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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

 
Chad: Increased tension and insecurity in areas hosting 
Sudanese refugees threaten to disrupt the supply of humani-
tarian assistance to refugee camps. This would lead to a 
serious deterioration in the food security of refugees.  

 
Ethiopia: Though the meher production outlook is good, 
households in some lowland areas and a high proportion of 
pastoralists will continue to be extremely food insecure. 
Record high cereal prices and pockets of acute malnutrition 
remain, especially in pastoral areas. 

 
Somalia: While food security conditions have improved in 
the north, poor crop production, floods and conflict have 
exacerbated the humanitarian crisis in the south. 

 
Sudan (southern): Food security has improved following 
the onset of the main sorghum and groundnut harvest. 
However, due erratic rainfall in August, above normal sea-
sonal flooding and the early consumption of some crops, 
the harvest may not last through the end of the dry season.  

 
Zimbabwe: As the hunger season continues, food insecurity 
in both urban and rural areas is worsening. Shortages of 
seeds and inputs are likely to result in another large cereal 
deficit in 2006-07. 
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Urgent Action Required 

 
Djibouti: Recent rains have brought temporary improve-
ments to drought affected areas, but these improvements 
will not last through the Oct-Feb dry season. 

 
Kenya: The food security of farmers in the southeastern 
and coastal lowlands and pastoralists in the northeast has 
worsened. Household food stocks are depleted, while live-
stock prices drop and rates of child malnutrition are rising. 

 
Malawi: Food security conditions are rapidly deteriorating 
as prices are increasing earlier than normal. The impact is 
greatest in the heavily market dependent south. 

 
Mauritania: Good rains and cereal production coupled 
with food aid interventions have improved food security 
conditions. Price instability is still a concern.  

 
Uganda: In Karamoja, a good rainy season has improved 
harvest prospects, livestock conditions and terms of trade. 
Mortality rates in northern Uganda’s IDP camps are high. 

 
Eritrea: Cereal prices and malnutrition rates remain high. 
Good rains have improved production prospects for the 
main harvest, but the supply of available labor is limited. 

 
Niger: Food security conditions are improving as food 
prices decline and the harvest reaches markets.  The impact 
of this year’s crisis will make enduring next year’s hunger 
period more difficult. (See back page.) 
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 Situation improving  

  Situation deteriorating  

 
Situation has the potential to 
deteriorate  

Note: The alert status of a country 
represents the highest level of alert 
found within that country. The table 
above provides an indication of the 
scale of the crisis in each country.  

Significant Events Timeline 
 

Country  Population at Risk  
Food Aid Beneficiaries 

Number 

Chad 223,359 (Darfur, CAR) 
<115,000 (host pop.)  199,916 

Djibouti 150,000 100,000 

Eritrea 2.2 million 1.3-1.4 million 

Ethiopia 8-9 million  8.2 million (PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 1.2 million 1.2 million  

Malawi 4.2-4.6 million 4.2 million 

Mauritania 1.856 million Over 400,000 

Mozambique 587,500 430,00 planned 
130,000 actual 

Niger 2.5 million 461,308 

Somalia 1 million 228,089 

Uganda  2.69 million 2.69 million 

Zimbabwe 2.9-4.9 million  Not available 

More information on the web: www.fews.net 
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Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

 
Mozambique:  With poor crop production, resource con-
straints on food aid and high food prices, the current hunger 
season is likely to be severe.  

 
Zambia: Food insecurity in the south and west is worsening 
as maize prices continue to rise due to limited supplies.  
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Niger: Despite improving conditions, 2006 set to be a difficult year 

Food security conditions are improving in Niger, but the impact of the 2004/05 crisis will continue to be felt in 2006. Staple cereal 
prices have declined significantly, and a good, potentially record harvest is coming to the market in many areas. Livestock conditions 
have greatly improved, increasing pastoralists’ ability to buy grain and consume milk. 
 
Overall food access and availability have improved for most households. As a result, the Government of Niger decided to reconsti-
tute their strategic reserves and end free food distribution on October 10.  
 
An analysis of 2006 cereal prices shows steep decreases over the last six weeks bringing millet prices close to their five-year average. 
Though these prices remain above the low levels experienced in 2003 and 2004, there is some concern that if prices fall too far, farm-
ers will be unable to get a reasonable return on their crops.  
 
This year’s crisis has severely eroded the viability of the livelihoods 
of many Nigeriens who are more vulnerable than ever to food inse-
curity. Many households have liquidated productive assets, such as 
livestock, and accrued high levels of debt to survive this year. These 
households will have to use a significant portion of their income 
from this year’s harvest to repay debts. Unfortunately, these debt 
repayments come at a time when grain prices will be at their lowest, 
increasing the proportion of the harvest that households will have to 
use to repay their debts.  
 
Households who lost their assets and are now destitute and need 
immediate and continued assistance in order to reconstitute their 
productive assets and reestablish viable livelihoods. Households will 
need assistance to repay loans, reconstitute livestock herds and re-
gain access to agricultural land, among other things.  
 
As a result of this year’s crisis, many households are likely to face 
early food shortages in 2006. An early start to the hunger season is 
likely to coincide with high cereal prices, increased cereal needs and 
reduced purchasing power. Changes in regional markets dynamics remain a significant concern and could result in continuing high 
cereal prices in 2006, further restricting household access though the year and especially during the hunger season.  
 
Niger faces extremely high rates of chronic malnutrition, caused by a wide range of factors including inadequate supplies of potable 
water, poor sanitation practices, endemic diseases (e.g. malaria), inadequate health coverage and insufficient access to food, espe-
cially for poor households.  This, combined with the expectation of a long and severe hunger season next year, makes it likely that 
high acute malnutrition rates will again pose a threat in 2006. Humanitarian agencies should begin preparations now to respond to 
high levels of food insecurity and malnutrition in 2006. 
 

Niger: Critical Events Timeline 

 

Niger 2006 Millet Prices: Weeks 35—41  
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The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) is a USAID-funded activity that monitors and reports on food insecurity conditions in 20 countries in Africa as well 
as in Afghanistan and Haiti, while strengthening regional and national early warning and food security organizations through networking and capacity development. This sum-
mary is based on FEWS NET regular monitoring and reporting and provides executive decision-makers with an overview of the food security situation in Africa, focusing on 

countries covered by FEWS NET as well as non-FEWS NET countries (where possible). Countries currently under ‘Alert’ are highlighted and prioritized for urgent action. More 
detailed alert statements are available for the countries in this Executive Overview can be found on the FEWS NET website at www.fews.net. For further information contact 

William Whelan at USAID/DCHA/FFP (202-712-5001) and Roy Stacy at Chemonics International (202-955-7595), or email info@fews.net. 


