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Expected improvement in food security with the Printemps harvests in June/July 

KEY MESSAGES  

• Improvement in the food security situation in Haiti is expected 
as of June/July with the Printemps harvests and ensuing drop in 
prices. There will be Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity 
in most parts of the country between July and September 2017. 
Areas affected by Hurricane Matthew will remain in the 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) phase of acute food insecurity.  

• The combined effects of the harvests and income from farm 
and nonfarm labor will keep food insecurity in most parts of the 
country at Minimal (IPC Phase 1) levels between October 2017 
and January 2018, except in certain localized areas of 
Grand'Anse, Sud, Sud-est, and Nippes, where conditions will be 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2).  

• Initial estimates suggest near-average levels of crop production 
for the 2017 Printemps season, with near or below-average 
levels of cumulative rainfall. However, the floods in April/May, 
the dry spells in May/June, and the late start-of-season are 
more than likely affecting harvests in certain areas. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security outcomes, June 2017 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows 

key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national 

food security partners. 

http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

Current situation 

Progress of the Printemps season. The first growing season for 
2017, which accounts for close to 60 percent of annual crop 
production in Haiti, has been marked by plentiful well-
distributed rainfall in all parts of the country. There were 
average levels of cumulative rainfall in most areas of the 
country, with above-average rainfall numbers in the 
southwestern reaches of Sud and Grand’Anse departments. 
According to remote sensing data and ground reports, the rainy 
season began one to two weeks early, except in a few parts of 
Haut Plateau, Nippes, Nord-est, and Nord-ouest, where ground 
reports show the rains getting off to a late start. There were very 
heavy downpours between the middle of April and the middle 
of June in most areas of the country, particularly in Grand’Anse 
and Sud, in the latter case, with floods and losses of bean crops 
in certain localized areas.  

The rains tapered off considerably between the middle of May 
and the middle of June, with extended dry spells in the last 
weeks of the season. Ground reports show mixed effects on 
crops, with the late June rains contributing to their success and 
the drought conditions in certain areas reducing crop yields.  

Aside from the localized flooding problems in certain 
communes, particularly on the Sud Peninsula, the rains were 
beneficial for the growth and development of Printemps crops 
(other than beans). The Normalized Difference Vegetation Index 
(NDVI) shows clear anomalies in plant health conditions and 
vegetative growth compared with the average (2007 à 2015). 
According to the NDVI, conditions across the country at the 
height of the season were above-average (Figure 1).  

Near-normal seasonal production. In general, the rains helped 
promote the growth and development of major Printemps 
crops, particularly maize and beans, in spite of the flooding 
problems and crop losses in certain areas. Maize in particular is 
the seasonal crop that gained the most benefit from these 
climatic conditions. Farmers in agro-ecological zones where the 
rains began in February and March planted near-average 
numbers of maize crops in spite of the absence of expected farm 
input assistance for this year in certain areas. Most of the 
assistance for this growing season was concentrated in areas 
stricken by Hurricane Matthew such as the Southern part of the 
country and parts of Nord-ouest. Farmers in other areas were 
left on their own to deal with the scarcity and high cost of seeds. 
These constraints had a negative impact on the size of cropped 
areas in Nippes, the Haut Plateau, Upper Artibonite, and Nord-
est.  

Maize has been growing in good conditions and is currently in 
the grain filling stage of the growing cycle in Sud, Sud-est, 
Grand'Anse, Artibonite (mountain areas), Nord, and Nord-est 
departments. Harvests of green maize are underway in areas 

Projected food security outcomes, June to October 2017 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
 

Projected food security outcomes, October 2017 to January 

2018 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key 

IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food 

security partners. 

Figure 1. NDVI (Normalized Difference Vegetation Index) 

anomalies for the period from June 1st through June 10th, 

compared with the average (2007-2015) 
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where the first crops were planted in February (Bas Plateau and Sud) and are completed in the Artibonite Valley, where volume 
of production is larger than usual. The current condition of these crops in other parts of the country points to good harvests, 
particularly in Nord and Nippes, where the break in the rains between the end of May and the first dekad of June was about to 
put crops in jeopardy, subjecting them to a severe water deficit at an important stage of their development. However, the rains 
in May and June allowed these crops to recover. Crop planting activities in areas where the seasonal rains got off to a late start 
such as Nippes (particularly in Arnaud, Grand Boukan, and Petite Rivière de Nippes), the Haut Plateau and Nord-ouest began at 
the end of May, extending through the month of June. 

However, bean crops, occupying a third of the cropped area in Sud and Grand'Anse, suffered from the rainfall activity in late 
April and May which, in certain cases, caused bean plants already in the maturity stage to germinate. Crops in Nord were also 
partially destroyed, where excess moisture reduced bean production to half the usual volume. On the other hand, crops in other 
areas such as Nord-est (in humid mountain areas like Mont Organisé and Carice), Sud-est, and parts of Nippes (Miragoane, 
Fond-des Nègres, and Paillant) were successful, producing near-average yields. 

