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SUDAN Food Security Outlook June 2017 to January 2018 

Emergency (IPC Phase 4) food security outcomes likely in SPLM-N and Jebel Marra areas 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Humanitarian assistance needs are expected to remain 
high due to continued needs among IDPs and resident 
households in South Kordofan and Blue Nile, IDPs in 
Jebel Marra, refugees from South Sudan, households in 
localized areas that saw poor harvests in 2016, as well as 
well as long-term IDPs. Through the peak of the lean 
season between June and September 2017, up to four 
million people will likely require assistance, with needs 
likely to decline with harvests between October 2017 
and January 2018. 

• SPLM-N-controlled areas of South Kordofan and IDPs in 
Jebel Marra will likely be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) 
between June and September 2017. Displacement and 
restricted population movements are resulting in 
reduced own crop production, high staple food prices, 
and disruptions to normal livelihood activities. In South 
Kordofan, humanitarian access also remains restricted.  

• Starting in October, food security outcomes will improve 
to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in Jebel Marra and SPLM-N-
controlled areas due to increased wild food availability, 
increased community support, and slight improvements in access to food via market purchases.  

• Throughout Sudan, household food access should start to improve beginning in October with the onset of harvests, access 
to harvest labor and livestock products, and seasonal declines in staple food prices. Although much of the season remains, 
rainfall progress to date has been favorable, and international and regional forecasts suggest cumulative will be average in 
most areas of Sudan during the main June to September 2017 rainy season. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

Current Situation 

Seasonal progress. The onset of the main June to September 
rainy season has been early or on time in much of western, 
southern, eastern, and parts of northern Sudan (Figure 1). 
According to RFE 2.0 and ARC2 satellite-derived rainfall 
estimates, rainfall since the beginning of June has been 
above average across most areas. Rainfall over some areas 
such as eastern areas of South Kordofan and southern Blue 
Nile State has reached between 100-200 mm during the 
month of June, which is well above what is typical. In high 
crop-producing areas such as Gadaref and Sennar starts, 
rainfall has been more than 20 percent above normal for the 
month of June.  

Good performance of early season rainfall has enabled the 
start of cropping activities, including earlier than normal 
planting of crops in some western and central areas. Overall, 
planting is expecting to continue through mid-July, which is 
normal. Though earlier in the season, vegetation conditions 
are beginning to respond to early season rainfall. The 
Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) shows 
above average levels of vegetation beginning to emerge in 
parts of Blue Nile and Sennar State, as well as parts of central 
South Kordofan.  

With heavier than normal rainfall early in the season, there 
have also been reports of localized flooding in Atbara town 
in River Nile State, Singa town in Sennar State, Al Rahad 
locality in Gadaref State, and Nyala in South Darfur State. In 
some areas, some flooding is seasonally normal and can 
support cropping activities. However, if rainfall continues to 
be heavy, flooding could lead to localized losses of crops, 
livestock, and household assets.  

Markets, prices, and terms of trade. The annual CFSAM 
conducted in late 2016 estimated total 2016/17 cereal 
production at well above average levels, with sorghum and 
millet production both estimated to be more than 60 
percent above the recent five-year average. Following these 
harvests, sorghum and millet prices have mostly followed 
typical seasonal trends between November 2016 and May 
2017. In May 2017, wholesale prices of sorghum in Gadaref market, a main production market, remained similar to the five-
year average and approximately 25 percent less than in May 2016 (Figure 2). In May 2016 prices likely continued to reflect 
below-average market supply following poor harvests in 2015/16, while recent above-average harvests beginning in 
October/November 2016 have substantially improved trader stocks and market supply, and reduced overall household demand 
on markets.  

Nevertheless, retail staple food prices are higher than normal on several western markets. On the markets of Ed Daein, El Fasher, 
Geneina, and Zalingei, retail sorghum prices are 20 to 50 percent higher than last year, and 40 to 90 percent higher than the 
recent four-year average. On the same markets, retail millet prices are 15 to 40 percent higher than last year, and 30 to 65 
percent higher than the recent four-year average. Despite overall above-average national production in 2016/17, these 

Projected food security outcomes, July to September 2017 

Source: FEWS NET 
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atypically high prices are being driven by high demand for 
local consumption, low local production and high cost of 
transportation from main areas of surplus in central 
Sudan.  

