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Climate and Vegetation 
 
Summary:  Continued rainfall beyond the normal end of the season has 
promoted near normal crop development in many areas of the country.  A recent 
Ministry of Agriculture/FAO survey concluded that while late season rains did 
reduce crop performance in some locations, the benefits of the rainfall in 
supporting late planted crops far out weighted the disadvantages.  Rainfall in the 
pastoral areas has improved pasture conditions, and while there are some 
patchy areas of dryness, conditions in the pastoral region are good.  
 
 
Late Season Rains Help Sustain Crop:  The current meher cultivation period 
was characterized by the late onset of rains – delayed by up to one month in 
some locations – and poorly distributed rains during crop germination and 
emergence. During a mid-season agricultural assessment in August, there was 
some concern that crop production would decline markedly as a result of the 
poor rains.  Fortunately, rainfall distribution improved during September, October 
and early November – well into the normal dry period – and this has promoted 
near normal crop development in many areas of the country. 
 
Field reports expressed alarm mid-way through the season that late rains would 
reduce cereal production by destroying cereal heads, in the case of teff, and 
fostering rot in others.  While this has occurred in some locations, recent crop 
performance information from the Ministry of Agriculture and FAO indicates that 
overall, late season rains did more good than harm.  Indeed in some locations of 
Ethiopia, the late rains allowed a double cropping of barley due to increased 
length of growing period, an opportunity that rarely occurs.   
 
 
Benefits to Pasture and Water Sources:  Just as the late rains improved 
agriculture conditions, they also benefited the livestock sector.  From parched 
drought conditions early this year, pastoral rains have improved access to 
pasture, browse and water in nearly all livestock pastoral areas (Figure 1).  
Conditions in Somali Region, which was hard hit by the drought, are improving 
with vegetation levels much above normal.  While there are some patchy areas 
of southern Borena and South Omo Zones where the lack of rainfall has led to 
much below-normal vegetative conditions, for the most part, conditions in the rest 
of the pastoral area are good, from Afar Region in the north to Southern Nations 
and Nationalities People’s Region (SNNPR) in the south.  As the pastoral rains 
end and dry season conditions begin, high levels of vegetative biomass are good 
signs that livestock will have sufficient fodder until the rains begin again in April.  
These improvements in the availability of pasture and water will help start the 
slow recovery of pastoralist livelihoods.  Based on this information and 
observations during a recent extended field assessment in the Somali Region, 
FEWS NET no longer places the Somali Region on its heightened watch list.   

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
 
Late Season Rains Help 
Sustain Crop 
 
Unseasonable but welcome 
rains foster near-normal 
production in many 
locations. 
 
 
 
 
Pasture and Water Benefit 
 
From parched drought 
conditions early this year, 
pastoral rains have 
improved access to pasture, 
browse and water in nearly 
all livestock areas. 
 
 
 
 
Diminishing Food 
Security Crisis 
 
Preliminary results from the 
national food needs 
assessment indicate that 
cereal production is near 
normal in the major 
production zones. The 
number of people requiring 
food aid assistance is 
expected to reduce in the 
coming months. 
 
 
 
  
Large numbers of people 
remain highly food insecure 
 
While there are positive 
signs that food security is 
improving, it is important to 
point out that large numbers 
of people remain extremely 
food insecure, particularly in 
the eastern half of the 
country, from Tigray Region 
in the north to Somali 
Region in the south.   
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Food Security Conditions and Prospects 
 
Summary:  Preliminary results from the national food needs assessment indicate 
that cereal production is near normal in the major production zones.  The number 
of people requiring food aid assistance is expected to decrease in the coming 
year.  While there are positive signs that food security is improving, it is important 
to note that large numbers of people remain extremely food insecure, particularly 
in the eastern half of the country, from Tigray Region in the north to Somali 
Region in the south.   
 
 
Diminishing Food Security Crisis:  Preliminary findings of the various teams 
involved in the national food need assessment indicate that the number of people 
requiring food aid assistance is expected to reduce in the coming year (CY 
2001).  Final results will probably be available in early January. 
  
Initial results from the national food needs assessment indicate that cereal 
production is near normal in the major producing zones.  Production in more 
marginal agriculture areas is mixed and generally not nearly as successful as in 
the main producing areas.  Parts of Tigray and the lowlands of Harerge and 
South Omo Zones and Konso special woreda are expected to have lower than 
normal production.  Other areas that replanted after having suffered from crop 
losses earlier in the year, such as, Derashe special woreda, have benefited from 
the rains in September, October and November and production in these areas 
look improved. 
 
Assessment teams have indicated that access to pasture and water is much 
improved in drought affected areas of the country this year.  Livestock are 
reported to be in good condition.   
 
 
 

FIGURE 1: VEGETATION CONDITIONS COMPARED TO AVERAGE 
(NDVI:  November 21 –30, 2000) 

 
FEWS NET/Ethiopia 
Source:  NASA, November 2000 

The number of people 
requiring food aid assistance 
is expected to decrease in the 

coming year.

