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Dry conditions persist in West Africa, while heavy rainfall continues in Uganda and Kenya

1.    A delayed onset to 
the March-May rainfall 
season coupled with high 
temperatures has caused 
dryness across many areas of the Gambia.

2.   Below-average rainfall since April has led to early-season 
deficits and abnormal dryness in central Nigeria. 

3.  Heavy rainfall during the past weeks has caused flooding 
in eastern Uganda and northwestern Kenya. Heavy rainfall 
forecast next week is likely to maintain high flood risk.

4.   A delayed start to monsoon rains has been marked by several 
consecutive weeks of below-average rainfall and 25-50% of 
average rainfall to date in parts of Nigeria and Cameroon.

1
2

34



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2

Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Increased rainfall brings relief to dryness in parts of West Africa 
Increased moderate to heavy rainfall amounts were received over 
northern Guinea-Conakry, southern Mali, southeastern Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Cote d’Ivoire (Figure 1) last week, partially 
reducing rainfall deficits that have accumulated since April. Across 
the Sahel and Gulf of Guinea, widespread light to moderate rainfall 
continued, maintaining favorable moisture conditions along the 
Gulf of Guinea and southern Nigeria. Over the past five weeks, 
drier-than-average conditions were registered in southern Senegal, 
coastal parts of Guinea-Bissau, Guinea-Conakry and Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, southern Cote d’Ivoire, and central Nigeria. Wetter-than-
average conditions were recorded over portions of the Sahel, 
including southeastern Mali, Burkina Faso, southern Niger, and 
the central Gulf of Guinea including Ghana, Togo, and Benin. 
 
Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast along the Gulf 
of Guinea, while near average rainfall is expected to continue in 
western parts of West Africa. Across central Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, 
Togo, Benin, and western Nigeria below-average rainfall is expected 
and widespread, light to moderate rainfall is forecast elsewhere. 

Rainfall deficits persist in western Ethiopia despite increased 
rainfall
Over the past 30-days insufficient (<80 percent of average) 
rainfall was recorded in western Ethiopia (Figure 2) despite some 
increased rainfall in eastern Africa over the past few weeks. While 
the southwestern and northwestern parts of the country saw 
above-average rainfall, below-average and infrequent rainfall 
reflected a poor and uneven distribution of the Kiremt, June- 
September season over the region. Meanwhile, throughout 
the Horn of Africa wetter-than-average conditions prevailed. 
Last week, northwestern Ethiopia, western South Sudan, and 
southwestern Sudan received heavy rainfall. Continued seasonal 
rainfall should provide favorable moisture though there is risk of 
oversaturation and flooding over many areas if rainfall continues.  
 
A below-average rainfall season has been observed in western 
Africa including Senegal, western Mali, and the Gambia which has 
been monitored since the beginning of the season. The favorable 
distribution of rainfall in parts of western Africa has helped to relieve 
some dryness in the region, though the late start of the season has 
impacted vegetation conditions in Senegal, the Gambia, and parts 
of Guinea. Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over South Sudan, 
northern Uganda, western Kenya, western Ethiopia, and Eritrea. 
Light rainfall is expected over western Sudan. The increased, heavy 
rainfall is likely to reduce accumulated deficits in the region.
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Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Percent of Total Rainfall (%)
Valid: May 25 - June 23, 2019

Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: June 17 - 23, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1.   Below-average rainfall over the past two weeks 
has resulted in abnormal dryness along southern 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

2. Above-average rainfall forecast next week is 
likely to cause flooding in western Guatemala. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Temperatures averaged below normal (1—5 °C) across 
much of Kazakhstan last week, while near to slightly above 
normal temperatures prevailed elsewhere in Central Asia. 
Maximum temperatures ranged between the high 20s °C 
in northern Kazakhstan to the low 40s °C in Turkmenistan 
and southwest Afghanistan. Next week, maximum 
temperatures are forecast to increase. An abnormal heat 
hazard is posted for parts of northwest Afghanistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, with maximum 
temperatures expected to exceed 40 °C.

Precipitation
Widespread precipitation (2 - 55 mm) continued across 
northeast Kazakhstan and into Kyrgyzstan, while seasonal 
dryness prevailed across much of Afghanistan and 
northwestern Kazakhstan. Based on increasing short-term 
precipitation deficits and poor Vegetative Health Index 
(VHI) values, an abnormal dryness hazard is posted for northwest Kazakhstan. Next week, isolated and widely scattered rainfall (<10 
mm) is forecast for northern Kazakhstan, and 7-day precipitation amounts are likely to average below normal.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

A cool air mass is forecast to move into northern parts of the region
Last week, Guatemala registered between 25 to 150 mm of rainfall. The southern coastline of Guatemala, El Salvador, and southern 
Honduras including the Gulf of Fonseca also received increased rainfall compared to the previous week along with eastern Honduras  
although the country is  still experiencing a below-average season. Next week, no storm activity is expected, however, moderate to 
heavy rainfall exceeding 100 mm is forecast over western Guatemala and the eastern coastline of Nicaragua. Above average rainfall 
is also forecast over southwestern Guatemala, and western El Salvador with risk of flooding. Near average rainfall is forecast for El 
Salvador and western Honduras, while Costa Rica is estimated to receive over 100mm of rainfall. Abnormal dryness due to rainfall 
deficits is likely in Honduras and Nicaragua. 

Seasonably light rainfall observed in several parts of Hispaniola
Last week, central Haiti and western Dominican Republic registered 10-75 mm of total rainfall with increased rainfall (50-200 mm) in cen-
tral Haiti and northern Dominican Republic. Meanwhile, over the past two months, southern Hispaniola has experienced rainfall deficits 
reflecting a below-average seasonal performance. Next week, moderate rainfall (<50 mm) is forecast across Hispaniola, except in the 
south. 
 
 
 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

June 28 - July 4, 2019
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: July 01, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: June 24 - 30, 2019


