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KEY MESSAGES 

• The residual effects of Hurricane Irma are making it difficult for 
livelihoods in the Nord to recover. As a result, large parts of 
livelihood zone HT02 (particularly the Nord-Est) are in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3). The rest of the country, including Grand-Anse 
and the Southern Coast, is experiencing Stressed food security 
outcomes or Minimal food insecurity (IPC Phases 1 and 2).  

• The downpours between November and January hampered 
farming activities in the Nord-Est, particularly in plain areas. 
With very few farmers able to plant winter crops, there were 
no harvests, except in mountain areas where crop yields were 
still below-average with the cutbacks in spending due to the 
reduced economic means of local farmers. 

• The above-average levels of rainfall helped facilitate the 
planting of winter crops in other parts of the country, with 
ensuing harvests of beans, bananas, pigeon peas, and root and 
tuber crops improving local food availability.  

• Markets are well-stocked with locally grown seasonal crops, 
but prices are still high. On the other hand, prices for imported 
rice and maize have been stable in spite of the devaluation of 
the gourde vis-à-vis the dollar. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

            Source: FEWS NET 

HAITI: Food Security Outlook February through September 2018 

The Printemps campaign will improve the precarious food security situation in the aftermath 

of Hurricane Irma 

Current food security outcomes, February 2018  

Source: FEWS NET 
FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows 

key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national 

food security partners. 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

Current situation 

Assessment and climate outlook 

Rainfall conditions, which had been very favorable since 
December, actually improved in the month of January. 
Forecasting centers (NOAA, USGS, etc.) reported normal to 
above-normal levels of rainfall during this period. Even the Sud 
and, in particular, coastal plain areas in the throes of a major 
drought between July and September 2017 got regular 
downpours which helped wipe out the cumulative rainfall deficit 
for the summer growing season, mainly in Tiburon, 
Chardonnières, Port-à-Piment, Coteaux, and Roche-à-Bateaux.  

These conditions have been very beneficial for winter crops 
planted in November, for which harvests have been underway 
since the beginning of January in most areas of the country. They 
are also motivating farmers, who have begun preparing for the 
next growing season, with land preparation work already starting 
up. 

The vegetation index (NDVI) shows well-above-average levels of 
vegetation in all parts of the country compared with last year and 
the average for 2007-2016 (Figure 1).  

However, the strike by Hurricane Irma and the subsequent 
downpours in the Northeast hampered farming activities, 
particularly in plain areas. The excessive soil moisture in 
Ouanaminthe, Ferrier, and Fort Liberté prevented farmers from 
planting winter crops. As a result, there were no harvests, except 
in mountain areas of municipalities such as Sainte Suzanne, Mont 
Organisé, Carice, and Vallière where crop yields were still below-
average with the cutbacks in spending due to the reduced 
economic means of local farmers. 

In addition, the dry spells on the High Central Plateau hurt winter 
crops in that area, particularly in the municipalities of 
Thomassique, Cerca la Source, and Cerca Carvajal.   

Impact on seasonal crop production 

The good rainfall conditions helped produce average to above-
average harvests for the winter growing season devoted mainly 
to bean crops in all areas with the exception of the Nord-Est and 
the Haut-Plateau, particularly on the Southern Coast and in 
Grand'Anse. The same applies to harvests of banana, root and 
tuber (mainly yams and sweet potatoes), and peanut crops. 
Moreover, according to key informants on the ground, there 
were good farming conditions in other regions as well, such as 
the Sud-Est, Nippes, the Noprd-Ouest, the Artibonite, and certain municipalities in the Ouest. 

Projected food security outcomes, February to May 2018 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Projected food security outcomes, June to September 2018 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

Figure1. NDVI (Normalized difference vegetation index) 

anomaly for the period from January 21 to January 31, 2018 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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The rainfall activity between November and January hurt winter crops in the Nord-Est. Rice fields in Fort Liberté (Chalopin) 
have now been rehabilitated, which is not the case in Ouanaminthe and Ferrier. 

This was also the harvesting season for beans, peanuts, and pigeon peas on the Central Plateau. While excessive moisture 
rotted the roots of bean plants causing the loss of these crops (on the Bas Plateau), there were good harvests of peanuts and 
pigeon peas.  

