FEWS NET NETWORK DEVELOPMENT
FAMINE EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS NETWORK

Cooperation and collaboration to improve food security early warning

FEWS NET AND NETWORK DEVELOPMENT
Network Development is a dedicated effort to strengthen cooperation and linkages
among food security partners. Under the network concept, stakeholders - whether
national or international, governmental or non-governmental - are peers linked by
cross-cutting information needs and collaborative analytical processes. The network
approach emphasizes partnership, coordination, and shared analytical outputs. It aspires
to rigorous, relevant analytical network driven processes that continue despite changing
political dynamics, rotation of personnel, or the withdrawal of a specific stakeholder.

FEWS NET IN BRIEF
Created by USAID in response to the 1984
famines in East and West Africa, the Famine
Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS
NET) provides early warning and integrated,
forward-looking analysis of the many factors
that contribute to food insecurity. FEWS NET
aims to:
•

Inform decision-makers and
contribute to their emergency
response planning

•

Support partners in conducting
early warning analysis and
forecasting

•

Provide technical assistance to
partner-led initiatives

THE PARTNERSHIP IN PRACTICE
For more than three decades, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET)
has worked closely with national, regional, and international food security partners to
improve the availability of evidence-based food security analysis. The essential lesson
of that experience is that progress toward sustained, locally-owned processes is most
likely when the vision and the work is shared by a network of institutions. The greatest
gains and efficiencies come when institutions and agencies recognize their mutual
interdependence, see the benefits in cooperation, and agree to share and exchange data,
analysis, and expertise.

FEWS NET’S NETWORK
DEVELOPMENT VISION
FEWS NET contributes measurably to
improved food security by enhancing the
ability of local networks to access data and
produce evidence-based analysis that will
influence, inform, and inspire action.

FEWS NET has operationalized a Network Development Strategy through which it seeks to enhance the development of durable,
effective, and sustained information networks and environments in food-insecure countries and regions. This approach is
implemented through localized, context-specific national and regional strategies that are developed in consultation with food
security partners involved in the targeted network.
Food security networks, where they exist, vary greatly. They may comprise some combination of national ministries and science
agencies, regional bodies, national and international non-governmental organizations, United Nations agencies, universities,
research groups, or others. In some places, donor governments play a financial and technical role.
www.fews.net
fewsnetinfo@fews.net
Twitter: @FEWSNET

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this document does
not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for International
Development or the United States Government