Locally produced wheat prices were stable or declined 
marginally but seasonably as fresh supplies from the 
March-to-April 2017 harvest started entering the market. 
However, May levels of wheat prices were 21 percent 
above their respective 2016 and 64 percent above the 
recent five-year average prices. 

Terms of trade between daily wage labor and sorghum in 
Gadaref increased slightly between April and May 2017 
following a significant drop in February, which are now at 
29 kg of sorghum per day of wage labor in May compared 
to 41 kg per day of wage labor in January. This is mainly 
due to increased wages of agricultural labor from SDG 70 
per day to SDG 80 per day between April and May as result 
of increased demand for agricultural labor as agricultural 
activities of the recently started rainy season. However, 
May level of ToT between daily wage labor and sorghum 
are 50 and 40 percent above their respective last year and 
two-year average due to increased wages this year. 

Livestock prices remained either stable or increased 
moderately between January and May 2017, mainly due 
to the relatively better livestock body condition and 
increased exports of animals this year. In general, May 
2017 goat prices are higher than in May 2016 and the 
recent five-year average. Current terms-of-trade between 
goats and sorghum is on 5 to 14 percent lower than of the 
same period last year and 12 to 23 percent lower than 
recent three-year average. Goat to sorghum terms of trade are also well above average on most major markets, including El 
Obeid, Nyala, Kadugli, and Kassala. 

According to the Sudan’s central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), the consumer price index in April 2017 reached 737.98 points, up 
14.90 points from March while the general food and beverage price index rose by 26.06 points in April. It pointed out that the 
price index for goods and services continues to increase monthly. According to the CBS, the food and beverage group 
contributed to the overall price rise by 1.91 percent, while the other 11 goods and service groups contributed 0.16 percent.  

Conflict and insecurity. The declared unilateral six-month ceasefire in January 2017, between Government of Sudan from one 
side and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N), Sudan Liberation Army – Mini Minawi (SLA-MM) and the 
Justice and Equity Movement (JEM) jointly from the other side, has been maintained in SPLM-N controlled areas in South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile through May 2017. However, fighting erupted between SAF and Darfur rebel groups in several areas in 
North and East Darfur states during April and May 2017.  

South Sudanese refugees. In May 2017, approximately 42,000 refugees arrived from South Sudan, bringing the total number of 
new arrivals in 2017 to more than 120,000 people. East Darfur State hosts the largest number of South Sudanese refugees, 
including one-third of all new arrivals in 2017 and one-fourth of all 418,000 new arrivals since the start of conflict in November 
2013. While the onset of rains during June has started to limit the flow refugees into Sudan, UNHCR reports there were 
approximately 4,000 new arrivals during the first half of June 2017. 

Figure 1. Water Requirement Satisfaction Index (grains), start- 

of-season anomaly, June 11-20, 2017 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

Figure 2. Wholesale sorghum (feterita) prices (SDG/90 kg sack), 

Gadaref market 

 
Source: FAMIS/MFoA 
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Malnutrition screenings. During March 2017, the Sudan Ministry of Health and UNICEF conducted MUAC screening for acute 
malnutrition among children under-five in 16 out of 18 states. Out of 2,599,524 children screened, approximately 83,232 
children were identified as acutely malnourished, including 22,029 children with severe acute malnutrition who were referred 
for treatment. The highest numbers of cases were reported in Central and North Darfur states, with 3,103 and 2,786 cases, 
respectively. North Jebel Marra and central Jebel Marra of Central Darfur state were identified as localities with the highest 
Oedema cases (393 and 368 cases) identified. 

Humanitarian assistance. Between January and May 2017, WFP and implementing partners provided approximately 3 million 
beneficiaries with 60,904 MT of in-kind assistance and $ 10.9 million in cash vouchers, which represents 75 percent of the 
planned quantity and 58 percent of the planned cash voucher equivalent value. WFP is planning to distribute a total of 109,574 
MT and USD 28 million in cash vouchers 3.5 million beneficiaries between July and December 2017. 

 
Assumptions 

The most likely food security scenario for June 2017 through January 2018 is based on the following assumptions: 

• Cumulative rainfall is expected to be average in Sudan during the main June to September 2017 rainy season.  

• Planting of main season crops is likely to take place slightly earlier than normal or on time, and area planted is likely to be 
near average, due to a slightly earlier than normal start of season to date and based on the assumption main season rainfall 
will be near average.  