This year’s yields from mango trees were average to below-average due to Hurricane Matthew, particularly in Sud and Nippes  
and nearly nonexistent in Grand'Anse. Yields in mountain areas of Nord-est were quite low and acerage in the Artibonite, 
particularly in Gros Morne – a bastion of mango production – and in Ouest, mainly in Léogane, Grand Goave, and Petit Goave. 
Mango production, a source of both food and income, continues to create jobs for members of very poor and poor households 
in producing areas, particularly the Francis mangoes earmarked largely for export. All related operations from the picking to the 
boxing of the fruit are job-creating activities. 

The hurricane strike in October has reduced this year’s breadfruit production in the Southern part of the country, where harvests 
usually initiate in June. To date, there have been no reports of any harvests of this fruit in Grand'Anse. The rainfall activity since 
March is helping to gradually regenerate the natural environment in this area. Breadfruit, mango, and other fruit trees are 
starting to grow new leaves, though it will take time for them to grow new fruit, particularly in the case of breadfruits, which 
are an important part of the household diet as a source of energy. The market supplies of these fruits observed by members of 
a field assessment conducted by FEWS NET in May, particularly in Grand'Anse, are mostly from a few communes in Ouest 
(Arcahaie), Nord, and the Nord-ouest.  

The good conditions in rice-growing areas such as the Artibonite Valley, the plain of Les Cayes in Sud, and the Maribahoux Plain 
in Nord-est bode well for a good rice crop this year. For example, transplanting work is underway in the Valley, which accounts 
for close to 75 percent of national rice production. The ongoing dredging of irrigation canals launched by the Haitian President 
as part of the public works program known as the Caravane du changement (Convoy of Change) is laying the groundwork for 
improving this year’s rice production in the lower Artibonite.  

Rice harvests for this year’s first growing season (from January through March) are underway on the Maribahoux Plain. 
According to the food security observatory in that area, current estimates put production 65 percent above-average, which 
should improve the availability of local rice in this area. Preparations are underway for the second (été) growing season kicking 
off in July, bolstered by USAID’s AVANSE project targeted at eight to ten thousand recipients in the Nord and Nord-est. Rice 
fields on the Plain of Les Cayes are in very good condition owing to the beneficial rains in April and May. 

However, like in 2016, the main obstacle to achieving a much larger volume of production is the high cost of chemical fertilizer. 
In fact, this is a common problem for all crops grown at this time of year. Rice farmers will need to continue to buy fertilizer 
from private distributors. In any case, preliminary field assessments by different agencies (the FAO, WFP, CNSA, FEWS NET, etc.) 
generally agree on the prospect of a good volume of crop production for the Printemps season in line with the norm. However, 
the upcoming assessment by the Ministry of Agriculture will provide more detailed information on production levels for each 
of this season’s crops. 

Availability of food crops. Rice, maize, beans, and bananas are currently being harvested and can be found on all markets. In 
fact, these ongoing harvests are helping to improve general food availability across the country. However, as usual, most market 
supplies are imported, particularly in areas affected by Hurricane Matthew. In fact, with the lack of household production in 
Grand'Anse, local households are reliant on market purchases for their food supplies. Thus, there are clear changes in their diets 
due to the limited availability of root vegetables, tubers, breadfruits, and bananas, all of which are grown locally and in short 
supply since the hurricane strike. Markets are well-stocked with locally grown crops from Sud-est, Nippes, Sud, Plateau Central, 
and Nord-est (mainly from Mont Organisé and Carice), from the harvests of bean and other crops in those areas. 
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Price trends. In May, prices for imported rice, main staple 
food, were extremely stable at levels slightly above the 
five-year  

average (Figure 2). The improvement in the availability of 
locally grown crops is helping to keep prices across the 
country somewhat stable and triggering a slight seasonal 
decline in prices for locally grown crops in certain areas. 
For example, in May 2017, maize prices were relatively 
stable, though up slightly, unlike the trend in April. This 
same pattern has been reported on various markets with 
the exception of Jacmel, where there have been atypical 
trends in maize prices in particular (which were up by an 
average of more than five percent from the previous 
month and from last year) due to the limited availability of 
local crops with harvests not yet underway. The largest 
though still modest fluctuations are in black bean prices, 
which are up by 2.4 percent, due mainly to the highly 
atypical behavior of prices in the Cap Haïtien market 
(which jumped by more than 46 percent in May after a 25 
percent drop in prices between March and April) and the 
Port-au-Prince market (where prices are up by 11.6 
percent) (Figure 3).  