In contrast, the dry spells on the Haut Plateau disrupted the planting of winter crops, resulting in poor if any harvests, 
particularly in the case of pigeon peas, which are one of 
the main cash crops produced at this time of year. 
Farmers with irrigation systems (generally using 
traditional irrigation methods) were able to plant 
crops. 

Food availability  

The average to above-average harvests of bananas, 
pigeon peas, and root and tuber crops, especially in 
Grande-Anse, the Sud, Nippes, and the Sud-Est, 
improved their availability on local markets. According 
to representatives of the CNSA observatories, there 
was reportedly a better availability of locally grown 
food crops in all municipalities of visited areas, 
particularly in the South, Grand’Anse, and other areas.  

Thus, a joint mission conducted by FEWS NET, the 
CNSA, and the FAO found markets well-stocked with 
both locally grown seasonal crops such as root crops, 
beans, pigeon peas, and bananas, as well as with 
imported foodstuffs. However, this good food 
availability has not significantly brought down prices. 

Price trends 

Prices for locally grown food crops such as maize and 
black beans rose by an average of 6.4 and 3 percent, 
respectively, between December and January. Prices 
for locally grown maize are also up, particularly on 
markets in Fond-des-Nègres (by 28.5 percent) and Les 
Cayes (by 21.7 percent), while black bean prices are 
starting to climb again at the same pace as in October-
November. On the other hand, prices for imported rice 
have been inching downwards (by an average of less 
than one percent) since November-December after 
rising for three consecutive months (by an average of 
more than four percent). Prices for imported maize (the 
Gadoro variety) also showed very little movement 
during this period (coming down by approximately one 
percent).1  

The rebound in prices for cooking salt on most 
monitored markets is noteworthy, particularly the 
jumps in prices on the Croix-des-Bossales (Port-au-
Prince) and Jérémie markets by 20 and 17 percent, 

                                                 
1Slight declines (of close to three percent) on the Gonaïves market and (of over two percent) on the Port-au-Prince and Port-de-Paix markets, bringing prices 
down by an average of less than one percent at the country level, with no movement in the prices of these crops on other markets. 

Figure 2a. Retail prices of locally grown black beans in Port-au-Prince 

(in HTG/kg) 

 
 
Figure 2b. Retail prices of imported rice in Port-au-Prince (in 

HTG/kg) 

Source: CNSA/FEWS NET 
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respectively, between December and January. The same applies to prices on markets in Les Cayes, Fond-des-Nègres, 
Gonaïves, and Hinche, though to a lesser extent, most of which are located in high-production areas. This rise in prices is 
attributable to the sharp decline in salt production in the month of January due to the overly high water levels in salt marshes.  

Prices for other foods such as cooking oil and wheat flour in particular have been relatively stable for this time of year. There 
were atypically large jumps in sorghum prices in Port-de-Paix (by more than 21 percent), Fond-des-Nègres (by more than 18 
percent), and Les Cayes (by more than 10 percent) between December and January. 

Prices for imported rice were 8.6 percent higher in January 2018 than in January 2017, while January prices for black beans 
and locally grown maize were down from the same time in 2017 (by 6.4 percent). On the other hand, prices for all three 
foodstuffs are well above their five-year averages (by 25.6 and 28.7 percent, respectively, in the case of black beans and 
maize, both of which are grown locally, and by close to 22 percent in the case of imported rice). 

Animal production  

The above-average rainfall activity in the month of January helped facilitate new pasture growth, enabling pastoralists to 
properly feed their animals. Thus, there is a normal demand for animal herding services in all parts of the country, which is a 
form of insurance for farmers. Animals are physically recovering, and their reproductive performance is improving, even in 
areas stricken by natural disasters in the last two years. In addition, organizations such as Oxfam GB (on the Southern Coast) 
and Caritas, as well as the Ministry of Agriculture (in Grand'Anse) have helped rebuild goat and horse populations by providing 
appropriate assistance for pastoralists in the form of training and distributions of livestock. However, pig and poultry 
populations are still suffering from the effects of Teschen disease and Newcastle disease in spite of the efforts of Ministry 
officials in charge of providing veterinary services.  