• As is typical during an average rainy season, some flooding is expected near Blue Nile tributaries during the peak of the 
rainy season. 

• Harvests of staple foods and cash crops for the 2017/18 season are likely to be near average in most parts of Sudan. 
However, production is expected to be limited by insecurity, continued displacement away from cultivation areas, and a 
lack of agricultural inputs in conflict-affected areas of South Kordofan, Darfur, and Blue Nile states. 

• Average area planted, good crop performance, and average harvests are expected to result in normal pre-harvest 
agricultural labor opportunities through September and normal harvest labor opportunities between November 2017 and 
January 2018.  

• Average rainfall is expected to result in normal availability of pasture and water for livestock in pastoral and agropastoral 
areas through at least January 2018. As a result, livestock body conditions and milk production are expected to be normal, 
peaking in August/September 2017. However, continued competition and conflict over natural resources and natural 
resource, and tension between farmers and pastoralists is likely in some areas through January 2018.  

• Agricultural and agropastoral households’ food stocks are likely to be replenished to near-average levels with own-
produced foods from harvests starting in October 2017. 

• High inflation rate and local currency devaluation likely to persist through January 2018, with the prices of basic goods (food 
and non-food) likely to increase during the scenario period.  

• Prices of sorghum and millet are expected to increase seasonably through August, before starting to decline in September 
as traders begin to release stocks on the market in preparation for restocking as harvests begin to arrive in 
October/November. Sorghum and millet price levels are likely to remain similar to those observed in 2017, but are likely to 
remain somewhat above average.  

• Sorghum exports to northern South Sudan are expected to increase seasonably and be higher than last year, but still below 
the recent five-year average level, attributable to insecurity-related trade disruptions, and low purchasing power. Exports 
to Eritrea are expected to increase seasonably, but be higher than last year because of availability of a significant amount 
of tradable stock.  

• Livestock prices are expected to continue to increase seasonably following the start of the June to September rains, as 
increased availability of water and pasture improve animal body conditions. Export demand, particularly for sheep and 
cattle to Gulf and Saudi Arabia, are anticipated to increase during Hajj religious festivities.  
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• The terms of trade between livestock and staple foods are likely to follow seasonal trends and remain near or above the 
recent four-year average in most markets. 

• Ongoing ceasefires between the Government of Sudan and the SPLM-N, SLA-MM, and JEM, are expected to be maintained 
through January 2018. In SPLM-N areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, the conflict situation is expected to remain calm, 
particularly as the rainy season begins to reduce road access and limit troop movement. However, the increased tension 
and disagreement between different factions of SPLM-N in South Kordofan and Blue Nile is likely to result in internal 
conflicts and increased tension. In Darfur, recent fighting between SAF and rebel groups in several areas of North and East 
Darfur states is likely to increase tension and direct fighting in Darfur. However, no major new displacement is expected in 
Darfur between June 2017 and January 2018. 

• Tribal clashes in the Darfur and Kordofan states are likely to continue to disrupt livelihood activities, including crop 
cultivation, and to disrupt market supplies and access to markets.  

• Population movements within SPLM-N controlled areas and from SPLM-N controlled areas to SAF areas is likely to continue 
to be limited during scenario period.  

• WFP and implementing partners will likely provide food assistance to over 3.5 million beneficiaries with 109,574 MT of in-
kind assistance and about $ 28 million cash voucher to affected people in different parts of the country including IDPs and 
conflict-affected people in Darfur, Kordofan and Blue Nile and refugees from South Sudan. However, humanitarian access 
to IDPs and conflict-affected people in SPLM-N controlled areas in South Kordofan and Blue Nile will remain restricted 
through the scenario period. 

• Arrivals of South Sudanese refugees are likely to continue into East Darfur, White Nile, West Kordofan, South Kordofan and 
South Darfur states between June 2017 and January 2018. However, the rate of new arrivals is expected to decrease during 
the June to September rainy season compared to dry season levels as the rainy season limits road access.  

