
  

 

 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) 
Ethiopia Food Security Specialist- Enumerator and Monitor Coordinator (FSS-EMC) 

Scope of Work 
 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) is an integrated set of activities funded by the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID) intended to provide timely, accurate, evidence-based, and 
transparent food security early warning information and analysis. Created in 1985 in response to famines in East 
and West Africa, FEWS NET provides global coverage through a mix of presence and remote monitoring. FEWS 
NET’s work is implemented across several pillars by a team of partners that includes NASA, NOAA, USGS, 
Kimetrica, and Chemonics International (Chemonics). Chemonics implements FEWS NET’s integrated emergency 
food insecurity analysis through a Washington-based technical office and more than 20 field offices. 

 
Based on an in-depth understanding of local livelihoods, FEWS NET analysts monitor information and data on 
factors that affect food security, such as weather conditions and climate, crops, pasture, markets and trade, and 
nutrition. FEWS NET produces regular reports, including Food Security Outlooks and Outlook Updates, 
emergency alerts, market and price updates, and global weather hazards. FEWS NET makes reports available at 
www.fews.net and distributes them globally to governments, relief agencies, and other organizations engaged 
in humanitarian response and development programs. 
 
The seventh phase of FEWS NET (FEWS NET 7) began in 2019 and relies on close collaboration with 
international, regional, and national partners on food security analysis. Major activities include joint monitoring 
and assessments, data exchanges, collaborative analysis and report writing, and technical capacity 
strengthening. FEWS NET supports local and regional food security networks to contribute to achieving the 
global objective of food security for all. 
 
Background 

FEWS NET/Chemonics’ food security analyses, early warning, and food assistance decision-support rely on an in-
depth understanding, monitoring, and analysis of data and information including staple food, cash crop, 
livestock, and labor markets. Food Security Specialist- Enumerator and Monitor Coordinators (FSS-EMC) play an 
integral role in these efforts including but not limited to the supervision, coordination, and training of primary 
data collectors (enumerators and monitors) and the analysis of data relevant to food security early warning 
efforts. FEWS NET/Chemonics Ethiopia collects primary cross-border trade data.  In 2019, as monitoring 
requirements have intensified, FEWS NET/Chemonics established a market and price monitoring system, 
covering 22 market centers across Ethiopia. In December 2019, the price data enumerators were trained on data 
collection and transmission best practices. Monitoring efforts may be expanded to including additional market 
and livelihoods data in the future. Both price and cross-border trade enumerators require supervision and 
technical support to ensure the overall quality of FEWS NET primary data collection efforts.  

 
Position Description 
The Ethiopia Food Security Specialist- Enumerator and Monitor Coordinator (FSS-EMC) supports the technical 
and administrative functions of the Ethiopia country office (CO). The FSS-EMC will be responsible for the 
technical and administrative management of the FEWS NET/Chemonics Ethiopia field enumerators (price and 
cross-border trade) and efficient, focused food security monitoring and early warning analysis. He/she will also 
provide support to other FEWS NET/Chemonics Ethiopia technical staff, as requested, under the management of 
the Country Representative (CR) including: 
 

http://www.fews.net/
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Food security analysis (~33% of the time) 

• Efficient, focused food security monitoring, data collection, assessments, and early warning analysis; 

• Effective communication of early warning analysis to partners and decision-makers through 
contributions to high quality reports and briefings and formal and informal meetings; 

• Close collaboration with key network partners with more diffuse field presence, such as WFP, FAO, 
OCHA and UNICEF, among others; 

• Network development through capacity strengthening with respect to FEWS NET’s tools and analysis; 

Enumerator coordination and support (~66% of the time) 

• Effective recruitment and supervision of price and cross-border trade enumerators in coordination with 
CR;  

• Management and reporting of FEWS NET Ethiopia’s market data and information.  

 
Activities and responsibilities  
The primary objective of the FSS-EMC in Ethiopia is to collect information on food security drivers and outcomes 
through: field visits in the country, security permitting; collaboration with local partners; and desk reviews of 
available secondary data. The FSS-EMC will also assist the DCR (Deputy Country Representative) and CR to 
provide quality control for market monitoring in Ethiopia and will help ensure that activities and products are 
delivered in a timely manner. The FSS-EMC will ensure market and price enumerators collect and transmit 
market data on a weekly basis, following established protocols and procedures. The FSS-EMC will compile and 
analyze market data on a monthly basis and send those data and analyses to the CR to inform regular food 
security reporting and any additional FEWS NET activities. To achieve this objective, the main activities of the 
FSS-EMC in Ethiopia include, but are not limited to:  
 

• Maintain and update FEWS NET/Chemoincs’ food security monitoring databases in Ethiopia. This 
includes but is not limited to the commodity price database, and other technical databases covering 
rainfall, agricultural production, population, historical assistance flows, etc. This will also include 
organizing and analyzing food security data and information collected by FEWS NET; 

