvest nearing completion, food 
security is improving in crop-dependent zones. But in So-
mali Region, failed October-December rains could lead to a 
more acute crisis in an area already severely food insecure. 

 
Somalia: Malnutrition rates among the chronically food 
insecure in the south remain high. With poor production 
prospects, increased civil instability, piracy and declining 
livestock prices, the food situation is expected to worsen. 

 
Zimbabwe: As the hunger season progresses, urban and 
rural food insecurity continues to rise. Even with good 
rains, another large cereal deficit is expected in 2006-07. 
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Urgent Action Required 

 
Djibouti: Poor October-December rains are likely to in-
crease levels of food insecurity in pastoral areas through 
March. 

 
Kenya: With the failure of the current rainy season in 
northern and eastern Kenya, the precarious food security 
outlook has become worse. Child malnutrition rates are at 
emergency levels, and pastoral livelihoods have been se-
verely affected. 

 
Malawi: Food security conditions have deteriorated amid 
very high prices, particularly in the heavily market depend-
ent south. However, increased food aid and other humani-
tarian assistance will help ameliorate these conditions.  

 
Mauritania: Good rains and cereal production, coupled 
with effective food aid interventions, have reduced the 
level of food insecurity in pastoral and farming areas. In 
poorer urban areas, however, food access is still precarious. 

 
Mozambique: Though severe food insecurity persists, the 
rains have begun bringing much needed relief to drought 
stricken areas. The humanitarian response has also in-
creased with the majority of food aid requirements for De-
cember and January now satisfied.   

 
Niger: Though food access and availability have improved 
following a good harvest, child malnutrition rates remain 
unacceptably high and food prices are above normal.     

 
Uganda: Following a decent harvest in Karamoja, condi-
tions there are improving. In northern Uganda, however, 
sporadic attacks on humanitarian organizations and person-
nel threaten the provision of services to IDPs, dimming 
prospects for their resettlement and adjustment.  

 
Sudan (southern): With the completion of the main har-
vest, food security has improved, but remains fragile, par-
ticularly in Northern Bar El Gazal, and is threatened by the 
increased rate of refugee resettlement. 
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 Situation improving  

  Situation deteriorating  

 
Situation has the potential to 
deteriorate  

Note: The alert status of a country 
represents the highest level of alert 
found within that country. The table 
above provides an indication of the 
scale of the crisis in each country.  

Significant Events Timeline 
 

Country  Population at Risk  
Food Aid Beneficiaries 

Number 

Chad 225,859 (Darfur, CAR) 
<115,000 (host pop.)  199,916 (refugees) 

Djibouti 150,000 100,000 

Ethiopia 8-9 million  8.2 million (PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 1.2 million 1.2 million  

Malawi 4.8 million 4.2 million 

Mauritania 1.86 million Over 400,000 

Mozambique 801,000 718,000 

Niger TBD in January TBD 

Somalia 1 million 92,700   

Uganda  2.1 million 2.1 million 

Zimbabwe 2.9-4.9 million  Not available 

More information on the web: www.fews.net 

 

WATCH: Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

 
Zambia: Food insecurity in the south and west is worsening 
as maize prices continue to rise due to limited supplies.  
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Greater Horn of Africa: Poor October to December rains exacerbate food crises in the region 

The food security situation among the pastoral and agropastoral communities in the Greater Horn of Africa (GHA) remains precari-
ous following the failure in some areas and delayed onset in other areas of the 2005 short rains (October- December).  The short 
rains normally provide water and pasture at a critical time, interrupting the long dry season ahead of the main March - May 
rains.  When the short rains fail, livestock face an extended dry season.  This year's short rains season is particularly vital as it fol-
lows successive rainfall failures in recent years, which have adversely affected the food security of pastoralists and agropastoralists 
in the GHA.  
 