 
Most likely food security outcomes 

The scenario period of June 2017 to January 2018, covers peak lean season period of June to September through October to 
January main season harvest period in Sudan. The protracted conflict in Greater Darfur since 2003 and in South Kordofan and 
Blue Nile states since 2011 has disrupted access to main livelihood activities, function of markets, eroded household’s livelihood 
assets holdings and limited household’s access to income earning opportunities in the conflict-affected areas, therefor, 
household’s access to food in the conflict-affected areas has been seriously limited by the low purchasing power, high staple 
food prices and reduced own production. During the first half of the scenario period which is a typical peak lean season, access 
to food in conflict-affected areas is likely to be further reduced by soaring prices and limited access to markets, therefore, 
majority of people in the worse conflict-affected areas will not be able to meet their minimum food and non-food needs without 
external food assistance and/or engaging in non-reversible coping strategies, and will therefore be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) 
through September 2017, people in the drought affected areas of North Darfur and refugees from South Sudan likely to be in 
in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) number of food insecure people will likely peak at more than four million during the June to September 
lean season, including more than 120,000 people in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). 

During the second half of the scenario period of October to January 2018, as average normal rainfall expected to result in 
average harvests starting in October, households will begin to rebuild stocks, staple food prices will start to decline seasonally, 
livestock productivity will begin to peak, and seasonal agricultural labor will provide income for poor households. These 
improvements in own-produced foods, access to seasonal wild foods, improved purchasing power, and the availability of 
livestock products such as milk will improve household food access and many areas will return to Minimal (IPC Phase 1) or 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity. Nevertheless, some households, particularly IDPs in conflict-affected Darfur, South 
Kordofan, Blue Nile, West Kordofan, and refugees from Sudan will likely remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) as continued displacement 
limits their access to land, normal levels of agricultural labor, and less income than usual with which to purchase staple foods, 
likely at well above-average prices in the areas worst affected by continued conflict. 
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AREAS OF CONCERN 

IDPs in SPLM-N-controlled areas of South Kordofan State 

Current Situation 

As of June 2017, displacement, restricted population movements and trade flows, very high staple food prices, and reduced 
access to typical livelihood activities remain the main drivers of acute food insecurity in SPLM-N-controlled areas of South 
Kordofan, while humanitarian actors’ access to these areas remains restricted. No direct fighting has been reported between 
the SPLM-N and SAF in South Kordofan State since the declaration of the unilateral six-month ceasefire in January 2017. 
Nevertheless, population movement remains constrained and a large number of people remain displaced. In recent months, 
disputes have started to arise between two competing factions within the SPLM-N, which could result in additional displacement 
and disruption of livelihoods activities.  

Agricultural production for 2016/17 was estimated to be much lower than normal. Since the start of conflict in 2011, agricultural 
production has been below average compared to pre-conflict years. Even still, production in 2016/17 was estimated to be less 
than half of production in 2015/16. Harvests this were year were even worse than usual due to a combination of limited access 
to agricultural land and inputs as well as mid-season dry spells that significant affected yields. In addition, most IDPs in the area 
had no or very limited access to land for cultivation, and therefore little or no harvests from the main 2016/17 agricultural 
season.  

As most IDPs produced little or no food during the 2016/17 agricultural season, IDP households’ food stocks are exhausted. 
IDPs’ access to income from their typical sources remains very limited in SPLM-N-controlled areas. Access to agricultural labor 
wages, petty trade, and collection and sale of forest products has been significantly constrained by restrictions on population 
movements, as well as continuing insecurity. This, coupled with reduced access to collection and sales of wood and charcoal, 
has resulted in low labor opportunities. Moreover, while some movement to GoS-controlled areas is possible, movement to 
those areas remains significantly constrained, which is limiting IDPs’ access to wage labor opportunities and petty trade outside 
SPLM-N-controlled areas. As a result, these households are attempting to meet their food needs through a combination of 
traveling long distances to collect wild foods, selling remaining productive assets, seeking support from relatives, and purchasing 
small quantities of food from local markets and/or markets in adjacent GoS areas at very high prices.  

Sorghum prices remained unseasonably high during the harvest period and have remained well above average into May 2017, 
which is attributed to the below-average market supplies resulting from below-average harvests in the major traditional rain-
fed sector of South Kordofan for consecutive two years. In May 2017, the retail price of sorghum in Kadugli was 4.3 SDG/kg sack, 
which is 10 percent higher than in May 2016 and 58 percent above the recent four-year average. Sorghum prices in Kadugli 
indicates high volatility compared to other markets in Sudan due to uncertainty and high fluctuation of market supplies and 
demand resulting from insecurity and informal cross-border flows to South Sudan. High prices in South Sudan and continued 
demand have encouraged traders to continue moving goods into South Sudan.  