While there are positive signs 
that food security is 

improving, it is important to 
point out that large numbers 

of people remain extremely 
food insecure, particularly in 

the eastern half of the country, 
from Tigray to the south in 

Somali Region.
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Cereal prices continue to decline in all major markets.  While harvests are 
still underway, increased supplies are already reaching the markets and cereal 
prices are dropping significantly in real terms and more moderately in nominal 
terms (Figure 2).  Wheat prices in the surplus-producing area markets of 
Nazrethe, Ambo and Assela declined about 15% in October and November while 
maize prices in the surplus area markets of Jimma and Shashemene dropped 
more than 25% (Table 1). 
 
The rapid decline in cereal prices is attributed to better than expected production 
and farmers’ desire to sell their stocks to make up for lost income from last year’s 
poor harvest.  Lower prices will benefit poor households, as they gain greater 
market access.  But as prices fall below their historic average, there is some fear 
that producers will be hurt as market prices drop to the break-even point of the 
cost of production.  

As prices drop below their 
historic average, there is 

some fear that surplus 
producers will be hurt as 
market prices drop to the 

break-even point of the cost of 
production.

FIGURE 2:  CEREAL PRICE TRENDS 
 
 

Real Retail Price of White Maize in Addis Ababa:

12-Month Trend -vs- 15 Years Historic Average
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Nominal Retail White Maize Prices in Addis Ababa and Selected

Deficit Markets Over 12 Months
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Source:  European Union, LFSU 2000 
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Despite the ban on livestock exports to the Gulf States, the prices of livestock in 
the pastoral areas of Somali region have reportedly remained stable.  The main 
reason for the livestock price stability may be that large number of livestock have 
perished for the last three consecutive years and pastorals are now in the 
process of restocking with the current favorable condition of water and pasture.  
The other reason may be that Somali region’s pastorals are getting food aid 
assistance and hence no pressing need to dispose of their livestock.   
 
 

 
Gode food security improving:  Earlier this year, Gode District, Somali Region 
was hard hit by drought and livestock losses.  The loss of productive assets and 
access to food lead thousands to seek food aid assistance in centers, like Gode 
Town.  Rates of global malnutrition have remained consistently high through 
much of the year, but a recent rapid survey by SCF/US points to a marked 
improvement in the nutritional status of children.  Households interviewed by the 
assessment team pointed out that the level of food aid was sufficient to meet 
their household needs.  Furthermore, irrigated cereal production was considered 
normal to above normal this season as a result of early seed distribution by 
donors and adequate, well-distributed rains.  Livestock losses, especially of 
cattle, remain the single most important factor contributing to vulnerability at this 
time.  Households are reportedly coping through food aid distributions, their own 
production, limited livestock and livestock products and the sale of incense, 
firewood and grass. 
 
 
Large numbers of people remain highly food insecure:  While there are 
positive signs that food security is improving, it is important to point out that large 
numbers of people remain highly food secure, particularly in the eastern half of 
the country, from Tigray Region in the north to Somali Region in the south.  
These populations have not recovered from the impact of successive drought 
and the loss of assets and income opportunities.  It will take more than one 
season for them to recover sufficiently to reduce their level of dependence on 
food aid. By early January 2001, an official estimate of populations in need will 
be available, along with recommended actions to alleviate their food insecurity.  
 
 
 

Rates of global malnutrition 
have remained consistently 

high through much of the 
year, but a recent rapid 

survey by SCF/US indicates a 
marked improvement in the 

nutritional status of children.  

Livestock loss, especially 
cattle, remains the single most 
important factor contributing 
to vulnerability, at this time.  

TABLE 1 - ONE-MONTH CHANGE IN RETAIL PRICES (BIRR/QUINTAL ) BY MARKET AND PRODUCT (2000) 
Mixed Teff White Barley White Wheat White Sorghum White Maize  

Market Oct Nov % Chg Oct Nov % Chg Oct Nov % Chg Oct Nov % Chg Oct Nov % Chg 
Addis Ababa 293.8 280.0 -4.68 185.0 196.0 5.95 216.3 200.0 -7.51 232.5 236.0 1.51 122.5 105.0 -14.29 

Nazrethe 224.0 211.2 -5.71 NT NT NT 194.8 161.0 -17.33 NT NT NT 106.3 94.6 -10.96 
Ambo 218.0 212.8 -2.39 169.8 170.0 .15 186.8 159.0 -14.86 NT NT NT 102.5 81.6 -20.39 
Assela 234.8 228.6 -2.62 165.8 168.8 1.84 162.5 139.0 -14.46 NT NT NT 107.8 73.0 -32.25 

Bale Robe NT NT NT NT NT NT 140.8 132.0 -6.22 NT NT NT NT 99.0 NT 
Shashemene 240.8 228.8 -4.96 189.0 175.4 -7.20 190.5 166.4 -12.65 NT NT NT 109.8 82.0 -25.28 