Black bean prices were also affected by the prices of other 
local varieties of beans that are popular at this time of year 
(particularly lima beans) and by the large availability of 
imported beans (pinto beans in particular). Prices are still 
very firm compared with last year’s levels and well above 
the five-year average in spite of the first harvests and drop 
in the value of the U.S. dollar against the Haitian gourde since the announced US$ 120 million injection into the foreign exchange 
market by Haiti’s monetary authorities. This measure is designed to increase the supply of foreign currency to ease pressure on 
the foreign exchange market and, thus, on commodity prices in general, and prices for imported commodities in particular. 

Animal production. The rainy season has helped spur new pasture growth, enabling pastoralists around the country to properly 
feed the livestock, even in areas particularly affected by Hurricane Matthew. There have been large losses of livestock in the 
southern part of the country, particularly in Grand'Anse. However, with the regeneration of the natural environment, livestock 
body condition is improving and as well as their reproductive performance. Nevertheless, there are still a shortage of available 
pasture due to the magnitude of previous losses. Newcastle Disease poses an imminent threat to poultry in several parts of the 
country in that it tends to decimate poultry populations. In addition to the threat of Newcastle Disease, parasites are attacking 
goat populations in Artibonite, Centre, and Nord-est departments, while Teschen Disease is steadily spreading among pig 
populations, particularly in the Artibonite Valley. 

Demand for labor. The demand for labor leveled off during the lean season following the seasonal rise in demand for farm labor 
for the Printemps growing season. It is about to gain new momentum, fueled, on one hand, by the current rainfall in Nippes, on 
the Haut Plateau, in Nord-ouest, and in other parts of the country kicking off crop planting activities in these areas in late May 
and June and, on the other hand, by the need for workers for ongoing harvesting activities in areas where crops were planted 
on schedule. Ongoing activities in certain areas such as Artibonite, Centre department (the Haut Plateau), and Nord-est in 
particular are creating a high demand for labor. The high demand and relative scarcity of farm workers in the Artibonite have 
increased the daily wage rate from 100 to 150 gourdes to approximately 200 gourdes plus meals. The fact is that workers are 
increasingly less interested in doing farm work, preferring to migrate to the Dominican Republic or to engage in the extremely 
common practice of driving motorbike taxis. There is also a flow of seasonal migration by farm workers from mountain areas of 
Artibonite and Nord-est to irrigated plains at harvest time or during crop planting periods in search of better working conditions 
than in their respective home areas. 

Figure 2. Retail price of imported rice (HTG/kg) in Port-au-Prince 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 3. Retail price of black beans in (HTG/kg) in Port-au-Prince 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Other sources of income. In addition to farm labor, poor households also engage in petty trade, including the sale of crops or 
nonfarm commodities such as used clothing, sweets, etc., and the production and sale of charcoal. These activities enable 
households to supplement their regular income to some extent. 

Steady increase in private remittances. Data compiled by the Central Bank of Haiti (BRH) indicates a steady growth in private 
remittances. In fact, the volume of remittances transferred by February 2017 increased by more than seven percent compared 
February 2016, or by more than US$ 277 million. This figure is likely to increase between now and September with the beginning 
of the school year and the holiday season in December. However, very poor households do not normally receive private 
remittances from abroad. They may benefit indirectly in that recipients will use part of these funds for crop production and 
other activities. 

Emergency humanitarian assistance. Most humanitarian assistance programs were scheduled to end in June. This explains the 
reported sharp reduction in the number of program recipients of all types as of that month. Thus, ongoing programs mounted 
in the first half of the year, particularly USAID-financed programs implemented by CARE, CRS, and other organizations, are 
currently assisting less than 25 percent of targeted households, or approximately 234,000 households concentrated mainly in 
areas hit by the hurricane and the recent floods. The American Red Cross, Solidarity International, the Swiss and Haitian Red 
Cross, and other international organizations are planning to assist more than 9,000 households beginning in June as part of their 
food security and rapid recovery programs. This assistance involves distributions of seeds (for maize, bean, and cassava crops), 
fishing equipment, and female goats in Nippes (Petite Rivière and L'Asile) and cash transfers for farmers to jump-start crop 
production in Sud-est (in the commune of Bainet), etc. 

Typical hurricane season. The month of June normally marks the beginning of the hurricane season extending through 
November 30th. Its location in the direct path of hurricanes, its degraded environment, its limited infrastructure, and its poor 
quality housing continue to make Haiti extremely vulnerable to hurricane strikes. These natural phenomena generally affect 
livelihoods, destroying crops, livestock, and economic and social infrastructure, taking human lives, etc. Two to four of the 
predicted storms are expected to be major hurricanes. Given the country’s high vulnerability, this suggests the need to take 
precautions in anticipation of one or more potentially severe hurricane strikes. 

Assumptions 

The following general assumptions are based on the findings outlined above: 

• Crop production for the Printemps season. Based on the average or above-average rainfall between April and June 2017 
and the progress of Printemps crops, there should be near-average levels of crop production in general and maize 
production in particular for the Printemps growing season, even in Sud and Grand'Anse departments. 