As of April 2017, sorghum prices in different locations within SPLM-N areas were varied between 60 to 150 percent above their 
respective in GoS areas, which is attributed to restricted trade flows from GoS-controlled areas and increased demand within 
the area and from neighboring areas in South Sudan. In SPLM-N areas, sorghum prices in South Sudanese Pounds (SSP) increased 
45 to 65 percent between January and April 2017, while April prices in SSP were on average five times their respective for the 
same period last year. Even in areas using Sudanese Pounds, increases in cereal prices have been very high.  

Livestock prices remained either stable or slightly increased between January and May 2017, mainly due to the relatively better 
livestock body conditions and increased exports of animals this year. However, term of trade between goat and cereals 
remained at the rate of 195 Kg of sorghum per goat during May 2017, which is almost 32 percent above May 2016 levels and 
similar to the recent four-year average. Many IDPs in SPLM-N areas own very limited livestock herds after having lost livestock 
as a result of conflict and displacement. However, field reports still suggest households are engaging in distress livestock sales, 
a severe form of coping.  

Terms of trade between daily wage labor and sorghum has increased slightly between January and May 2017 in Kadugli to a 16 
kg of sorghum per day of wage labor in May compared to 14 kg per day of wage labor in January. This is mainly related to the 
recent increase in wages from SDG 60 per day to SDG 71 per day between January and May as result of increased demand for 
agricultural labor with the approach of the June to September rainy season. However, the current level of ToT between daily 
wage labor and sorghum remained 5 to 10 percent below their respective levels in 2016 due to the relatively high prices of 
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sorghum this year. Wage rates from limited agricultural labor opportunities and hence ToT in SPLM-N areas is almost less than 
half of that in GoS areas due to limited opportunities and extremely high cereal prices. 

Many IDP households in SPLM-N-controlled areas are reportedly engaging in extreme coping strategies associated with severe 
food insecurity, as they are to more extend depending on collection of wild food from far distance, selling remained productive 
assets, labor migration to areas of high insecurity incidents, reduce meals and sending children to better-off relatives.  

Assumptions 

The most likely food security scenario for June 2017 through January 2018 is based on the following assumptions: 

• As average rainfall is forecasted for the main June to 
September 2017 rainy season in Sudan, harvests are 
expected to be near-average overall in the relatively 
secure areas of SPLM-N-controlled South Kordofan.  

• IDPs’ access to cultivatable land is likely to remain 
limited to home garden/plots (jubraka) due to 
continued displacement and insecurity during June 
to September 2017 rainy season, with very limited 
household production expected.  

• Cereal prices are anticipated to increase rapidly 
during June to September (lean season) due to the 
expected increase in demand and reduce market 
supplies. During this period, prices likely to increase 
10 to 15 percent and remained at high levels 
compared to previous years. In GoS areas cereal 
prices likely to start gradual seasonal decreases during October to January 2018-harvest period. However, prices are likely 
to remain at their levels of last year but will be 30 to 50 percent above the recent five-year average. In SPLM-N controlled 
areas of South Kordofan cereal prices likely to remain more than double compared to their respective in the GoS controlled, 
areas due to restricted trade flows and limited local production. 

• Livestock prices are expected to continue to increase or remain at their current high levels throughout the scenario period 
in most markets in South Kordofan state due to the high demand and relatively adequate pasture and water availability this 
year. Prices will remain similar to last year but 30 to 50 percent above the five-year average. In SPLM-N areas, prices will 
be far below that of GoS areas due to restricted access to main markets and low demand within the area. 

• Terms of trade between daily wage labor and sorghum is expected to increase throughout the scenario period as it expected 
to increase 20 to 25 percent above its current level between June and August 2017, (sowing and weeding period) and to 
decline slightly following completion of weeding during September to October and to pursue rapid increase during harvest 
period of November to January 2018, when demand for agricultural labor and wages expected to peak. ToT is likely to 
remain well above last year and the five-year average during the scenario period. For IDPs in SPLM-N, with current 
no/limited access to GoS areas rate of wages and hence ToT will remain at levels less than half of the rate in GoS areas.  