This year, rainfall performance in the region has generally been below normal for pas-
toral and agropastoral areas (see Figure 1).  In key agricultural areas of southern Somalia 
and agro-pastoral areas of southern Ethiopia and parts of southeastern Sudan, the season 
has failed, with only minimal precipitation recorded between October and early Decem-
ber.  In addition, key pastoral areas in southern Ethiopia, central Somalia and northern 
Kenya have seen similarly poor conditions.  Though less affected, the marginal agricul-
tural areas of southeastern Kenya after a late start received less than 50 percent of normal 
rainfall amounts.   
  
In southern Somalia, the food security situation is rapidly deteriorating and extremely 
alarming, especially in the agropastoral and pastoral areas of Gedo and Juba re-
gions.  Cattle deaths have been reported in the hinterland of Gedo and Juba regions, due 
to the lack of pasture and water.  Rangeland resources were depleted early in the tradi-
tional grazing areas due to the below normal Gu 2005 (April-June) rains, which forced 
an early and unusual movement of people and livestock towards the Juba River and 
coastal areas of Kismayo.  The condition of livestock is poor, reducing milk production 
and lowering livestock prices.  Cattle prices in Gedo and Juba Valley regions are signifi-
cantly lower than normal.  Over the last seven months, cattle prices have decreased by 46 
percent in Bardera (Gedo) and 50 percent in Afmandow (Lower Juba), seriously affect-
ing food access through a worsening of the terms of trade between livestock sales and 
purchases of cereals.   
  
Following successive failed rainfall seasons in southern and southeastern Ethiopia and 
especially in the Somali Region, where over 500,000 people are currently receiving food aid, favorable October-December rains 
would have provided critical relief.  Instead, poor rains are likely to maintain or increase the level of extreme food insecurity.  
  
In Kenya, the 2005 short rains season failed to establish in critical areas by the second month of the season.  Food insecurity, espe-
cially in the eastern and northern pastoral districts, deteriorated, and the dry season was extended.  Livestock mortalities increased 
markedly, and rates of child malnutrition are alarmingly high in several pastoral districts.  The most severely affected districts are 
Wajir, Mandera and parts of Marsabit.  Significant parts of these districts are now classified by the Kenya Food Security Steering 
Group as facing emergency conditions.  While the WFP emergency operation is expected to address current food needs in these ar-
eas, livelihoods have been compromised and will take several years to recover. 
  
In Djibouti, food insecurity in rural areas has worsened due to delayed and poor rains during their main July-September season.  
Poor off-season rains (October-February) in coastal dry season areas will exacerbate the already serious situation. Water is becoming 
scarce, and animal body conditions are deteriorating.  Livestock deaths are reported in some areas. The situation is particularly seri-
ous in the northwest and southeast border pastoral zones. Although WFP food aid distributions are currently meeting most food 
needs, the number of food insecure pastoralists may increase during the coming months.   
  
With little prospect of significant additional rainfall, food security conditions are likely to continue to deteriorate quickly during the 
long dry season between January and March, when people will be faced with high rates of malnutrition, livestock deaths and distress 
sales, crop failure, increased livestock and human disease, and loss of human life.  It is critical that in all affected areas, humanitar-
ian organizations, donors and governments intensify efforts to mitigate the crisis as it worsens. 

Figure 1:  Sep. -  Nov. 2005 precipitation as 
percentage of normal   

 

 
(FEWS NET NOAA) 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) is a USAID-funded activity that monitors and reports on food insecurity conditions in 24 countries in 
Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as Afghanistan, while strengthening regional and national early warning and food security organizations through 
networking and capacity development. This summary is based on FEWS NET regular monitoring and reporting and provides executive decision-makers with an 
overview of the food security situation in Africa, focusing on countries covered by FEWS NET as well as non-FEWS NET countries (where possible). Countries 

currently under ‘Alert’ are highlighted and prioritized for urgent action. More detailed alert statements are available for the countries in this Executive Overview can 
be found on the FEWS NET website at www.fews.net. For further information, contact Gary Eilerts at USAID/DCHA/FFP (202-219-0500) and Chuck Chopak at 

Chemonics International (202-955-7589), or email info@fews.net. 