• Based on forecasts by CariCOF and a combination of international forecasts (NMME, ECMWF, USGS), there will likely be 
average to above-average levels of cumulative rainfall between June and August in all parts of the country. Rainfall levels 
between September and November will likely be above-average in Nord and about-average in the rest of the country. In 
view of these forecasts, there will most likely be near-average levels of crop production across the country for the 
Eté/Automne season, which is a relatively important growing season on the Plateau Central and in semi-humid mountain 
areas. Given the country’s high vulnerability, this suggests the need to take precautions in anticipation of one or more 
potentially severe hurricane strikes.  

• Demand for farm and nonfarm labor and wage rates. There will likely be a growing demand for farm labor with the 
harvesting and crop planting activities in June/July and August, respectively (the Printemps harvests and crop planting 
activities for the Eté/Automne season) and the land preparation and crop planting work for the Hiver season (between 
October and November). However, there will probably be less demand for farm labor for the Eté season in drier areas with 
the seasonal slowdown in farming and harvesting activities, which will mean less wage income for very poor and poor 
households. The ongoing reconstruction projects in disaster areas are also likely to recruit farm workers in these areas. This 
could create a shortage of available labor for farming activities in these areas while reconstruction work is still in progress, 
which would drive up daily wage rates. 

• Trends in other sources of income. With the conducive socioeconomic conditions for the expansion of activities such as 
petty trade and motorbike transportation services serving as sources of extra income for poor households, they will 
continue to play an important role in most of the country. 
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• Private remittances from the diaspora. Remittances from Haitian diaspora inject more than two billion U.S. dollars into the 
country’s economy each year, accounting for a fourth of its gross domestic product. They are the main source of income 
for many households while, for others, they simply help cover major household expenses at certain times of the year, 
particularly at the beginning of the school year in September/October and during the holiday season in December.  

• Prices of imported food (including expected trends in international rice prices). World markets for imported food, 
particularly rice, are still relatively well-stocked and there are good farming conditions in most of the major exporting 
countries. Thus, in spite of the moderate price rise in May, inventory levels are unchanged and there is less likelihood of 
any major changes in prices during the outlook period. Accordingly, Haitian importers should be able to continue getting 
supplies from their usual providers and a change in price would not have a major impact on their buying habits. Prices for 
imported staple food, particularly rice, will probably stay close to their current levels between June 2017 and January 2018, 
particularly with the relatively stable exchange rate for the gourde against the dollar since the U.S. dollar injection into the 
foreign exchange market by the monetary authorities (the Central Bank). 

Prices of locally grown foods. The larger supplies of locally grown foods such as ground maize and beans in particular with 
the harvests in June/July will likely bring down their current prices, though they will stay above the five-year average. Their 
high prices will boost the incomes of better-off farmers but will weaken the purchasing power of poor households. The 
upward adjustment in fuel prices at the pump is also likely to drive up the cost of staple foods all across the country by 
increasing shipping costs, particularly in remote areas. 

• Outlook for the hurricane season. Based on the forecast by the Tropical Meteorology Project at Colorado State University, 
the most likely scenario for the 2017 hurricane season is for above-normal hurricane activity through November 2017. 
Current food security analyses do not consider the possibility of a direct hit by a hurricane, which could cause major damage 
with significant effects on food security. 

• Humanitarian assistance. The number of recipients of humanitarian assistance is expected to drop sharply in June 2017 
with the termination of scheduled, funded assistance projects for that period. Very little scheduled and funded assistance 
is expected to be delivered over the course of the outlook period.  

Most likely food security outcomes 

The country is still feeling the residual effects of Hurricane Matthew and the April and May floods, even with the reported 
progress in farming and breeding activities in impacted areas. The persistence of a number of major problems such as high price 
levels are concealing certain after-effects from a food security standpoint. In many aspects, the situation is improving compared 
with the first half of this year. For example, there are good crop production prospects for the Printemps season in many areas 
with the exception of Grand'Anse and Sud, both of which were particularly affected by the recent floods and are still affected 
by the shocks from Hurricane Mathew, particularly for maize and crops other than beans. An increase of food availability and 
food supply will lead to prices for locally grown foods to drop, improving food access. Also, the income-generating activities and 
increase in demand for labor in most parts of the country suggest higher incomes for very poor households.  

Thus, food security conditions are clearly improving. Most very poor and poor households will see some improvement in their 
food security situation between June and September 2017 through household crop production and market purchases with 
income from on-farm employments and the production and sale of charcoal. Their purchasing power could also improve with 
the stabilization and drop in prices for staple food crops from the Printemps harvest. As a result, there will be Minimal (IPC 
Phase 1) acute food insecurity outcomes in most areas of the country. However, households in areas particularly affected by 
Hurricane Matthew, particularly Grand'Anse, Sud, certain parts of the Sud-est, and Nippes, will have difficulty meeting their 
basic needs, even with the use of non-sustainable strategies. Thus, conditions in these areas will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
through at least the month of September, with fewer areas experiencing these Stressed (IPC Phase 2) conditions between 
October 2017 and January 2018. An IPC analysis scheduled to be conducted by the Technical Working Group this coming 
September will update and refine these analyses and classifications. 

