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Highlights  
 
The Ministry of Agriculture recently released its preliminary estimates for the 
2000/2001 growing season.  Burkina Faso produced 2.286 million MT of cereals, 
equivalent to 94 percent of the five year-average (1994/95-1998/99), leaving a gross 
deficit of 223, 500MT.  Based on the distribution of crop production by province, and 
given the close link between food availability and food access, average households 
from 12 provinces out of the 30 that make up the country1 have produced enough to 
meet their normal cereal consumption needs.  On this basis, the average households 
in these provinces may be considered food secure.  Provinces belonging to this 
category include Poni, Comoe, Kenedougou, Houet, Bougouriba, Kossi, Mouhoun, 
Sissili, Zoundweogo, Boulgou, Gourma, and Oudalan.  
 
On the other hand, 17 provinces failed to produce enough compared to their average 
cereal consumption needs.  Consequently, average households in these provinces are 
likely to experience with varying degrees of food insecurity between November 1, 2000 
and October 31, 2001, the 2000/01 consumption year. 
 
Among these 17 provinces, 14 produced between 60% and 94% compared to their own 
past five-year average.  Subject to further analysis, this implies that average 
households in these provinces won’t be able to meet their food consumption needs 
without intensifying their normal coping-strategies.  This also suggests that these 
households are likely to become vulnerable to any subsequent shock that may occur 
during the consumption year.  In light of these considerations, the average households 
living in these 14 provinces are considered to be moderately food insecure.  These 
provinces include Nahouri, Bazega, Sanguie, Sourou, Yatenga, Passore, Oubritenga, 
Ganzourogu, Kouritenga, Namentenga, Sanmantenga, Bam, Soum and Seno.  
                                                           
1 Although the country was recently divided into 45 provinces, the Ministry of Agriculture still 
reports its production statistics based on the former 30 provinces.  This crop production-based 
analysis considers 29 of the 30 provinces, excluding as a special case the predominantly urban 
Kadiogo Province, home of the national capital, Ougadougou.  
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The results further showed that three provinces out of the 17 produced less than 60 % 
compared to their own five-year average.  Since this shortfall is particularly important, 
it follows that average households in these provinces won’t be able to make up for 
their cereal consumption needs, even by intensifying their normal coping-strategies.  
In fact, in some cases, the households may even have to dispose of their non-
productive assets (such as jewelry and clothing) and productive assets (tools and 
animals) if they are to to survive while waiting for the arrival of outside assistance.  
Again, subject to more refined analysis, it implies that the average households living in 
these four provinces are highly food insecure.  Provinces that belong to this category 
include Tapoa, Gnagna and Boulkiemde.  
 
With respect to food access, expected commercial and food aid imports will have the 
impact of reducing the gross production deficit down to a manageable level of 82,000 
MT.  In addition, a comparison between millet prices in November 2000 and the past 
three years suggests that food continued to be affordable across most reference 
markets, except for Dori where prices this November were greater than the 1995-99 
average.  If prices are allowed to further rise as it appears already to be the case in 
Dori, many households may soon have to face serious difficulties in getting access to 
staple food, especially in the northern parts of Burkina Faso.   
 
Fortunately, available information from field offices suggests that water remains 
available to meet both human and animal needs in several localities.  In Yatenga 
Province in particular, most farmers have been taking advantage of this situation to 
initiate off-season crop production activities.  If water remains available for most off-
season crops to reach maturity, the country should be able to meet its food 
consumption needs without major difficulties.  On the other hand, in areas where 
water supplies prove to be very inadequate, a relatively great number of households 
are likely going to experience major difficulties in meeting their daily food consumption 
needs. 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture along with the National Food Security Committee 
(CONASUR) is currently assessing the type and extent of assistance that would be 
needed in most of the poor harvest localities before considering which response plans 
would be most appropriate to implement.  
 