Supply and demand for farm labor 

Harvests of winter crops in most parts of the country and land preparation work for the 2018 spring growing season are 
currently fueling demand for farm labor. Land preparation work is already underway in Grand'Anse and the Sud with the 
continuing good rainfall conditions in these areas. This is an important source of employment for members of very poor and 
poor households working as day laborers for area farmers. This source of income should enable them to obtain seeds and 
other inputs in preparation for the 2018 spring growing season.  

However, the shortage of farm workers is driving up daily wage rates, which, on average, have jumped from 100-150 to 200-
250 gourdes or even higher (300 to 500 gourdes) in most areas with a high propensity for migration (the Nord-Est for 
example). This is due to the fact that workers are losing interest in farming activities, preferring to migrate to the Dominican 
Republic or to work as motorbike taxi drivers, which is a very common practice. 

Other sources of income  

Poor households also engage in petty trade in crops or other non-agricultural products and in the production and sale of 
charcoal as a way to supplement their regular income. Other households, particularly middle-income households, may receive 
cash remittances from abroad, which have been steadily increasing over the past few years with the growing numbers of 
migrants. 

Data obtained from the Bank of the Republic of Haiti (BRH) indicates a 17.5 percent increase in inbound private remittances 
from Haitian migrants over the past year (between December 2016 and December 2017), bringing the volume of these 
remittances to nearly USD 341 million (BRH, Note on Monetary Policy, December 2017). While very poor households do not 
receive any such remittances directly, they may benefit from these remittances to the extent that part of these funds are 
used for crop production (in rural areas for example) and channeled into other income-generating activities (construction, 
petty trade, etc.) 
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Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for February through September 2018 is based on the following assumptions with respect to 
nationwide conditions: 

• Seasonal forecast. The current La Niña conditions should produce average levels of rainfall early in the outlook period 
and continuing through the month of June with the transition to ENSO-neutral conditions. There could be a shift to El 
Niño conditions beginning in June-July, but their effects should not be felt until after the end of the outlook period.  

• Outlook for the 2018 Printemps and Eté growing seasons. The expected rainfall conditions during this period should 
help ensure the good progress of the Printemps growing season in all agro-ecological zones for all seasonal crops. 
However, the lack of economic means for the purchasing of farm inputs could delay the start-of-season, particularly in 
areas where various climatic shocks have severely depleted the assets of local farmers (the Nord-Est). Nevertheless, this 
should not significantly affect the growing season as a whole.  

• Farm labor. There should be a new surge in demand for farm labor between February and March with the start of the 
Printemps growing season. Harvesting activities beginning in April in certain areas (in Grand'Anse and on the Southern 
Coast for example) and in July in other areas, and the start of the Eté growing season will further heighten demand for 
farm workers. There could be a limited supply of labor with the high rates of migration by local workers. 

• Prices for imported and locally grown foods. Prices for locally grown maize could steadily rise through the month of 
April in the absence of any new harvests for the Hiver growing season and with the ongoing crop planting activities in 
certain areas. With a good part of the Hiver harvest of black bean crops reaching markets in February, there could be an 
improvement in the availability of these crops on certain markets, particularly in Les Cayes, Fond des Nègres, the Sud-
Est, and Port-au-Prince. Accordingly, prices for these crops stayed relatively low in February, but will steadily climb until 
the next round of harvests (in April, June, and July). Prices for imported foods such as rice, maize, flour, cooking oil, and 
sugar will remain stable but will be high. They will follow world market trends and will be adjusted in accordance with 
future changes in the exchange rate for the gourde vis-à-vis the dollar on the foreign exchange market. 

• General inflation. According to the Bank of the Republic of Haiti (BRH), the annual inflation rate could be 12.7 percent in 
the month of March, compared with 13.1 and 12.5 percent, respectively, in January and February 2018 (BRH, Note on 
Monetary Policy, December 2017).  

• Remittances. Migrant remittances remain an important source of income for many households. They are the main source 
of income for some households while, for others, they are confined to peak spending periods, particularly the beginning 
of the school year in September/October and the holiday season in December. The flow of remittances will likely slow in 
the first four months of the outlook period, picking up again with the start of classes. 