AREAS OF CONCERN 

The areas of concern, namely Grand’Anse department and the western reaches of the Sud department, occupy the western 
portion of the Southern Peninsula and are defined in these analyses by the shock they sustained from Hurricane Matthew in 
October 2016 and the similar livelihoods of local households, with some overlapping in the types of activities pursued in the 
areas in question (livelihood zones HT-07 and HT-08). All these communes were in the direct path of the hurricane and, thus, 

http://webcms.colostate.edu/tropical/media/sites/111/2017/07/2017-07.pdf
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were especially hard hit by the hurricane strike. As far as livelihoods are concerned, the affected areas of livelihood zone HT07 
have a traditional farming system based on food production without the use of farm inputs. The main crops found in these areas 
are maize, sorghum, beans, pigeon peas, yams, bitter cassava, and sweet potatoes. Farming, breeding, and petty trade are 
crucial mainstays of the household economy in this area. However, poor households are much more involved in intermittent 
activities designed to boost their income (mainly, in the sale of charcoal, wage labor, and self-employment activities). 

Livelihood zone HT-08 occupies the westernmost reaches of the country’s southern coast, between Jérémie and Saint-Jean-du-
Sud. Certain districts in this livelihood zone are right on the coast and local residents engage in fishing. The main farming system 
is a rainfed farming system, but the area is only moderately productive, with net food production deficits. The main crops grown 
in this area are maize, pulses (peas, beans, and peanuts), root crops and tubers (yams, sweet potatoes, and cassava), plantains, 
and fruits (banana figs, coconuts, mangoes, pomegranates, citrus, and breadfruits). Typical activities in this livelihood zone 
include farming, livestock-raising, gathering of bush products, fishing, wage labor, trade, and charcoal production. 

Livelihood zone 7: Grand’Anse, Maize, Cassava, Beans and Bush production; and livelihood zone 8: Grand’Anse, 
Maize, Cassava and Bush 

Current situation 

Progress of the Printemps season. The rains began in March, producing above-average rainfall activity in April (the last two 
weeks) and May. Despite the localized flooding problems, 
this rainfall activity helped promote the growth and 
development of Printemps crops (particularly maize), with 
the exception of the black bean crops damaged by heavy 
downpours. There was reportedly a dry spell between the 
middle of May and the middle of June, but the rainfall 
activity since mid-June helped crops make good progress 
(Figure 4). The June harvest for the Printemps season went 
well owing to the beneficial effect of the average or above-
average rainfall. However, there are very few root and 
tuber crops, bananas, and breadfruits compared with the 
large availability of these crops prior to Hurricane 
Matthew. Root and tuber crops (yams in particular) are 
normally planted in February or March. However, very few 
yam crops were planted this year due to the lack of 
cuttings or mini-sets in the natural environment. Banana 
plants normally regenerate but, right now, are not 
producing any fruit. 

Availability of food crops. Markets still have low stocks of locally grown crops. Most of the crops found on local markets are 
from other countries and other departments such as Ouest (Port-au-Prince and Arcahaie), Sud (Cayes, etc.), and Nippes 
departments and Miragoane in particular. This was not the case before the strike by Hurricane Matthew. Markets in this area 
and Grand’Anse in particular are normally stocked with locally grown foods, except for products generally imported by the 
country-at-large such as rice, sugar, cooking oil, spaghetti, etc. The Haitian products currently found on these markets are from 
other parts of the country and markets have larger than usual supplies of processed foods.  

Price trends. Food prices are higher than they were before Hurricane Matthew higher than last year. Bean prices have more 
than doubled, though May prices were stable. April prices for black beans in the Jérémie market, for example, were more than 
eight percent below last year but well above the five-year average (by 29.2 percent). Maize prices have dropped sharply (by 
11.8 percent) but are still showing a pattern of extremely atypical behavior compared with last year and the five-year average. 
This is yet another reflection of the deterioration in farming conditions since the hurricane struck the area. However, prices for 
imported rice on the Jérémie market remain stable compared with last year (-3.2 percent) and the five-year average (+3 percent) 
In spite of the current situation. 

Demand for labor. There was a stable demand for labor up until the month of June, which marks the end of the lean season. 
Workers usually organize into squads of seven to ten men, for example. Squad members can earn more than 100 gourdes a day 
for only two or three hours of work. The Printemps growing season is nearly over, with harvests beginning in June and reaching 
their peak in July. Day laborers are being hired as usual during this period, but in small numbers. However, the supply of farm 

Figure 4. CHIRPS rainfall estimate (mm) for Grand’Anse Department

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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labor has been dwindling since the strike by Hurricane Matthew due to urban migration or migration to other parts of the 
country, particularly to Port-au-Prince. 