Hossana 189.8 184.0 -3.03 187.3 185.2 -1.09 144.8 136.4 -5.77 NT NT NT 99.8 77.0 -22.81 
Gonder 229.0 226.8 -.96 204.8 185.8 -9.26 197.3 179.8 -8.85 133.5 133.0 -.37 134.3 125.0 -6.89 

Nakempt 173.8 177.0 1.87 NT NT NT NT NT NT NT NT NT 68.8 69.0 .36 
Jimma 218.5 196.4 -10.11 177.8 166.2 -6.50 186.8 182.0 -2.54 101.5 92.0 -9.36 84.8 62.4 -26.37 
Dessie 247.0 228.2 -7.61 191.3 192.0 .39 191.3 187.4 -2.01 NT NT NT 122.5 101.4 -17.22 

DireDawa 280.0 271.2 -3.14 239.3 227.4 -4.95 267.5 249.0 -6.92 257.5 247.4 -3.92 147.0 127.8 -13.06 
Mekele 250.0 222.0 -11.20 220.0 190.8 -13.27 230.0 225.0 -2.17 NT NT NT 138.3 132.0 -4.52 

Source: Raw data from EC/LFSU, Market Information System Unit, Addis Ababa. 
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Area Highlight: East Tigray  
 
FEWS NET recently participated in the East Tigray Zone food needs 
assessment.  The zone remains highly vulnerable to food insecurity, with an 
average of more than 50% of the population receiving food aid since 1994.  
While the results of the assessment – in terms of needs and beneficiary numbers 
– will not be released until January, the following provides an overview of the 
current situation in the zone and the factors contributing to food insecurity. 
 
 
Diverse income sources characterize the livelihood strategies:  Despite 
problems of poor soil quality and unreliable rainfall, grain-crop farming is the 
main income source for rural households.  But small land-holdings, the shortage 
of plows-oxen, the lack of improved agriculture technology and low yields mean 
that the zone is nearly always has a grain deficit. To manage household food 
needs, families are dependent on the market for staples during some months of 
the year.  Since livestock numbers are limited by the lack of grazing areas, most 
families own too few to regularly depend on sales in order to buy grain.   
 
Therefore families have traditionally relied on cash earned from farm-labor work 
in Western Tigray and Eritrea, casual work, both in Ethiopia and Eritrea, and food 
and cash for work in the zone. Running pack-transport to markets, using mules 
and camels, is important in some areas.  The sale of honey and firewood is also 
important in other areas.  Despite all of these strategies, food aid has remained 
at significant levels for a large section of the population.  
 
 
Reduced income opportunities perpetuate food insecurity: An assessment 
of livelihood strategies in East Tigray highlights the importance off-farm wage 
income to overall household food security.   The border conflict between Ethiopia 
and Eritrea has had a major detrimental impact on household incomes and 
household food security, as many households depend on both seasonal and 
permanent employment opportunities in Eritrea.  Border trade in local 
commodities, such as teff and other cereals, used to be brisk before the war and 
contributed greatly to household incomes.  However, the conflict has blocked all 
access to both labor and trade opportunities in Eritrea.  
 
As rural households try to adjust their income strategies to cope with the loss of 
income from Eritrea, the numbers of people searching for local wage labor 
opportunities has increased.  As the labor market has been flooded with many 
more people searching for jobs, the daily unskilled wage rate has decreased by 
as much as 50% in some locations and there are many more people seeking 
causal employment than there are jobs.  This has obvious ramifications for all 
households dependent on income for part of their food supply.  
 
On the positive side, the presence of the Ethiopian army, which is based at the 
border, has facilitated remittances to households that have brothers and fathers 
in the army.  The army personnel have also increased demand for some local 
market commodities, and this is providing additional income.  Still, according 
interviews with the community, income generated from remittances and 
commodity sales has not nearly compensated for the lost income resulting from 
the war.  
 
 

To manage household food 
needs, families are dependent 

on the market for staples 
during some months of the 
year.  Despite all of these 

strategies, food may 
haveremained at significant 
levels for a large section of 

the population.
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Continued relief required for the foreseeable future:  With most land under 
cultivation and livestock herd size restricted by the lack of pasture areas, off-farm 
income is the only means that rural households have to meet their total food 
needs.   The border war and its impact on wage labor opportunities have reduced 
household incomes for many and opportunities for filling this income gap do not 
exist.  Until households are able to make up for the lost income, food aid 
programs, such as food for work, and/or non-food income transfers may be 
required to fill the gap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOURCES: 
Information used in this report is from local and international NGOs, U.N. Agencies and 
donors, the Government of Ethiopia, FEWS Net field reports and satellite imagery. 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: 
The FEWS NET Ethiopia report is published by Chemonics International (under the FEWS 
Net Project) for the United States  Agency for International Development (USAID), Africa 
Bureau, Office of Sustainable Development, Crisis Management Response Division.  This 
document should not be construed as an official Agency pronouncement.  Comments and 
suggestions regarding the FEWS NET Ethiopia report should be addressed to the Country 
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