 
1. Food Security Analysis: Current Food Security Status 
 
1.1. Cereal Availability 
 
In mid-December, the Ministry of Agriculture released its preliminary estimates of 
cereal crop production for 1999/2000 production year.  These are depicted in Figure 
1, in terms of percent of consumption needs met, by province.   
 
On the whole, average households in eleven provinces out of 29 produced enough to 
meet more than 100 % of their needs.  These provinces should be able to transfer 
cereal surpluses into those areas that characterized by poor to very poor harvests.  
These surplus-provinces include Gourma (106% of needs met); Boulgou (125%); 
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Zoundweogo (101%); Sissili (150%); Mouhoun (204%); Kossi (147%); Kenedougou 
(234%; Houet (105%;, Bougouriba (115%); Poni (191%), and Comoé (107%). 

 
On the other hand, average households in 18 provinces failed to produce enough 
cereal to meet their cereal consumption needs.  In order of decreasing percent of 
consumption needs met, these provinces include Sourou (88% of needs met); Oudalan 
(86%); Bazega (84%); Tapoa (83%); Namentenga (71%); Bam (68%); Oubritenga (66%); 
Passoré (65%); Yatenga (65%); Sanguié (64%); Ganzourogu (76%); Kouritenga (60%); 
Sanmatenga (54%); Soum (54%); Seno (49%); Gnagna (44%); Nahouri (42%); and 
Boulikemde (24%) and Kadiogo (1%). 
 
For those provinces that did not produce enough cereals to meet their per capita 
needs, the next step in assessing food security status during the 2000/01 
consumption year compares current production to average production by province.  
This step acknowledges that due to different economic systems, cultural practices and 
resource endowments (such as sufficient rainfall and fertile soils), some provinces do 
not expect to grow all the cereals that they consume.  Hence, this step considers 
average production as a baseline for the performance of current year production.  This 
step assumes that people in provinces that do not grow all their cereal needs have 
other sources of income that they use for obtaining food.  The question of interest is: 
How close to average did these provinces produce in 1999/2000?  
 
In terms of percent of cereal consumption needs met this year compared to the 
1994/95-1998/99 average, the relative level of food insecurity in the remaining 18 
provinces is presented in Figure 2.  From these results, it fappears that average 
households in Oudalan produced 95% of their own average.  Since the difference from 
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average is no greater than 5%, it may be considered that average households in this 
province have produced enough to meet their normal cereal consumption needs as 
well.  In other words, average households in Ouadalan can be classified as food secure 
with the previously mentioned eleven provinces. 

 
Thus, 17 provinces out of the 29 are classified as food insecure.  Before drawing any 
definite conclusions, this analysis takes a further look at the level of food insecurity in 
these respective provinces. 
 
To begin, 14 provinces have produced between 60% and 94% of their needs compared 
to average (Figure 2).  This suggests that average households these provinces cannot 
meet their normal cereal consumption without intensifying their normal coping 
strategies.  This also implies that these households are likely to be vulnerable to any 
subsequent shock that may occur during the current consumption year (November 1, 
2000 – October 31, 2001).  Consequently,  average households living in these 14 
provinces may be considered, based on the FEWS NET concepts, as being moderately 
food insecure.  These provinces include Nahouri, Bazega, Sanguie, Sourou, Yatenga, 
Passore, Oubritenga, Ganzourogu, Kouritenga, Namentenga, Sanmantenga, Bam, 
Soum, and Seno.   
 
The remaining four provinces to consider include Tapoa, Gnagna, Boulkiemde, and 
Kadiogo.  However, from here on Kadiogo will be excluded from this rural-based 
analysis by virtue of its status as a predominantly urban province.  In each of the 
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remaining three provinces, the percent of needs met appeared to be less than 60% 
compared to average (Figure 2).  Given that, it is clear that average households in 
these provinces will not be able to make up for their cereal consumption needs even by 
intensifying their normal coping-strategies.  In fact, in some cases, the households 
may even have to dispose of non-productive assets (such as jewelry and clothing) and 
productive assets (tools and animals) if they are to be able to survive while waiting for 
the arrival of outside assistance.  Consequently, it makes sense—based on FEWS 
NETconcepts-- to consider that average households from these three provinces are 
likely going to be highly food insecure.  
 