Other sources of income. Livestock sales, particularly sales of goats, have increased since the strike by Hurricane Matthew. 
Households are resorting to selling animals to maintain their food access and meet other pressing needs. Fishing activities all 
along the coast (in Anse d'Hainault, Pestel, Dame Marie, Pestel, and Irois) have been in trouble since the strike by Hurricane 
Matthew. The lack of equipment and adequate resources is reducing the size of the fishing population (30 percent of households 
living in municipalities in coastal areas), which has translated into a smaller supply of fish and fish products since the hurricane. 
Thus, in spite of its potential, the fishing sector cannot currently provide local fishermen with a substantial income. According 
to ground reports, the reaction by members of fishing households is to hire themselves out as farm laborers and engage in petty 
trade and charcoal production. With approximately 30 percent of households in communes along the coast engaged in fishing 
activities, the sale of fish and fish products is normally an important source of income. However, the hurricane’s impact on this 
sector will reduce the supply of fish and fish products and income from these activities. In addition, the losses of poultry and, 
particularly, of goats are limiting income from this source.  

Emergency humanitarian assistance. CRS, CARE, and other organizations are distributing food stamps and vouchers for the 
amount of 4,000 gourdes to more than 7,000 heads of households, mainly in the Moron and Chambellan areas. There are also 
distributions of assistance underway in other municipalities designed to help farmers jump-start their crop production and, 
particularly their need for seeds.  

Nutritional situation. There have been no new nutritional surveys to update existing data.  

Assumptions 

• Crop production for the Printmps season. There will be near-average harvests of Printemps maize crops, though harvests 
of bean crops affected by the excessive rainfall will be as much as 50 percent below-average. Harvests of root crops, tubers, 
bananas, and breadfruits will also be below-average due to the shortage of seeds since the strike by Hurricane Matthew.  

• Eté and Hiver season. The second growing season (Eté/Autuomne season) is also devoted to growing maize and beans, 
mainly in humid and semi-humid mountain areas. This is followed by the last growing season of the year, beginning in 
October. Both season could be successful, with USGS forecasts for June through November 2017 predicting good 
meteorological conditions with average to above-average levels of rainfall in this department. These new crops will be 
harvested in October in November. 

• There will also be a demand for labor for land preparation work for both growing seasons, which should go normally after 
the Printemps harvests and with the projected favorable climatic conditions and average to above-average levels of 
cumulative rainfall for the entire outlook period. 

• Availability of locally grown food crops. The fairly good June harvests will improve the availability of locally grown maize. 
Household food stocks from these harvests could last 
up to four months. There will be a somewhat more 
limited availability of beans due to the reported losses 
of these crops. The successful outcome of the spring 
season compared with last season, particularly in the 
case of maize crops, will modestly improve local food 
availability and facilitate the planting of Eté and 
Autuomne crops. Markets will continue to be stocked 
with foodstuffs from other parts of the country, as 
well as with imported foods. 

• Prices of locally grown and imported foods. There is 
normally a drop in the prices of cereal crops in general 
and maize in particular from recent harvests 
beginning in the month of June. Prices for imported 
foods could stabilize with the relative improvement in 
the exchange rate for the gourde against the dollar. 
However, since this year’s harvests are not expected 
to be any better than they were last year, in neither case will this help bring prices back down to pre-hurricane levels. 

Figure 5. CHIRPS rainfall estimate (mm) for the Southern 

Department 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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• The shortage of equipment will keep fishing activities at below-normal levels. 

• Humanitarian assistance. In addition to Care and CRS, which are already active in this department, approximately five other 
organizations will mount new operations in this area between June and December 2017 as part of food security or post-
Matthew rapid recovery programs, including UMCOR, Première Urgence Internationale (PUI), the IFRC, the Swiss Red Cross, 
and the Canadian Red Cross. These operations will include three components: distributions of seeds and cash transfers in 
support of farming activities, particularly for the July and August season, and cash-for-work programs. They will serve at 
least 2,453 households in the communes of Anse d'Hainault (with the majority of program recipients), Irois, and Corail. 
Other communes like Beaumont and Jérémie will also benefit from these operations, though to a lesser extent compared 
with the first two communes. However, the amount of emergency assistance scheduled to be provided to this area is 
negligible compared with the enormity of the needs in these communes. 

Most likely food security outcomes 

Between June and September 2017, there will be an available supply of freshly harvested Printemps crops such as maize and 
beans. There are still normal sales of maize and black bean crops planted and harvested as part of the spring growing season 
in spite of the reported losses of bean crops. Poor households will begin to sell and consume crops from these main harvests 
almost immediately. The high prices of locally grown crops continue to undermine household purchasing power, particularly 
that of very poor households. The scarcity of other crops such as root crops, tubers, etc. since the hurricane strike will force 
households to purchase them on the market. However, the stable demand for labor during this period will provide them with 
enough cash income to cover these purchases. There is a high demand for farm labor at that time of year, which is met by 
members of local households and, in particular, very poor households. Thus, very poor households will be facing Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2) acute food security outcomes. 

