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SAHEL AND WEST AFRICA  
Food Security Update July 2010 
 
Key Messages 

 
• The 2010 rainy season is gradually settling in across the 

Sahel, allowing for the pursuit of planting activities in 
farming areas and the regeneration of pasturelands in 
pastoral areas. As expected, start-of-season conditions 
in farming areas are more or less normal, but there is an 
extremely poor distribution of rainfall in pastoral areas 
between northeastern Mali and central Chad, 
prolonging hardships for pastoral populations in their 
home areas. This is creating high animal mortality rates 
in pastoral areas surrounding Lake Chad (in eastern 
Niger, northeastern Nigeria, and central-western Chad). 
Other areas of note reporting lags in new pasture 
growth include central-eastern Chad, northeastern 
Burkina Faso, and northwestern Mali. 

 
• The lean season is already beginning to wind down 

locally in bimodal areas of the Gulf of Guinea between 
Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire, where area residents beginning to earn income from sales of green groundnut and corn crops 
are, once again, starting to be generally food-secure.  

 
• In contrast, the lean season continues across the Sahel, where markets are well-stocked with crops thanks to ongoing 

relief programs and good start-of-season conditions prompting farmers and traders to unload their inventories. Though 
generally stable, grain prices are still high compared to the same time last year and seasonal averages. Food-short 
pastoral and agropastoral households in the Sahelian areas of Niger, Chad, eastern Mali, and the far northern reaches 
of Nigeria are still highly food-insecure where the deterioration in nutritional conditions has been sharper than usual. 
 

 
Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

Figure 1. Current food security map, July 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, 
please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

http://www.fews.net/west�
http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale�
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Current food security situation 
 
The month of June is marked by the start of the growing season in widespread areas of the central and eastern Sahel, with 
the lean season about to begin in the western Sahel, in countries like Senegal and Mauritania. The erosion of household 
purchasing power continues (with no crops/assets to sell and not enough time to devote to income-generating activities 
during the planting period). As a result, the food security of vulnerable households in these areas is steadily deteriorating, 
particularly in areas bypassed by humanitarian programs, which is keeping households highly food-insecure. The hardest hit 
groups are in agropastoral and pastoral areas of Niger, Chad, the far northern reaches of Nigeria, northeastern Burkina 
Faso, and northeastern Mali, areas which are still feeling the effects of last year’s severe pasture and water shortages. 
 
Nevertheless, grain availability has been relatively stable for the past few months and, in general, is in line with normal 
seasonal trends, even with the lean season about to begin. The main driver of the high levels of food insecurity in these 
areas is the erosion of household income in the face of high grain prices at a time when households are completely 
dependent on local markets for their food supplies. 
 
As far as pastoral populations are concerned, pasturelands have still not fully recovered and animals in certain parts of 
livestock holding areas in eastern Niger, central-western Chad, and the far northern reaches of Nigeria are in critical 
condition. The effect on small-scale pastoralists is especially severe, whose limited livestock capital and resources preclude 
the purchasing of animal feed. Some of these pastoralists are highly food-insecure due to the extremely low market value 
of their livestock while being faced with large expenditures to feed both their families and their animals. With the help of its 
partners, the government of Niger is making emergency procurements and slaughters in an effort to reduce the 
vulnerability of pastoral groups to poor terms of trade for livestock-grain in local markets by shoring up the market value of 
their animals. This is providing these pastoralists with income and helping them avoid a dead loss. The meat from these 
animals is being used for programs designed to combat the sharper than usual deterioration in nutritional conditions.  
 
The lean season is still underway in the Sudanian zone, but the generally good progress of the growing season is prompting 
large farmers to hire small farmers looking to earn extra income to help feed their families. With the depletion of their food 
reserves, most residents of the far northern reaches of this area, close to the Sahel, are moderately food-insecure, while 
southern Sudanian areas are generally food-secure thanks to remaining carry-over inventories and early harvests of tubers 
and pulses. 
 
