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Rainfall deficits likely to harm cropping activities in parts of Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and Madagascar
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1. Both delayed start 
and poor distribution of 
rainfall since the beginning 
of the October-December 
rainy season have led to moisture deficits and below-
average ground conditions across northern Kenya and 
parts of southern Somalia. With the season already 
coming to an end, the potential for recovery is unlikely.

2. While the western parts and bimodal sector of northern 
Tanzania have received above-average rains, the south-
central portions of the country have continued to 
experience poor rains since late November. This has 
already negatively impacted vegetation conditions in the 
region. The forecast enhanced rains during the next week 
may help to relieve dryness.

3. A prolonged delay of the onset of the rainy season and an 
erratic rainfall distribution during November have resulted in 
developing dryness across eastern Zambia, southern Malawi, and 
western Mozambique. Moderate to locally heavy rains are forecast 
to continue and are expected to improve conditions on the grounds.

4. Insufficient rains since mid-November has resulted in large rainfall deficits, likely negatively impacting cropping activities 
across southeastern Zimbabwe, southern Mozambique, and along coastal southwestern Madagascar. The forecast light rains 
during the next seven days could potentially worsen ground conditions.
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Temperatures
 Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° C below-normal across 

Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan from 
December 14-20, while seasonal temperatures prevailed 
across the remainder of Central Asia. Minimum 
temperatures ranged from -18 to -14° C across north-
central Kazakhstan during mid-December. Light freezes 
were common across the lowlands of western and 
southern Afghanistan. During the next week, below-
normal temperatures are expected to continue for 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
Freezing temperatures are forecast for the second 
consecutive week across the lowlands of western and 
southern Afghanistan. Minimum temperatures lower 
than -30° C are forecast for the highest elevations of 
northeast Afghanistan and Tajikistan.

Precipitation
 Rain and snow fell throughout the region from 

December 15-21 with the heaviest amounts (greater 
than 25 mm, liquid equivalent) across south-central Kazakhstan and the mountains of Tajikistan. According to the CPC-unified dataset, 
precipitation deficits are at or above 50 mm across southeast Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and parts of Tajikistan. During the next week, light 
rain and snow is forecast to be limited to southern Kazakhstan, western Uzbekistan, northern Afghanistan, and western Tajikistan.

1. Since the start of the second rainy season, 
poor rains have led to below-average 
vegetation conditions across northwestern 
Dominican Republic. Suppressed rains are 
forecast during the next outlook period, which 
could worsen dryness over the region.

2. Rainfall since August has been erratic 
and below-average across southwestern 
Dominican Republic and parts of the Ouest 
department of Haiti. The poorly distributed seasonal 
rains have worsened ground conditions as supported by 
strengthening negative NDVI anomalies. With light rain forecast, 
dryness is expected to continue into the next week.