Between October 2017 and January 2018, there will be a further improvement in conditions in certain areas with the expected 
good average to above-average rainfall activity for the entire outlook period despite the more limited farming activities at this 
time of year compared with the Printemps season. Wage income and proceeds from the sale of crops will help households 
maintain their food access on local markets. There is relatively little activity in this area between November and January, 
particularly in livelihood zone HT-07, with certain residents engaging in seasonal migration or, mainly, in different types of 
independent occupations such as bricklaying, woodworking, charcoal production and sales, and petty trade. This will enable 
most households to meet their basic food needs without resorting to non-sustainable strategies and, thus, to experience 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity, though conditions in certain especially hard hit areas will remain Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2). 

Livelihood Zone HT08: Sud, Beans, Bananas and Petty trade; and Livelihood zone HT07: Sud, Maize, Cassava and 
Bush products  

Current situation 

Progress of the Printemps season. The Printemps season got underway in February and went well owing to the beneficial effect 
of the well-above-average and very evenly distributed rainfall activity in April and May. In fact, up until the first dekad of April, 
there was no visible difference in rainfall conditions from last year or from the five-year average for that fact. However, there 
were clear differences in rainfall numbers between the second dekad of April and the second dekad of May. The main crops 
planted for the Printemps growing season are beans, maize, rice, vegetables (peppers and eggplants), peanuts, root crops, and 
tubers. Farmers were furnished with farm input assistance (mainly seeds) by the government and various organizations such as 
the FAO, the SECAL project by the French Development Agency, and Action Caremi to jump-start crop production in areas 
especially hard hit by Hurricane Matthew. According to the report on a field mission conducted by FEWS NET, this assistance 
helped increase the size of the area planted in crops by as much as approximately 30 percent from last year. Harvests of maize 
(occupying 60 percent of cropped plain areas) and beans (occupying most hillside areas) are currently underway. 

The performance of the Printemps season was largely positive from the standpoint of vegetative and crop growth, particularly 
in the case of maize and rice. A field assessment conducted in May found maize crops in a very advanced stage of development, 
with some crops already in the heading stage. Other major crops (rice, bananas, pearl millet, etc.) are doing well, spurred by the 
extremely favorable rainfall conditions.  

The floods triggered by the rains in the last two weeks of April and throughout the month of May had much more serious though 
different impacts on bean crops depending on their location in plain or mountain areas. According to the field assessment and 



HAITI Report Type June 2017 to January 2018 

 

  

Famine Early Warning System Network 10 
 

ground observations, an average of 40 to 60 percent of bean crops planted in plain areas were lost due to the excessive rainfall. 
Losses in mountain areas are estimated at close to 70 percent with the severe erosion of farmland in these areas. Crops in areas 
unaffected or only slightly affected by the excessive rainfall (Aquin, Saint Louis du Sud, Cavaillon, Camp Perrin, etc.) have made 
normal progress. 

Availability of food crops. There is reportedly a larger availability of locally grown food crops with the harvests beginning in 
June, particularly in the case of maize. Bananas, root crops, and tubers are grown year-round in the southwestern part of the 
department (livelihood HT08). Common crops such as roots, tubers, bananas, and local varieties of rice only slightly affected by 
the recent severe weather are also starting to become available. Markets are stocked with both local crops and imports but 
there are larger than usual supplies of imports, with a large part of their supplies of crops shipped in from Port-au-Prince. 
Households will have average supplies of maize and beans at their disposal from the harvest for the spring season, particularly 
beans. Yields of root and tuber crops will be below average, which had been an important source of food in this area, due to 
the inability of local households to plant the usual numbers of these crops. Thus, their average or below-average yields will force 
households to continue to resort to market purchases to round out their diet. 

Price trends. Food prices are higher than they were prior to Hurricane Matthew and up from last year. Bean prices have more 
than doubled, though they have been stable since January. Prices for black beans on the Les Cayes market, for example, are 29 
percent more expensive and 30 percent above the five-year average. Maize prices have also been stable for the same period 
and are still stable in spite of the ongoing harvest. May prices for imported foods in general and rice in particular were also 
stable, were unchanged from last year, but were above the five-year average. 

Demand for labor. The high demand for farm labor for the start of the Printemps growing season has since stabilized, with the 
focus shifting to charcoal production and the rebuilding and repairing of homes damaged by the recent severe weather during 
the lean season (between April and June). This basically explains the shortage of farm workers in spite of the fact that farm 
wages are virtually unchanged from 2015 and 2016, at 100 gourdes for half a day’s work. However, there will be a new surge in 
demand for farm labor for the June/July harvests. 