• Trends in the exchange rate. After six months of stability, the exchange rate has been rising again since the month of 
October. This trend is not expected to reverse, even with the injection of USD 25 million into the foreign exchange market 
by the BRH this past January. On the contrary, the national budget deficit in the first four months of this fiscal year 
suggests an even sharper devaluation of the Haitian currency against the U.S. dollar, resulting in an unfavorable 
macroeconomic environment for new investment and, thus, job creation. 

Most likely food security outcomes 

Between February and May, harvests of Hiver bean, pigeon pea, and, in particular, root, tuber, and banana crops should 
stabilize food security conditions. The good performance of these crops suggests a certain degree of stability in local food 
availability between now and the beginning of the lean season (March through May). In addition, income-generation from 
wage labor and the harvests of these food crops will help give poor households market access, though it will be limited with 
food prices unlikely to come down. Thus, most areas of the country will continue to experience Minimal food insecurity or 
Stressed food security outcomes (IPC Phases 1 and 2). Northeastern areas of the country, particularly low-lying areas, and 
certain municipalities in the center of the country (mainly on the Haut Plateau) are experiencing structural problems, with 
many households resorting to atypical strategies to gain access to food and nonfood products due to the current economic 
situation, moving these areas up into the Stressed or Crisis phases of food insecurity (IPC Phases 2 and 3).  
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Harvests of Printemps crops and the start-up of the second (Eté) growing season between June and September should 
normalize household food consumption due, in part, to the availability of fresh crops, but also to the seasonal boost in farm 
income. In addition, income from wage labor and other sources should help give households access to local and imported 
foods sold on area markets. As a result, all parts of the country will remain in IPC Phases 1 and 2. 

The maps produced by FEWS NET reflect overall food insecurity levels in areas of concern and municipalities as a whole. Thus, 
each area’s food security classification is based on the highest IPC phase classification of local households representing over 
20 percent of the population. In other words, there could be a certain number of households below this 20 percent threshold 
in a more severe situation than indicated on the map.  

AREAS OF CONCERN 

Livelihood zone HT-02 (North Tubers and 
Horticulture)  

Current situation  

Progress of the season 

There were above-average levels of cumulative 
rainfall in all parts of this area between October 
and December. 

In addition to the losses of last year’s Printemps 
crops, which hurt local food availability, the 2017 
été/automne growing season was largely spoiled 
by Hurricane Irma and the subsequent rainfall 
activity. As a result, there were smaller than 
average harvests of été/automne crops.  

The ensuing downpours between October and 
December affected yields of bean, maize, and rice 
crops, particularly in plain areas in the Nord-Est 
where the saturation of area soils delayed and, in 
some cases, prevented land preparation work for the winter growing season. This severely hampered farming activities. On 
the other hand, the rainfall in mountain areas helped facilitate preparatory work for the winter growing season, but shortages 
of farm inputs in general and seeds in particular prevented the timely planting of crops by farmers in these areas. Crop 
planting activities extended into January in certain parts of the Northern department (Limonade, Quartier Morin, etc.) and 
the few crops planted in November have not yet been harvested, except for the average banana and yam harvests in 
mountain areas. 

Thus, with this disruption in farming activities, there are below-average harvests for the winter growing season, except in 
mountain areas where crop yields are also below-average due to the cutbacks in spending with the reduced economic means 
of area households in the aftermath of the losses caused by Hurricane Irma.  

Food availability  

The availability of locally grown crops and household food stocks declined throughout the summer and fall and showed no 
improvement during the winter months. There were poor harvests of maize, rice, cowpea, peanut, pigeon pea, root and 
tuber, and banana crops in the Nord-Est. Farmers in mountain areas were able to obtain average yields of certain crops such 
as bananas and root and tuber crops, offsetting the reported losses of other food crops to some extent. Thus, mountain areas 
with a much more diversified farming system were able to produce a certain amount of food crops, which were distributed 
to area markets. On the other hand, there are more or less normal market supplies of miscellaneous imported foods and 
crops from other areas of the country.  

 

 

Map of area of concern HT02 – Nord  

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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Status of livestock-raising and fishing activities 

Very poor households have not yet replaced their animals lost during Hurricane Irma. Their remaining animals, particularly 
poultry, goats, and pigs, are facing acute animal health problems. As far as the fishing industry is concerned, the loss of 
mangroves severely damaged by Hurricane Irma and the inability of fishermen to engage in deep-sea fishing or replace their 
destroyed fishing equipment have limited the availability of fish and fish products.  