To recapitulate, representative households in twelve provinces out of the twenty-nine 
emerged as food secure whereas fourteen and three provinces appear to be moderately 
and highly food insecure, respectively.  FEWS NET and its partners will refine this food 
security analysis for 2000/01. 
 
1.2. Food Accessibility 
 
Changes in market prices of food staples are an indicator of changes in food access 
conditions.  Figure 3 (source: SIM) shows that millet prices increased between 
November and October 2000 in several markets, such as Bobo, Dori, Fada, 

Ouahigouya, and Ouagadougou.  It is somewhat unexpected to see cereal prices 
increase only one month after the annual harvest.  Nevertheless, the level of price 
variations was not significant enough to allow the drawing of any major conclusions, 

Figure 3. Changes in Millet Prices between October and November 2000
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except for Dori where the poor harvest has probably contributed to the 15% increase 
in the millet prices that occurred within a month period.  FEWS NET will continue 
monitoring prices across these major markets during the upcoming weeks before 
drawing definite conclusions and recommendations.   
 
In Figure 4 (source: SIM), the comparison of millet prices between November 2000 and 
November over the past three years suggests that food access conditions continued to 
be affordable across most reference markets, except for Dori where prices were higher 
than the 1995-99 average price and the 1999 price.   
 
Although the data are not shown here, a similar situation was observed in Banh 
(northeast of Yatenga) where millet prices for November 2000 appeared to be twice as 
high as prices one year before.  This clearly suggests that some households, especially 
those from the low-income bracket group in these provinces and surrounding 
localities, may be having already problems in getting access to food.  Consequently, 
further investigations need to be carried out so that appropriate assistance can be 
provided, if necessary.   

 
2. Food Security Prospects 
 
According to the data released by the Ministry of Agriculture, a net deficit of about 
82,000 metric tons is being projected for this year.  This represents about 50% the size 
of the net deficit (159,000 metric tons) experienced during the last worst production 
deficit in 1997/98.  In spite of this situation, taking into consideration the national 

Figure 4. Staple Millet Prices across Major
Reference Markets as of November 2000
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food stocks along with the availability of water in some localities for off-season crop 
production, Burkina Faso should be able to meet most of its aggregate food 
consumption needs without major difficulties.  Nevertheless, in areas where off-season 
crops cannot be produced due to water limitations, many households are likely to 
experience severe hardships in terms of meeting their daily food consumption needs.   
 
 
3. National Trends: Off-season crop production activities are underway 

in several localities. 
 
The 2000 rainy season was characterized by very erratic and limited rainfall 
conditions.  As a result, many water points could not be refilled as expected.  In fact, 
in some localities, several ponds (mares) and wells do not currently contain enough 
water to meet both human and animal needs.  Nevertheless, the situation is far from 
the same in all areas.  For instance, in a recent field trip to Mopti (Mali), FEWS NET 
noted from Passore through Yatenga that several water points were still holding 
enough water to meet most human, animal, as well as off-season crop production 
needs.  In Ouahigouya in particular, FEWS NET observed that the level of water in the 
Gwenre Dam in mid-December was about still 50% ofcapacity (2.6 meters).  This 
clearly suggests that if farmers can get started as early as possible with their off-
season activities, most crops would have a chance of reaching maturity before all the 
residual water has evaporated.   
 
In Yatenga, FEWS NET visited several areas where farmers were busy transplanting 
various off-season crops, such as cabbage, onions, carrots, tomatoes, and potatoes.  
In the market, FEWS NET further witnessed the arrival of some fresh produce from 
early growers who had reportedly their fields planted in September.  According to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, similar activities are also taking place in other parts of the 
country.  Consequently, if water remains available for most crops to reach maturity, 
the impact of the national net cereal deficit estimated at 82,000 MT would be 
significantly less noticeable than expected in several localities.   
 
