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Malawi 
Food Security Warning 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic warnings when a food crisis is developing, where 
groups are now, or about to become, highly food insecure and take increasingly irreversible actions that undermine their future food 

security.  Decision makers should urgently address the situations highlighted by this Warning. 

  Issued: November 4, 2005 

Figure 1: Areas at risk of food 
insecurity (April 2005-March 2006) 
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MVAC Scenario 1 (K19-23/kg) 

 

Deteriorating food security crisis with rapidly increasing needs 
 

According to the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC) assessment conducted in May 2005, 
between 4.2 million and 4.6 million people will be food insecure between April 2005 and March 2006 and require 
between 272,000 MT to 423,000 MT of food aid or its cash equivalent.  However, due to insufficient timely 
maize imports resulting in high maize prices, and an inadequate humanitarian response, food security conditions 
are expected to deteriorate and needs increase beyond the originally assessed levels.   
 
Households in the south, especially in parts of Zomba, Machinga, 
Phalombe, Nsanje, Chikwawa, Mwanza and Neno districts, were 
affected by dry spells and an early end to the rainy season, which 
adversely affected crop production in 2004/05.  Households in 
these areas began to face food deficits ranging from 30 – 70 
percent of their annual food needs in June 2005.  Figure 1 shows 
the location and severity of anticipated food insecurity.   
 
Due to resource constraints during the early part of the 
humanitarian operation, only 55 percent of the population in need 
was targeted with food aid.  At the same time an increasing 
number of households ran out of food stocks earlier than normal 
and turned to the market to meet their food needs.  However, poor 
crop production, increased demand and low import and food aid 
levels have resulted in steep increases in staple cereal prices, 
especially in the worst affected areas of the south.  High staple 
cereal prices mean poor households can access little or no food 
through markets, increasing their food gaps and leaving them 
highly food insecure.   
 
The MVAC assessment provided two scenarios of food insecurity 
between April 2005 and March 2006, based on two maize price 
ranges.  The worst case scenario, or scenario 2, estimated that 4.6 
million people would need 423,000 MT of food aid or its cash 
equivalent should maize prices reach between MK32/KG and 
MK40/KG.  Already at the beginning of the hunger season maize 
prices are above MK32/KG and rising in many markets in the 
southern region and along the lakeshore, indicating that even 
greater needs during the remainder of the hunger season are likely.  The MVAC is currently updating its 
assessment and will provide revised needs by the end of November.   
 
If there is not a rapid increase in food aid distributions or in official commercial maize supplies, the situation 
could deteriorate into a serious food security emergency, worse than the 2002/03 crisis.  It is imperative that all 
stakeholders increase the level of effort to make sure that the situation is contained.  This is particularly important 
now as the number of people in need is expected to increase between October – December and then peak between 
January and March 2006.   