Supply and demand for labor  

The depletion of the assets of middle-income and better-off farming households in the Nord-Est in the aftermath of 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria limited their ability to hire local farm labor for the planting of automne and hiver crops or to 
harvest these crops. In addition, the flow of migration by farm workers to the Dominican Republic, which is a very common 
practice in this border area due to the better working conditions offered by farmers in that country and would have been the 
first choice of these local workers, was sharply reduced by a string of violent incidents along the border between the two 
countries. Nevertheless, relatively large numbers of workers continue to cross the border illegally, while the Caracol industrial 
park, which employs hundreds of area youths at a somewhat lower though stable rate of pay, also plays a relatively important 
role in ensuring the availability of employment opportunities for farm workers. 

Food prices  

Prices for locally produced ground maize on the 
Cap Haïtien market are stable and close to the 
seasonal average (Figure 3). Bean prices are high 
in areas where crops planted in November have 
not yet been harvested and where crop planting 
activities extended into January 

Other sources of income 

The sale of harvested crops and fruits is a 
relatively important source of income for poor 
households. However, the destruction of many 
avocado trees by Hurricane Irma represented a 
loss of potential earnings for impacted farmers, 
and citrus fruits in this area have been affected 
by citrus greening disease, which is destroying 
the trees and shrubs. There has been a sharp 
increase in charcoal production, particularly 
with the losses of livestock in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Irma. Poor households are even 
resorting to cutting down mango trees for charcoal production.  

Large numbers of households are continuing to engage in petty trading activities, mainly with the neighboring Dominican 
Republic, obtaining high-interest loans for this purpose. These transactions are conducted on the cross-border market in 
Ouanaminthe in a secure area and, thus, have not been affected by recent events. Motorbike taxi service is another 
increasingly popular occupation for area youths, though youths from very poor households do not own their own motorbikes 
and are forced to rent them. The volume of migrant remittances is reportedly not that large and they are not a major source 
of income. 

Humanitarian assistance  

There is no evidence of any ongoing deliveries of food assistance in this area. A few NGOs and other organizations such as 
USAID (through the AVANSE project) and the FAO are mounting food security assistance programs. USAID has started up a 
new reforestation project in livelihood zone HT02 which will also include a resilience-building component to help better 
manage economic and natural shocks.  

 

Figure 3. Retail prices of locally grown maize in Cap Haitien (in HTG/6 lbs.) 

Source : CNSA/FEWS NET 
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Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for February through September 2018 in this area is based on the following assumptions:  

• The projected ENSO conditions for 2018 are expected to produce average levels of rainfall between February and 
September. 

• There could be an available supply of mangoes in certain municipalities by February or March, continuing through the 
month of June. 

• There should be a larger availability of locally grown maize and beans with the harvests for the 2018 spring growing 
season. 

• There should also be a growing availability of bananas and root and tuber crops with the pick-up in crop production in 
mountain and certain plain areas. 

• There could be growing sales of charcoal in the first half of the outlook period with the low levels of income-generation 
from certain sources, followed by a normalization in the second half of the outlook period.  

• Demand for farm labor should be back to normal, particularly in the second half of the outlook period.  

• There could be a growing volume of sales of imported foods and crops from other areas with the shortfall in local crop 
production for the hiver growing season and the lean season between March and June.  

• There will be a poorer than usual availability of locally grown foods between April and June. 

• There will be a seasonal decline in production levels in salt marshes during the rainy season. However, this involves only 
a small number of municipalities and there is normally a slowdown in these activities during the rainy season.  

• With the shocks in 2017 depleting the assets of area farmers, there could be less demand for labor this year compared 
with previous years. 

• Wage rates for day labor should stay between 300 and 500 HTG for the entire outlook period, which is above-average. 