• Increased susceptibility to waterborne diseases including acute watery diarrhea is highly expected during the rainy season 
in SPLM-N controlled areas of South Kordofan state, given the current absences of adequate health and sanitation services 
as well as the overall poor food security situation.  

• No humanitarian assistance is expected in SPLM-N-controlled areas during the scenario period, due to a lack of access.  

Most likely food security outcomes 

IDPs in SPLM-N areas are currently facing very poor food access as a resulted of significantly disrupted livelihoods, high staple 
food prices, and limited coping options as a result of insecurity. Between June and September 2017, household access to food 

Figure 3. Integrated price (SDG/kg) projection, retail sorghum, 

Kadugli 

 
Source: FAMIS/MFoA data, FEWS NET  



SUDAN Food Security Outlook June 2017 to January 2018 

 

  

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 8 
 

and income will be limited to market purchases at very high prices, collection of wild foods, some limited cash and in-kind 
payments from agricultural labor, and gifts from relatives/the host community. With households already facing food 
consumption gaps prior to May 2017, food consumption gaps are expected to widen further between June and September 
2017. In the absence of assistance, most IDPs will face Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food insecurity, which is associated with 
very high levels of acute malnutrition and increased mortality.  

Between October 2017 and January 2018, food access will improve somewhat with harvests of near-farm crops (jubraka) and 
increased availability of wild foods. In addition, IDP households will likely be able to access some cash from the sale of charcoal 
and receive in-kind payment from agricultural labor. Even with these improvements, IDP households will likely continue to face 
small food consumption gaps, and in the absence of assistance, will face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity.  

 

New IDPs from Jebel Marra area of Darfur 

 

Current Situation 

Continued hostilities between Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Abdul Wahid faction of the Sudan Liberation Army 
(SLA/AW) since mid-January 2016 has caused significant internal displacement from the Jebel Marra area during 2016 and 2017. 
As of late May 2017, over 150,000 IDPs from Jebel Marra have been verified and registered in parts of Central, North, and South 
Darfur states. In addition to the 98,000 IDPs verified and registered in 2016, IOM registered an additional 52,700 IDPs in April 
2017, of which 85 percent were from the old caseload who were displaced during 2016 from Jebel Marra. Of those, about 
24,613 IDPs were registered in Tawilla locality, North Darfur and 20,402 IDPs were registered in Nertiti locality of Central Darfur. 
In addition to that, there are an estimated 36,000 unverified refugees, mostly in Central Darfur, with additional reports of an 
unidentified number of refugees in inaccessible areas of the Jebel Marra highlands. 

Since April/May 2017, there has been increased tension and some direct fighting between Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) from one side and the rebel groups Sudan Liberation Movement-Abdel Wahid al-Nur (SLM-AW) and 
Sudan Liberation Movement-Minni Minnawi (SLM-MM) in North Darfur and East Darfur and Central Darfur states. This has 
increased tension, reduced free movements of ordinary people. 

IDPs’ access to agricultural land is significantly lower than usual due to displacement and insecurity, which in combination with 
a lack of agricultural inputs, contributed to below-average 2016/17 crop production. Food balance sheets of the last season 
indicated deficit on food availability when comparing available food with the annual requirements in most of the producing 
areas in Darfur where normally self-sufficient production maintained. No major attempts of cultivation were reported in IDP 
areas with the beginning of the ongoing June to September 2017 rainy season.  

Cereal prices are higher than last year and the recent four-year average across several markets in Darfur. On the markets of Ed 
Daein, El Fasher, Geneina, and Zalingei, retail sorghum prices are 20 to 50 percent higher than last year, and 40 to 90 percent 
higher than the recent four-year average. On the same markets, retail millet prices are 15 to 40 percent higher than last year, 
and 30 to 65 percent higher than the recent four-year average. This is likely to further limit poor IDP household’s ability to access 
their food requirement through markets purchase during peak lean season of the scenario period. 

Most IDPs from Jebel Marra are currently facing no or very limited access to their normal livelihoods options as result of 
displacement and prevailing insecurity situation in their areas of displacement. Despite continuing high insecurity, IDPs are 
currently accessing income via the collection and sales of forest products (wood, charcoal and timber), remittances by family 
members in central Sudan, limited small-scale petty trading in areas of displacement, and unskilled labor in main towns.  

