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Abnormal dryness persists in parts of Senegal, Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria, and Cameroon

1.   A delayed rainy 
season followed by 
poorly distributed rainfall 
in southern Senegal has 
maintained abnormally dry conditions. 

2.   Central Nigeria received heavy rainfall last week which is 
expected to relieve the abnormally dry conditions that have 
developed over the past two months. 

3.   Heavy rainfall along the coast of Cameroon is likely to provide 
relief to abnormal dryness that has developed over the past 
two months. 

4.   Dry conditions develop in southern Cote d’Ivoire despite 
seasonal rainfall. Seasonal rainfall is forecast to continue.
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Africa Overview

Western Guinea and northern Liberia receive heavy rainfall
Last week, increased and well-distributed seasonal rainfall (>200 
mm) was observed along the coast of western Guinea, northern 
Sierra Leone, southeastern Nigeria, and the coast of Cameroon 
(Figure 1). Lesser amounts were recorded in southern Mali, western 
Burkina Faso, and eastern Ghana, Togo and western Benin where 
over 100 mm of rainfall was observed. Meanwhile, rainfall deficits 
have developed over central and southern parts of Senegal, and 
Cote d’Ivoire continues to experience consecutive weeks of below-
average rainfall. 

Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast in Guinea and 
Sierra Leone into southern Mali, along the coastline and border 
of Nigeria and Cameroon, and Sudan. Seasonal rain is expected 
elsewhere.

Parts of northwestern Ethiopia experience heavy rainfall as 
dryness develops in southwestern areas of the country 
A small area in eastern Sudan bordering northwestern Ethiopia has 
received above-average rainfall over the past two months (Figure 
2). Meanwhile, areas in southwestern Ethiopia have experienced 
below-average rainfall. Since July, dry conditions have developed 
over southern Sudan, South Soudan, western Ethiopia, Uganda, 
and parts of northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo. This 
week, dry conditions have also spread into southwestern Ethiopia.

Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast in western 
Ethiopia, along the border of Uganda and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, and South Sudan. Above-average seasonal rainfall is 
expected across Kenya.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: ARC 2-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: June 1 - July 21, 2019 

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 15 - 21, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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   1. Continued below-average rainfall following a 
poor start to the rainy season has resulted in 
abnormal dryness along southern Haiti and into 
several parts of the Dominican Republic.

     2. Poor rainfall and inconsistent distribution since 
May has caused abnormal dryness in Belize, 
Guatemala, southern Honduras and northern 
Nicaragua.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Over several weeks, abnormal dryness has developed 
across northern Kazakhstan. Observed maximum 
temperatures reached over 12°C throughout western 
Uzbekistan, western Turkmenistan, and part of western 
Tajikistan. Next week, near-normal mean temperatures 
are expected across most of Central Asia excluding eastern 
Turkmenistan, northern Afghanistan, southern Tajikistan, 
and northern Pakistan. Near normal temperatures are also 
forecast in northern Uzbekistan, southern Kazakhstan, and 
western Kyrgyzstan, while maximum temperatures are 
expected to exceed 45°C in Turkmenistan and northern 
Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Last week, northern and central Pakistan received seasonal 
rainfall, with over 300 mm in the north, with flash flooding 
reported in Leswa and the Neelum Valley. Next week, a light 
rainfall pattern is forecast across eastern Afghanistan and central Pakistan, with heavy amounts over 300 mm likely to cause flooding 
over northern Pakistan and a small part of northern Afghanistan. Northern Kazakhstan is expected to receive light to moderate rainfall. 
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Central America continues to receive poor rainfall
Last week, rainfall was broadly below-average across Central America, with some local areas observing heavy rainfall (>100 mm) 
and over 200 mm observed in Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. Elsewhere, including parts of Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua, light rainfall (<25 mm) was registered, resulting in negative 7-day anomalies ranging between 10 – 100 mm. 
A continued dry weather pattern persisted into the week with substantial rainfall deficits present in Belize, central and northern 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The observed deficits exceed 100 mm to 200 mm and correspond to less than 50% of 
normal rainfall, especially in Honduras and northern Nicaragua. Only a few scattered local areas in the region are exhibiting 
moisture surpluses. Next week, below-average rainfall is expected to continue across the region. Heavy rainfall (>50 mm) is likely in 
southwestern Guatemala, eastern Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama, which will help to relieve abnormal dryness in these areas. 
 

Moisture deficits increase across Hispaniola 
Last week rainfall was concentrated over central Haiti and western central Dominican Republic, with local areas registering over 100 mm 
of rainfall. Elsewhere across Hispaniola, there was little or no rainfall resulting in negative 7-day rainfall anomalies across the island, with 
deficits exceeding 100 mm in parts of Haiti. Poor rainfall performance has persisted across the island since early June and has resulted in 
deficits of 100 to 200 mm or more, with the most significant dryness along the southern coastline of the island and in eastern Dominican 
Republic. Next week, rainfall is expected to be near or below average across the region. The continued absence of heavy rainfall is likely 
to strengthen moisture deficits. 
 
 
 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: July 31, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Valid: July 23 - 29, 2019