The lean season is winding down in bimodal areas of the Gulf of Guinea between southern Nigeria and southern Côte 
d’Ivoire, where the maturation phase of the growth cycle of crops in these areas is in full swing. There are already reports 
of harvests and sales of green corn, groundnut, and tuber crops, which are generating sizable amounts of household 
income. Food-insecure households in these areas are returning to a state of general food-security, while already food-
secure households are seeing a further improvement in their food security. 
 
 
Progress of the 2010/11 growing season  
 
The rains moved steadily northwards throughout the month of June, though at a slower pace than in the previous month, 
reaching into practically all farming areas of the Sahel, including western areas which had seen no rainfall activity until last 
month. Most of this progress was due to the rainstorm activity in the first dekad of June. The second dekad was drier, with 
conditions reportedly improving in the third dekad, particularly in the western Sahel (in Senegal and southern Mauritania). 
Rainfall estimates for the month of June in the Sahel ranged from 10mm to 100mm, with higher monthly totals of as much 
as 150mm reported in southern Mali. Rainfall amounts in the Gulf of Guinea also ranged from 10mm to 100mm, with spikes 
of 100 to 200mm in southern Côte d’Ivoire and eastern Nigeria. 
 
A look at estimated cumulative monthly rainfall totals for the month of June in most of the region shows about-average to 
excess rainfall, with scattered pockets of drought. In general, rainfall deficits were small to moderate, with only a few small 
areas reporting severe rainfall deficits, such as the Lake Chad area and localized areas in southern Nigeria, the southern 
reaches of the Gao region of Mali, northeastern and southwestern Burkina Faso, and the southern reaches of the Gorgol 
region of Mauritania. 
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In general, an examination of cumulative rainfall totals for the three-month period from April through June (Figure 2) and 
corresponding rainfall anomalies as a percentage of the average (Figure 3) shows good rainfall conditions in the western 
Guinean area and nearly average rainfall or rainfall deficits in the eastern reaches of this area, suggesting that this will be an 
average year for the region as a whole as far as crop production is concerned, since most areas reporting rainfall deficits in 
May recevied enough rain in June to make up for any previous shortfalls. The area in question runs from Guinea Bissau to 
the Gorgol and Guidimakha regions of Mauritania, and encompasses eastern Senegal and the area from northwestern Côte 
d’Ivoire to central Ghana, as well as northwestern Niger and northeastern Nigeria. 
 

 
Unfortunately, a few areas are reporting two consecutive months of drought, including the area surrounding Nigeria’s 
Federal Capital Territory, an area in the southern reaches of Mali’s Gao region, and northeastern Burkina Faso. These areas, 
as well as pastoral areas of Niger and Chad which have still not seen any real, widespread rainfall activity, will require close 
monitoring. These protracted droughts could be harmful to farming activities, with varying effects depending on the agro-
climatic zone in question. They could delay the start of the growing season along the northern border of the Sahel and 
hinder good crop and pasture growth and development in the Sudanian zone.  
 
Farther south, the first growing season is winding down in Sudanian-Guinean and Guinean areas. The persistent drought in 
these areas could sharply reduce yields, since the months of May and June coincide with the reproductive phase of the 
plant growth cycle, when grain crops such as corn and sorghum are especially vulnerable to water stress. 
 
In contrast, other areas have had excess rainfall, causing floods and taking human lives, with 31 deaths reported in Ghana, 
eight in Côte d’Ivoire, and three in Togo. These conditions are putting poor households at risk of losing their food reserves, 
with the prospect of their livelihoods being destroyed by losses of crops due to flooding. These flooding problems are 
affecting more than 45,000 people, including 10,000 Liberians. The hardest hit areas of Liberia are the outskirts of Monrovia 
and the communities of Sinkor, Paynesville, Bushrod Island, and Virginia, swelling the ranks of West Africa’s at-risk 
population, particularly in the eastern Sahel. 
 