Most likely food security outcomes 

Between February and May, food availability on most markets should be ensured by locally grown crops from fields spared 
by the hurricanes and imported foodstuffs. Prices for imported foods should be stable and movements in prices for local 
crops should follow normal seasonal trends. Households in areas hardest hit by the hurricanes will have limited food access. 
The losses of crops will reduce income from crop sales as well as farm labor. Municipalities with fishing activities and salt 
production will also be affected, with local households facing reductions in their income. Households normally using part of 
their income to purchase inputs for the printemps growing season will need to find a balance between their food consumption 
needs and the planting of crops. The reduced incomes of intermediate or better-off households (with the depletion of their 
assets by previous shocks) will curtail job opportunities in farming activities for very poor and poor households in March or 
April. These households will continue to migrate to the Dominican Republic to perform farm work in that country or to large 
cities (Cap-Haïtien, Port-de-Paix, and Port-au-Prince) to look for work to enable them to meet their daily needs. Thus, this 
area is expected to remain in the Crisis (IPC Phase 3) stage of food insecurity, particularly low-lying areas, with certain parts 
of the area (mountain areas) experiencing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food security outcomes. 

Between June and September, assuming there are average harvests of spring crops, households should be able to maintain 
a more or less normal diet with home-grown crops (approximately 25 percent of their food intake) and income from the sale 
of crops or wage labor, which will enable them to purchase food supplies on local markets. The expected seasonal decline in 
prices with the eventual improvement in local food availability could also help facilitate their access for certain food crops on 
area markets. Households are slowly recovering from the loss of their livelihoods. There should be an improvement in 
livelihood conditions by June-July with income from the sale of spring crops and wage labor in harvesting activities and land 
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preparation work for the start-up of the summer growing season in July-August. Accordingly, the area as a whole should 
remain in the Stressed (IPC Phase 2) phase of food insecurity. 

Livelihood zone HT-03 (High Central Plateau: Thomassique, Cerca La source, Cerca Cavajal) 

Current situation  

Progress of the season 

The rainy season on the Plateau Central has been over 
since the end of October, which is the norm in this 
livelihood zone, which generally has a long rainy season 
usually beginning in April and extending through the end 
of October, followed by a dry season between November 
and March. A cold front crossing through the area in 
December and January produced a few atypical localized 
downpours. The rain was of great help to crops such as 
maize, beans, and bananas, which are currently being 
harvested. On the other hand, there are below-average 
levels of crop production on the Haut Plateau, where 
harvests of hiver peanut, pigeon pea, and cassava crops on 
the Haut Plateau were affected by a series of dry spells and 
sorghum harvests were affected by crop pest infestations 
(plant lice or aphids). Thus, only those farmers working 
fields relatively close to the banks of rivers were able to 
harvest food crops by manually carrying water from the 
river to irrigate their crops. This small group of farmers 
was also able to grow tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, 
cabbages, and okra.  

Food availability  

There are limited amounts of locally grown peanuts and beans from harvests of summer/fall crops on the Low Plateau due 
to the dry spells in this area and few sorghum crops due to aphids infestations. However, hiver bean crops on the Bas Plateau 
are doing well.  

There are normal supplies of imported foods and crops from other areas.  

Status of livestock-raising activities  

Very poor households raise almost exclusively poultry, selling relatively limited numbers of these and eventually other types 
of animals. The frequent thefts of livestock are a deterrent to the expansion of livestock-raising activities, which are only 
moderately important in this area and of minimal importance for very poor households. Certain farmers will tend the cattle 
and goat herds of better-off households, for which they are paid in kind, with an animal, which serves as a form of insurance 
to cover specific expenses. Animal health conditions are not that good. Goat herds are affected by problems with diarrhea 
and blindness and poultry flocks are affected by Newcastle disease. These animal health conditions are reducing income from 
the sale of animals in poor health and driving up animal mortality rates.  

Price trends  

There are normal market supplies of all crops with the exception of locally grown crops sensitive to dry spells such as peanuts. 
However, prices are high, particularly bean and maize prices, due to the reported problems with pigeon pea crops, which are 
a very popular substitute for beans and whose prices have been rising since the month of January. In addition, the lack of or 
poor harvests and the depleted reserves of été/automne crops are driving up the price of locally produced ground maize. The 
price of black beans on the Hinche market, for example, rose by approximately 11 percent between December and January 
(Figures 4a and 4b), while the average price of locally grown maize went up by more than four percent during the same 
period. These price fluctuations are due to the reportedly poor hiver harvests on the Plateau Central, particularly in highland 
areas. Moreover, this is one of the markets with the highest selling prices for imported rice (all varieties). 