 
4. National Trends: Transhumance activities have already begun in the 

northern parts of the country. 
 
Faced with declining level of water in the northern parts of the country, several groups 
of nomads and pastoralists have begun moving their flocks to areas where more 
favorable grazing and water conditions prevail.  During a recent field trip to Mopti, 
FEWS NET learned that some flocks from Burkina Faso were already heading toward 
to the Delta zone in Mali where the “Bourgou” fodder is usually available for animals to 
graze for at least several months.  In normal years, the transhumance does not start 
until late January or February, however.  This early transhumance has raised some 
concerns on the part of the Malian authorities who fear an premature exhaustion of 
both the water and fodder in the Delta zone this year before the next rainy season 
begins.  FEWS NET will continue monitoring this situation with its Malian 
counterparts as more information becomes available. 
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5. Problem Areas and Vulnerability Update  
 
Problem areas continue to be the same as those mentioned in the previous reports.  
These are essentially the center, center north, north, and the Sahel regions.  As of 
mid-December, a partial assessment of cereal consumption needs and vulnerability by 
the agricultural officers in Yatenga revealed that most of the 45,000 people living in 
Kalsaka and Rambo Departments were experiencing serious difficulties in meeting 
their daily food consumption needs.  Likewise a similar assessment made in Lorum 
showed that at least 107,825 people from Banh and Solle were also being affected by 
serious food insecurity conditions.  Consequently, the national contingency plans 
should begin to see what could be done to address such needs and concerns before 
too long.  Most of the other provinces and departments are currently in the process 
evaluating the extent of their vulnerable populations and their needs in light of the 
recently released production statistics by the Ministry of Agriculture.   
 
 
6. National Contingency Plans 
 
In mid-December, the Ministry of Agriculture established that the national net deficit 
was on the order of 82,000 MT of cereals.  In addition, the national food security stock 
was estimated at 34,858 MT.  If the national food security funds established at 3.5 
billion CFA were combined with the existing physical stocks, it appears that Burkina 
Faso could address at least 50% of its required food gap using its own resources.  This 
takes into account the fact that most staple cereals currently sell for less than 12,000 
CFA F/100kg-bag across most reference markets in Burkina Faso. 
 
In order to arrive at a better targeting of the needs while identifying those areas where 
the population groups appear to be most vulnerable, the Ministry of Agriculture has 
initiated a number of fact finding missions starting in November across most of the 
poor harvest zones or localities.  The results of these missions are currently being 
examined in light of the recommendations made a year ago by the experts at the 
national contingency and response planning workshop.  FEWS NET will provide 
further details on this process as soon as more information becomes available.   
 
 
7. Conclusions 
 
The 1999-2000 growing season has now practically ended with an overall deficit of 
223,500 MT of cereals.  As a result, average households from 18 provinces will be 
relatively food insecure during the upcoming months.  Compared to the 1995/99 
average production, 14 provinces in indeed are likely going to be moderately food 
insecure whereas 4 provinces appear to fall in the highly food insecure group..  FEWS 
NET plans to conclude its annual assessment of food security by February.  This 
assessment will make a formal presentation of methods and results.   
 
In light of this looming food insecurity, most farmers in areas where residual water 
remains available are busy carrying out various off-season crop production activities.  
Crops that are commonly grown essentially include a host of vegetables, such as 
carrots, cabbages, onion, potatoes, green beans, tomatoes, lettuce, peppers, and 
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others.  Meanwhile, the nomads and pastoralists are gradually migrating with their 
flocks to areas where more favorable water and grazing conditions prevail.  According 
to informed sources, some flocks were seen heading already toward the Delta zone in 
Mali.   
 
On the whole the prospects in terms of future food security will very much depend on 
the availability of water for farmers to carry out their off-season activities during the 
upcoming months.  In areas where water limitations prevent both crops and animals 
from being raised, and in provinces whose crop production fell below needs and below 
average, many households are likely to experience serious difficulties in meeting their 
daily food consumption needs in the near future. 
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