• Participating in technical activities including early warning, livelihoods and vulnerability assessments, 
markets and trade assessments and analyses and developing/strengthening networks. Participate in 
rapid rural assessments in food insecurity-affected areas throughout the country when deemed 
necessary; 

• Collaborating with national, regional, and international partners in food security monitoring and 
analysis, including through the implementation of the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 
protocols 

• Assisting the CR and DCR in developing and maintaining strong, collaborative, and professional relations, 
both formal and informal, with the USAID Mission, the U.S. Embassy, and U.N. agency technical 
contacts, government ministries, and key national and international NGOs to facilitate technical 
exchanges, promote consensus-building, and resolve potential conflicts 

• Contributing to the documentation and files of the project and updating essential data used in early 
warning and food security monitoring and assessment 

• Conducting field assessments of food security conditions either independently of jointly with partners to 
the extent that the security situation allows 

• Providing information requested by the CR and DCR for all monthly reporting requirements, including 
Food Security Outlooks, Outlook Updates, and key messages; regular briefings to the US Government 
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and other partners 

• Representing FEWS NET as needed at relevant sectoral working groups and using them as an 
opportunity to also advance the network development strategy for the country 

• Contributing to other FEWS NET information products required locally and by the Washington-based 
technical team 

• Serve as the direct supervisor and contact point for all FEWS NET/Chemonics Ethiopia price and cross-
border trade enumerators. This includes administrative tasks such as confirming receipt of data to the 
country Office Manager (OMA) to allow for salary processing;  

• Provide enumerators with appropriate technical guidance and training to assist them in generating and 
transmitting the required data reports. Assist in the development and delivery of training programs and 
enumerator data reporting templates and processes; 

• Ensure quality control and timely delivery of market data on prices and other contextual market 
information. Review monitoring data reports and follow up with enumerators when reports are late, 
unclear or incomplete; 

• Ensure that price data are prepared for transmission to the FEWS NET Data Warehouse (FDW).  

• Communicate with Price Enumerators to facilitate responses to ad hoc requests about market 
conditions from FEWS NET/Chemonics’ Ethiopia, regional, or Washington DC-based offices; 

• Ensure that FEWS NET/Chemonics data are delivered to relevant partners organizations;  

• Assist FEWS NET/Chemonics Ethiopia in the recruitment of additional enumerators as necessary. 

• Other related tasks that may be assigned from time to time.  

 Qualifications 
A) Education  
 

• Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) in a discipline directly relevant to FEWS NET’s work or provides central 
skills in food security analysis, including economics, agricultural economics, agronomy, statistics 
(required). Master’s degree desirable.    

 
B) Professional work experience 
 

• At least 5 years of proven and relevant work experience in the food security space (3 years required for 
candidates possessing a master’s degree or higher). Experience supervising primary data collectors and 
experience of working with the NGO community/UN agencies is highly desirable. Experience providing 
training and guidance is highly desirable.  

 
C) Technical skills 
 

• Knowledge of quantitative and qualitative research and food security data collection methods. 

• Strong organizational skills and ability to coach staff in prioritizing workload whilst maintaining a high 
standard of work; 

• Excellent planning, organizational, analytical and decision-making skills; 

• Demonstrated technical and managerial ability, sound judgment, ability to work effectively with others 
at all levels; and demonstrated leadership ability to inspire and empower others; 
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• Ability to effectively liaise with government, NGOs and other relevant stakeholders; 

• Excellent computer skills (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc.) 

• Excellent analytical and report-writing skills 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills. Demonstrated ability to interact positively with 
various food security stakeholders. Demonstrated ability to work and coordinate effectively with remote 
colleagues;   

• GIS applications and mapping skills (desirable) 

d) Language skills  

• Fluency in English language and written communication. Fluency and/or proficiency in one or more local 
languages is desirable.  

Reporting 
The FSS-EMC will be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and will work under the direct supervision of the FEWS 
NET/Chemonics Ethiopia CR and in coordination with Deputy Country Representative (DCR). The FSS-EMC will be 
required to travel within the country, security permitting. Some international travel may also be required. 
 
Application Information 
Chemonics International Inc. is looking for individuals who have a passion for making a difference in the lives of 
people around the world and demonstrate leadership, versatility, and integrity in their work. The full job 
description for the Ethiopia FSS-EMC position can be found at www.fews.net/vacancies. Interested candidates 
should fill out the general information form and upload their CV and a cover letter here: 
https://fewsnet.formstack.com/forms/ethiopia_fss_emc by January 15, 2020  
 
All application materials, including responses to the general information form, CVs, and cover letters, should be 
provided in English. The position is based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and is open to all qualified candidates. No 
telephone inquiries. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. 
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