Map of area of concern HT03: Central Plateau Maize and Tubers 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Demand for labor  

The seasonal decline in demand for farm labor at this 
time of year, sharpened by the current problems 
limiting access to the Dominican Republic, is reducing 
income from wage labor to below-average levels. The 
situation is further complicated by the fact that 
middle-income and better-off farmers do not have the 
money to hire members of very poor households as 
farm hands due to their poor harvests. 

 Other sources of income  

Petty trade and the sale of charcoal are two minor 
sources of income in livelihood zone HT03, after wage 
labor. Earnings from both sources are in line with the 
norm on the Bas Plateau, supplementing the incomes 
of very poor households. In contrast, petty trading 
activities other than the sale of charcoal on the Haut 
Plateau and in the localized areas referred to earlier in 
the report are running up against certain problems. 
Most of these activities involve trade with the 
Dominican Republic, which has been affected by one-
off incidents in border areas. Sales of charcoal 
produced from wood gathered in the Dominican 
Republic or locally are normally limited. 

Emergency humanitarian assistance  

There are no scheduled deliveries of food assistance 
to this area during the outlook period. A few NGOs or 
other organizations such as Caritas and AGRIDEV (with 
European Union funding) are mounting limited food 
security assistance programs.    

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for February through 
September 2018 in this area is based on the following assumptions: 

• The projected ENSO conditions for 2018 should produce average levels of rainfall between February and September. 

• The spring growing season for all types of crop should go normally, creating an average demand for farm labor. 

• There should continue to be normal herding activities. 

• Areas with some form of irrigation should continue to have a supply of water. 

• Farmers will continue to sell their (maize) crops to Dominican buyers as soon as they reach the flowering stage in the 
second half of the outlook period. However, the Dominicans buy these standing crops at very low prices. In addition, 
crop sales are not a major source of income for very poor households.  

• Poultry prices are expected to be above-average with the rising prices in large cities.  

• Weather conditions could affect the already fragile animal health conditions in this area. 

 

Figure 4a. Retail prices of locally grown black                                                                          
beans in Hinche (in HTG/6 lbs.) 

 

Source: CNSA/FEWS NET 

Figure 4b. Retail prices of locally produced ground maize in Hinche (in 

HTG/6 lbs.) 

 
Source: CNSA/FEWS NET 
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Most likely food security outcomes 

Between February and May, very poor households will face seasonal problems maintaining adequate food consumption. The 
situation is worse than usual due to the poor hiver growing season, but should improve over the next few months with the 
good outlook for the printemps growing season. Very poor households are facing a temporary reduction in their income with 
current problems limiting their access to the Dominican Republic. Income from farm labor may not suffice to remedy this 
situation. In addition, there are generally livelihood protection deficits during the lean season, which got underway earlier 
than usual this year (by February-March instead of in April). Most municipalities on the Haut Plateau will be in a Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) situation. 

The combined effects of printemps harvests and the availability of other crops (bananas, vegetables, etc.) after the good rainy 
season should normalize food consumption between June and September 2018, in the second half of the outlook period. In 
addition, the seasonal improvement in farm income with the picking and harvesting of crops and preparatory work for the 
summer growing season will help facilitate market access. This will improve the food consumption of very poor households 
to some extent. The seasonal pick-up in farm income and the expected restoration of access to the Dominican Republic in 
the second half of the outlook period will raise income levels in this area to a certain extent. Accordingly, most municipalities 
in livelihood zone HT03 will experience Minimal food insecurity or Stressed food security outcomes (IPC Phases 1 and 2). 

EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable 
responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive 
at a most likely scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

 

Area Event Impact on food security conditions 

Hurricane- 
stricken areas 

• Possible rise in food prices  • This will affect the food consumption of very poor 
households, with close to 60 to 70 percent of their 
expenditures involving purchases of food supplies. 

Livelihood 
zones HT02 
and HT03 

• Smaller harvests could reduce income 
from crop sales.  

• This could limit the food access of very poor and poor 
households. 

Far South and 
Far North 

• A major climatic shock such as a   
hurricane strike   

• This could cause crop losses and, thus, reduce 
employment opportunities and food availability.  

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

