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MAURITANIA Food Security Outlook Update April 2018 

Ongoing deterioration of food insecurity situation in rural areas 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The failure (in the agropastoral zone) and absence (in central 
portions of the Senegal River Valley) of flood recession crops, 
combined with poor pastoral conditions, are leading poor 
households in these areas to turn to sales of livestock and 
atypical seasonal income strategies. The consumption and 
livelihood protection deficits they face are intensifying their 
Crisis situation (IPC Phase 3).  
 

• In the south of Guidimaka, Assaba and the two Hodhs, 
transhumance is resulting in an oversupply, which is slowing 
down the seasonal rise in livestock prices. Despite the increase 
in cereal imports from Mali, poor households are experiencing 
(in line with seasonal trends in an average year) consumption 
deficits – worsened by water access difficulties – which are 
placing them in Stressed (IPC Phase 2).   
 

• In the oasis and pastoral zones in the North, the scarce rainfall 
recorded in the cold season is not conducive to market crops 
or developing new pastures. The Minimal (IPC Phase 1) 
situation that prevailed until March is expected to become  
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) between April and September.  

 

CURRENT SITUATION 

Climatic conditions: The hot season has begun, with hotter 
temperatures and stronger winds than an average year. Cold 
season rainfall, which would generally arrive between December 
and March, was scarce and had little impact on farming systems 
(market gardening, date crops and livestock farming) in the oasis 
and pastoral zones in the North.   
 

Hot off-season irrigated crops: These crops were first planted in the 
Senegal River Valley, but far smaller areas have been farmed in 
2018 due to poor access to farm credit and the low seasonal river 
level.  Flood recession crops were harvested by early March, with 
estimates suggesting that production dropped to a five-year low.  
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Pastoral conditions: In the west, center and some northern parts of the country (east of Adrar, Inchiri and south of Dakhlet 
Nouadhibou), the pastoral situation is still a cause for concern. The existing livestock found there are raised solely on animal 
feed bought either from government-subsidized shops (MRO 6,000 per ton) or at double the price on the formal market. In 
the south of the rainfed crops zone bordering Mali, transhumanists are overexploiting pockets of pastureland. These have 
now deteriorated so badly that it is likely that livestock will have to be moved on from early May, whereas in an average year, 
they graze there until new green areas are ready nearby (late June/early July).  

 
Incomes: Apart from in the west of the Senegal River Valley (south of Trarza), where large farms employ an agricultural 
workforce, a poor household’s income is limited to small exodus payments and money raised by selling goats (if they still 
have any). However, incomes are between 70 and 85 percent lower than in an average year. However, coping strategies built 
around food loans have increased because shopkeepers – at the risk of receiving late or postponed payments – can either 
agree to these loans or see their business slow down, since households generally do not have resources.  
 
Markets and prices: The consumer markets in all the livelihood zones are well supplied with imported foods. Traditional 
cereals, which are in quite average supply in the South of the country (south of Guidimaka, Assaba and the two Hodhs) where 
imports from Mali supplement sales of local produce, are still in very low supply in the rest of the country. Here, livestock 
demand has joined human demand, with some varieties (sorghum hay, maize and wheat) being used as livestock feed. 
In all livelihood zones, the prices of local and imported cereals have remained stable since February. Nevertheless, compared 
with prices from the same period in 2017 and the five-year average, they have increased steeply, whereas in an average year, 
flood recession crop prices tend to fall in March. 
All livestock markets are experiencing a relatively low supply. Only those in the rainfed crops zone reached by transhumanists 
and Malians are well supplied (especially on weekly market days). In markets in the zones traditionally supplied by the 
agropastoral zone and the rainfed crops zone (Aoujeft, Nouakchott), livestock prices are registering high increases (of 
between 21 and 40 percent) due to the low supply.  
In the Magta Lahjar markets, the slight increase in the price of sheep (compared to February) might be related to the drop in 
livestock sales since the government launched its pastoral assistance program. 

UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 

The most likely FEWS NET scenario assumptions for the February to September 2018 period show changes in the rainfed crop 
zones, where significant transhumance is affecting the upward trend in livestock prices. Their sale constitutes the main source 
of seasonal household income. Changes are also observed in the pastoral and agropastoral zones in central and northern 
Mauritania, where the cold season rains have been so low that they will not provide sufficient water to produce quality 
vegetables and dates, which are an important source of income for poor households.  
 

PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2018 
Food insecurity levels are expected to continue to worsen between April and July. In the pastoral zones, the normal start of 
the rainy season from the end of July should see food insecurity levels gradually decrease thanks to the availability of milk 
and the rise in livestock prices.  
In the agricultural zones (with the exception of the Senegal River Valley, which is mainly dependent on irrigated and flood 
recession crops, the impact of which will not be felt until October), food insecurity levels will start to improve once agricultural 
activities have resumed (in June/July) and will gradually develop until the early harvest in September.  
It is likely that between April and May, the poorest households accounting for less than 20 percent of populations found in 
the west and center of the agropastoral zone and the central portions of the Senegal River Valley will receive assistance.  

ABOUT THIS UPDATE 
This report covers current conditions as well as changes to the projected outlook for food insecurity in this country. It updates the FEWS 
NET’s Food Security Outlook, which is published three times per year. Learn more about our work here. 
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