Access to food from own production and in-kind payment from agricultural labor continues to be extremely limited due to 
restricted access to cultivation and agricultural labor. Verified and registered IDPs are currently collecting wild foods that are at 
seasonally low levels, receiving support from relatives, making limited purchases of food on markets, and receiving food 
assistance (half rations of cereal, oil and pulses). In many cases, registered IDPs are also sharing food assistance with relatives 
not receiving their own rations.  
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There are no recent or historical nutrition survey data for new IDPs in Jebel Marra areas in North Darfur. However, the FMoH- 
led mass MUAC screening carried out in March 2017 reported that 12 percent of the 83,079 children screened in Central Darfur 
state (the main area hosting IDPs from Jebel Marra) areas are found to be with acutely malnourished GAM, of them 3,003 SAM 
cases (4 percent) and 6,556 are with MAM cases (8 percent).  

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for June 2017 through January 2018 among IDPs in Jebel Marra is based on the following assumptions: 

• Sporadic attacks on civilians by armed groups, localized clashes over natural resources, and tribal clashes are likely to 
continue during the scenario period, causing affected IDP to lose additional assets. 

• IDPs are likely to remain in their areas of displacement with no/limited access to their areas of origin during scenario period 
until a comprehensive peace agreement takes effect.  

• Agricultural production by IDPs households is likely to be well below average during the 2017/18 season due to insecurity-
related restrictions on access to agricultural land and little/no access to agricultural inputs.  

• Access to agricultural labor, collection and sales of forest products, and access to markets are likely to be limited by 
continued insecurity around areas hosting new IDPs from Jebel Marra, as well as for IDPs in inaccessible areas within Jebel 
Marra. 

• Cereal prices are anticipated to increase seasonably during the June to September (lean season) as local demand increases 
and supply decreases seasonally prior to harvests. Cereal prices likely to begin decreasing gradually following the start of 
harvests in October 2017. Throughout the scenario period, prices are likely to remain higher than last year and the recent 
four-year average. In areas where trade is most constrained, prices for food and non-food items are likely to be even higher.  

• Humanitarian access to IDPs within Jebel Marra is likely to continue to be affected by insecurity and poor road conditions 
during the scenario period. Verified and registered IDPs from Jebel Marra are currently receiving half rations of assistance, 
which are likely to be maintained through January 2018. However, provision of humanitarian assistance is not likely for 
unverified IDPs in Central Darfur and within inaccessible areas of Jebel Marra. 

 
Most likely food security outcomes 

Between June and September 2017, IDP households’ access to food is expected to be significantly limited due by poor harvests 
in 2016, continued very low purchasing power due to very high cereal prices and well below-average income-earning 
opportunities, and reduced access to wild foods during the rainy season in areas of displacement, and below-average 
community support due to high levels of need within the community. Meanwhile, only a portion of IDP households in need are 
receiving humanitarian assistance, which they are also sharing with non-targeted households. As a result, most IDP households 
in Jebel Marra will face large food consumption gaps between June to September 2017. Therefore, more than one quarter of 
the new IDPs in the area are expected to face Emergency (IPC Phase 4) during the peak of the lean season between June and 
September.  

Between October 2017 and January 2018, food access for IDP households is likely to improve somewhat as harvests begin to 
provide some limited food via own production, in-kind payment from agricultural labor, and improved availability of wild foods. 
In addition, income from agricultural labor and seasonal reductions in staple food prices should modestly improve household 
purchasing power and access to food via market purchases. Moreover, harvests should provide increased ability for resident 
households and host communities to provide support (zakat). Among IDPs, food access will be somewhat better among those 
receiving assistance, although sharing of assistance will remain common. Although food access will improve, most IDPs will 
continue to face at least small food consumption gaps and the inability to meet food needs without engaging in unsustainable 
coping. Therefore, the most affected IDP households will continue to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity between 
October 2017 and January 2018.  
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Arid areas of Al Malha, Kuma, Al Sayah and localities in North Darfur state 

Current Situation 

Al Sayah in the northeast parts of North Darfur state. Households in Al Sayah locality is typical agro-pastoral dominant 
community area, with production of millet during the rainy season and rearing of small ruminants as the major livelihood 
activities for most people in the locality. In years of good production, Al Sayah normally supply millet to neighboring Al Malha 
and Al Kuma pastoral community.  