Other sources of income. Sales of livestock in general and goats in particular have picked up since the strike by Hurricane 
Matthew. Households are resorting to occasional sales of livestock as a way to obtain food and meet other needs. There has 
also been a major slowdown in fishing activities in coastal areas (livelihood zone HT-08) occupying a third of the total surface 
area of the Southern department, which normally serve as a source of household income. 

Emergency humanitarian assistance. Since the strike by Hurricane Matthew, the humanitarian community has been focusing 
its attention on the Far South. Over half of all scheduled assistance for the Printemps season was concentrated in that area. 
There are numerous national and international organizations present in the area conducting programs in different sectors such 
as agriculture, sanitation, education, health, food assistance, etc. serving more than 33,000 households. Recovery programs for 
the agricultural sector include ongoing distributions of seeds by UMCOR to approximately 1,000 households, mainly in the 
communes of St-Louis (with over a third of all recipients), de Chantal, Maniche, Torbeck, Cavaillon, Arniquet, and Les Cayes 
(rural areas). 

Nutritional situation. There have been no new nutritional surveys to update existing data.  

Assumptions 

• Crop production. Crops planted in July/August will be ready for harvesting in October and November, with harvests of Hiver 
crops and other annual crops such as sorghum, pigeon peas, etc. getting underway in December-January. Including yields 
of other crops such as market garden produce, rice, fruits, and sweet potatoes, there should be near-normal levels of crop 
production with the beneficial effect of the heavy rains on these crops. Thus, common crops like root and tuber crops, 
bananas, and local varieties of rice only slightly affected by the recent severe weather will be available throughout the 
outlook period. 

• Demand for farm labor. There will be a new surge in demand for labor with the upcoming harvests and ensuing growing 
seasons. These activities should generate household income between June and September. In addition, the demand for 
labor between October and January will help provide farm workers with substantial incomes giving them market access. 
For poor households, there will continue to be a high demand for labor for charcoal production and home repairs. 
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• Prices of locally grown crops. The improvement in food availability will bring down prices for locally grown food crops, 
though they will hold firm against annual price levels and the five-year average. Markets will be stocked with local crops, 
crops from other parts of the country, and imports. Prices for imported foods will remain stable. 

• Humanitarian assistance. Scheduled humanitarian programs for the outlook period are much smaller in scale than ongoing 
operations in terms of the number of beneficiaries served, which is limited to approximately 3,200 households in the 
communes of Chantal, Chardonnières, Coteaux, Les Anglais, and Tiburon. Thus, only two organizations (the American Red 
Cross and the Dutch Red Cross) have announced scheduled assistance programs for the period from June through 
December 2017. These operations to be conducted as part of food security or post-disaster rapid recovery programs will 
have two components, namely cash transfers to bolster farming activities, particularly for the July and August season, and 
food vouchers.  

Most likely food security outcomes 

There will be a slight improvement in food availability with the larger volume of maize and bean production for the Printemps 
season and ensuing growing seasons and other types of crop production, including bananas, roots and tubers, rice, etc. In 
addition, the relative growth in demand for labor and usual sales of crops will give households the potential to earn enough 
income to give them market access. Households will be able to purchase and consume larger quantities of higher-quality foods 
in the first half of the outlook period between June and September 2017. Thus, conditions in areas dealing with Crisis (IPC Phase 
3) levels of acute food insecurity in the wake of Hurricane Matthew will improve, putting them in the Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
phase of acute food insecurity between June and September. 

Moreover, in addition to wage labor and charcoal production, households also sell livestock as a way to cover certain expenses. 
These sales will pick up with the beginning of the school year in September or October, particularly in areas stricken by Hurricane 
Matthew. They will also fall back on selling livestock to buy food supplies and meet other nonfood needs. There will be Minimal 
(IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity in most of these areas between October 2017 and January 2018. 

EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

Table 1.  Possible events in the next six months that could change the outlook 

 

 

Area Event Impact on food security conditions 

National • Well-below-average levels 
of rainfall at critical 
periods for crops between 
August and November 
2017 

• Poor harvest and below-average demand for labor 

National • Major climatic shock such 
as a severe hurricane 
strike 

• Such a shock would have serious food security consequences, 
particularly on the Southern Peninsula where the environment 
is still fragile and households have not yet rebuilt their resilience 
and, thus, are more vulnerable than before the hurricane strike 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 

To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

	KEY MESSAGES
	SEASONAL CALENDAR
	NATIONAL OVERVIEW
	Current situation
	Assumptions
	Most likely food security outcomes

	AREAS OF CONCERN
	Livelihood zone 7: Grand’Anse, Maize, Cassava, Beans and Bush production; and livelihood zone 8: Grand’Anse, Maize, Cassava and Bush
	Current situation
	Assumptions
	Most likely food security outcomes
	Livelihood Zone HT08: Sud, Beans, Bananas and Petty trade; and Livelihood zone HT07: Sud, Maize, Cassava and Bush products

	Current situation
	Assumptions
	Most likely food security outcomes

	EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK
	ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT

