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SUMMARY 

  
Grain production for 2003/04 in Mali is up 34% from last year and 32% above the 
average for the last five years.  In fact, production has not been this good since the 
country first began collecting such data. 
 
With a population of approximately 11.1 million as of the end of April 2004, grain 
availability at just under 3.4 million MT and consumption needs estimated at 2.6 million 
MT, this year’s grain balance sheet shows a surplus of just under 188,000 MT after 
exports, imports and expected aid. 
 
An examination of the food outlook indicates that the majority of households around the 
country should not experience any major food security problems in the course of 2004.  
Even structurally deficit areas lying north of the fourteenth parallel are showing a more 
promising food security outlook than ever before.   
 
The across-the-board downward coarse grain price trend reported last month on 
consumer markets in regional capitals around the country is still holding.  Thus, given 
the risk of a collapse in producer prices for grain crops, it is strongly recommended that 
procurement operations be undertaken during the harvesting period to build up 
government and community grain inventories, which could contain the free fall in farm-
gate prices for farm families, whose income is largely dependent on sales of grain 
crops. 
 
 
I.  FOOD AVAILABILITY  
 
1.  National grain production  
 
Gross national grain production for the 2003/04 growing season is estimated at 
3,391,965 MT, which is up 34% from last year and 32% above the average for the last 
five years and is the best production figure on record since the country first began 
collecting such data.  This significant boost in production is attributable to good crop 
performance across the board, in the wake of a highly satisfactory rainy season.  Thus, 
millet production is up by 41.2%, sorghum production by 18%, rice production by 36%, 
maize by 40%, fonio by 9% and wheat by 140% compared with figures for last season 
(Table 1).   
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Table 1.  Comparisons of preliminary grain production figures for 2003/04 (MT) 
 

Crop years Millet Sorghum Maize Fonio Rice 
Wheat + 
Barley Total 

2003/04 1 122 961 760 209 509 257 17 801 967 183 11 080 3 391 965
2002/03 795 146 641 695 363 629 16 321 710 446 4 621 2 531 858
Average for 
1998/99-2002/03 795 866 602 665 378 595 21 619 767 838 6 870 2 573 451
2003/04 compared 
with 2002/03 (%) 41 18 40 9 36 140 34
2003/04 compared 
with average (%) 41 26 35 -18 26 61 32

 
Source: DNSI/DNAMR/CPS-MAEP; Joint CILSS/FAO/FEWS NET Mission, October 2003 
 
2.  Regional grain production  
 
Crop production figures are highly satisfactory for all farming areas of the country and 
for the southern Kayes, and Koulikoro regions and the Ségou, Mopti and Sikasso 
regions in particular, which provide most of the country’s grain supplies. 
 
A look at regional grain production figures shows improvements over last year and 
above-average production compared with the last five years in all regions of the country, 
with production gains of 127% in Mopti, 65% in Kayes, 37% in Timbuktu, 27% in Gao, 
22% in Ségou, 16% in Sikasso and 9% in Koulikoro compared with last year.   
 
3.  Inventories  
 
Preliminary estimates put the level of countrywide grain inventories as of November 1 at 
51,850 MT, compared with last year’s figure of 39,030 MT.  This figure includes on-farm 
inventories in grain-producing areas (which are virtually nil this year), as well as other 
inventories held by private traders and the National Security Stock (51,850 MT).  The 
lack of on-farm inventories for this crop year is a result of the mixed performance for the 
2002/03 growing season.   
 
4.  Imports and exports  
 
As usual, the only anticipated grain imports for 2004 are imports of wheat and rice, 
which are projected at 63,000 MT and 62,000 MT, respectively.  Wheat production is 
still extremely weak from the structural food security standpoint, in the face of a 
constantly growing national demand.   
 
Based on previous official grain flows to near-by countries and counting on better 
harvests in neighboring countries this year than last, the country is expected to cut back 
its volume of exports for 2004, which is estimated at 30,000 MT, including 29,000 MT of 
coarse grains and 1,000 MT of rice. 
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5.  National grain balance sheet  
 
With a population of approximately 11.1 million as of the end of April of 2004, grain 
availability at just under 3.4 million MT and consumption needs estimated at 2.6 million 
MT, the grain balance sheet for 2003/04 shows a surplus of just under 188,000 MT after 
exports, imports and expected aid.  This is equivalent to a per capita surplus of nearly 
17 kg for the year.   
 
6.  Regional grain balances  
 
Despite disparities in regional figures, grain production is up in all regions of the country 
compared with last year.  This year’s production gains are even more impressive 
compared with the average production figure for the last five years.   
 
With this year’s high production levels in surplus areas and the ensuing downswing in 
grain prices, regular commercial trade between surplus and deficit areas should ensure 
that households in structurally deficit regions of the country have adequate grain 
supplies.   
 
 
II.  MARKETS 
 
December prices for coarse grains are still moving steadily downward on all consumer 
markets in regional capitals around the country (Figure 1). 
 
Logically, this downward trend in grain prices should pick up speed with the end of the 
month-long celebration of Ramadan and the stepping up of harvesting activities at this 
time of year.   
 
This market trend should strengthen the purchasing power of grain-buying households.  
In contrast, a collapse in grain prices would be damaging to farm families, whose 
income is largely dependent on sales of grain crops. 
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IIl.  HOUSEHOLD FOOD OUTLOOK FOR 2004  
 
The nationwide food outlook for 2004 is reassuring. 
 
In the face of projected crop and animal production, an examination of the food outlook 
indicates that the majority of households around the country should not experience any 
major food security problems in the course of 2004.  Even structurally deficit areas lying 
north of the fourteenth parallel are showing a more promising food outlook than ever 
before.  Households in areas classified as food-insecure in the wake of production 
shortfalls for the 2002/03 growing season are also expected to see an improvement in 
their food situation.   
 
However, falling grain prices could be damaging to the nation’s farmers.  Given the risk 
of a collapse in producer prices for grain crops, it is strongly recommended that 
procurement operations be undertaken during the harvesting season to build up 
government and community grain inventories, which should contain the free fall in farm 
gate prices for farm families, whose income is largely dependent on sales of grain 
crops. 

Figure 1.  Trends in average millet prices for January-December 2003 on 
selected consumer markets 
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Graphic : FEWS NET Mali 

Source : OMA (Agricultural Market Observatory) 