 
Markets and trade 
 
Grain supplies are still in line with normal seasonal trends. Rice imports from the international market continue unimpeded, 
strengthening existing supplies of local grain crops and other staple foods. Harvests of green corn, tuber, and groundnut 
crops are already underway in bimodal areas, helping to bolster local supplies. Fresh crops from this year’s harvests are 
gradually beginning to filter northwards, and there should be widespread supplies of fresh crops across the Sahel by next 
month. The prospect of an improvement in local supplies with freshly harvested crops is stabilizing or driving down prices 
across the region. The only prices still on the rise, in line with normal seasonal trends, are those of millet crops, which have 
only just been planted in this area. Thus, this month’s average prices for millet in the Dawanu market (in Kano, Nigeria) and 

Figure 2. Satellite estimate of cumulative rainfall totals for 
April-June 2010 (mm) 

 
Source: NOAA/USGS/FEWS NET 

Figure 3. Satellite estimate of rainfall anomalies for April-
June 2010 as a percentage of the 2004-2009 average  

 
Source: NOAA/USGS/FEWS NET 
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the Maradi market (in Niger) were up seven and six percent, respectively, from last month and 22 percent above prices at 
the same time last year in both markets. 
 
Programs mounted by governments and their partners for at-risk populations, particularly in vulnerable areas of Niger, 
Chad, and northeastern Mali and Burkina Faso, including subsidized grain sales, targeted distributions of free food aid, cash-
for-work programs, and cash transfer programs, are well-targeted and are helping to keep markets running more or less 
normally. 
 
There is a smooth flow of trade in the eastern basin 
(Benin, Niger, Nigeria, and Chad). The problem with the 
hold-up in oil imports for Niger in the port of Cotonou has 
been resolved, and the effects of the rise in the value of 
the naira have been minor. Prices are stable and supplies 
are good in this trade basin. Imports of millet and sorghum 
crops from markets in northern Nigeria into Niger have 
been affected by the rise in the value of the naira (Figure 
4). With Niger’s least expensive grain supplies brought into 
the country through trade corridors in Benin and Burkina 
Faso, there are large variations between prices posted in 
markets in eastern Niger and prices in western areas 
served by these corridors. Thanks to supplies from these 
trade corridors, corn prices in Niamey have fallen below 
the seasonal average for the first time since the beginning 
of the year. A 100kg sack of millet is currently selling for 
20,000 to 21,000 CFA francs on markets in western Niger 
and between 22,000 and 26,000 CFA francs on markets in central and eastern Niger provisioned mainly with crops from 
Nigeria. Another possible explanation for this price differential, aside from the exchange rate for the naira and the rise in 
shipping costs in Nigeria, is the lag in the definitive start of the 2010 season in the central and eastern reaches of this basin. 
 
There are also regular food supplies on markets in the central basin, where grain prices in general and corn prices in 
particular are, once again, approaching seasonal averages, reflecting the improvement in market supplies with the 
unloading of on-farm and trader inventories or the end of the lean season in the case of markets in the southern reaches of 
this basin. Thus, nominal corn prices on retail markets in Kara and Dapaong in Togo, are below the seasonal average by nine 
and 23 percent, respectively, and equal with the average in the Bobo Dioulasso market in Burkina Faso.  
 
Markets in the western basin are reporting regular supplies of imported rice, as well as coarse grains such as millet and 
corn in Senegal and gari (cassava meal) in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea. On the whole, market conditions are relatively 
stable, with enough supply to meet demand, moderate and generally stable prices, and no reports of any shortages. These 
imports are bolstered by second-season rice harvests in countries with hydro-agricultural development schemes like 
Senegal and Mauritania. However, broken rice imports have slowed in the past two months, though the dwindling 
inventories of rice importers have still not affected market supplies. 
 
In general, nominal June prices for millet in major millet-producing areas were down from the same time last year (by 13 
percent in Kaolack, for example), while corn prices are still on the rise due to dwindling inventories and a stepped-up 
demand from poultry farmers and for seeds (with corn prices in Ziguinchor, Senegal, up by 14 percent).  
 
Nominal June prices for rice were up from June of last year by eight percent in Dakar, Senegal, and by 25 percent in 
Conakry, Guinea, and were 18 percent above the nominal average for that month in Dakar, though still below-average in 
Conakry. 

Figure 4. Monthly trends in the exchange rate for the CFA 
franc (XOF) versus the naira (NGN) - the cost of buying one 
NGN in XOF, for the past two years 

 
Source: OANDA (Selling rates) 
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