Cumulative rainfall was near average in most parts Al Sayah localities during the June to September 2016 rainy season, however, 
the areas experienced long dry spells starting in mid-September which is the major crop maturing period. This has affected crop 
growth and resulted in wide production failure in the area, last year’s production was estimated to be 40 to 50 percent below 
normal, below average production has been repeated in the area for a second consecutive year. According to the state-level 
post-harvest assessment findings, cereal availability in the locality was on average estimated to be less than 40 percent of the 
annual population requirements. 

Staple food (millet) prices continued to increase unseasonably since the beginning of the year 2017 with prices remaining above 
their respective last year and the recent five-year average. This was mainly attributed to the two consecutive years of below-
average harvests in Al Malha and the neighboring main millet supply areas of Mallit and Al Sayah localities. In a typical year, 
markets are usually supplied by commodities produced within Darfur. However, this year, markets are sourcing cereals from 
much further away in North Kordofan and central Sudan, for which there are higher transportation costs and from which supply 
is less regular than when sourced from closer markets. Together, these two factors are contributing to higher than normal cereal 
prices.  

MUAC screening for acute malnutrition among children under-five conducted during March 2017 revealed that out of 9,450 
children screened in Al Malha locality, 1221 children were identified as acutely malnourished, including 188 children with severe 
acute malnutrition who were referred for treatment. 

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for food security in this area between June 2017 and January 2018 is based on the following 
assumptions: 

• Market supplies of cereal into Al Sayah and neighboring areas will remain far below average while demand for local 
consumption will peak during the first half of the scenario period.  

• Cereal prices are expected to increase rapidly during June to September, the peak lean season of the scenario period.  

• Livestock prices is likely to start to decrease on the local markets during the lean season, but will remain near average.  

• Poor households in the area are likely to maintain low level of income from collection and sales of wood and charcoal, local 
agricultural labor and sales of animals during the entire scenario period. 

Most likely food security outcomes 

Food access for poor households in Al Sayah, Al Malha and Kuma localities is expected to remain below normal between June 
and September 2017 due to depleted food stocks from last year’s below average harvest, reduced access to market purchases 
continued high staple food prices and low levels of household income. To cope, households are expected to reduce essential 
non-food expenditures and will engage in some distress sales of livestock during the lean season. As a result, poor households 
are likely to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity between June and September 2017. Food security is likely to improve 
during the harvest period between October 2017 and January 2018 as access to own production, market purchases and in-kind 
payments are likely to increase with the new harvest. As a result, poor households in the three localities are likely to be Stressed 
(IPC Phase 2) from October 2017 through January 2018. 

 



SUDAN Food Security Outlook June 2017 to January 2018 

 

  

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 11 
 

EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

Table 1. Possible events in the next six months that could change the outlook. 

 

 

Area Event Impact on food security conditions 

SPLM-N-
controlled areas 
of South 
Kordofan and 
Blue Nile States 

Peace agreement between 
government of Sudan and SPLM-
N and food aid delivered into 
SPLM-N- areas 

Distribution of adequate food aid in SPLM-N-controlled areas will 
lead to improved food security outcomes of IDPs from Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) to Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) and gradually to Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2!) during the scenario period. 

IDPs form Jebel 
Marra conflict 
affected areas in 
Darfur 

Peace agreement between 
government of Sudan and 
Darfur rebel groups reached and 
food aid delivered all affected 
people and access to livelihood 
options improved 

Distribution of adequate food aid in areas hosting IDPs and improved 
access to livelihood options will lead to improved food security 
outcomes of IDPs in these areas from Emergency (IPC Phase 4) to 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) and gradually to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) during 
the scenario period. 

Drought-
affected 
households in 
North Darfur  

Adequate funding and resources 
to distribute food aid in these 
areas during the lean season. 

Distribution of food aid to people in these areas will result in 
improved access to food that will lead to improved food security 
conditions from Crisis (IPC Phase 3) to Stressed (PC Phase 2!) and 
gradually to Minimal/None (IPC Phase 1!). 

All Sudan 
Below average rains during June 
to September 2017 

Below average rains during the June to September 2017 will lead to a 
rapid deterioration of food security during the scenario period, with 
significant food consumption deficits and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) 
outcomes likely in areas worst affected by consecutively poor 
seasons. 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 

To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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