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Heavy rainfall triggers flooding in North Darfur of Sudan, while dryness persists in parts of West Africa

1.    A delayed onset to 
the March-May rainfall 
season coupled with high 
temperatures has caused 
dryness in parts of Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, and Uganda. 

2.   Below-average rainfall over the past since April have led to 
early-season deficits and abnormal dryness in central Nigeria. 

3.  Heavy rainfall during the past weeks has caused flooding in 
eastern Uganda and triggered flooding in northwestern Kenya. 
Heavy rainfall forecast next week is likely to maintain high 
flooding risk.

4.   A delayed start to monsoon rains has been marked by several 
consecutive weeks of below-average rainfall and 25-50% of 
average rainfall to date across Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

5.   Heavy rainfall last week caused flash flooding in North Darfur, Sudan. 
Heavy rainfall forecast next week is likely to worsen ground conditions.
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Africa Overview

Rainfall eases dryness in western parts of West Africa
The far western region of West Africa saw an increase in rainfall 
last week. Moderate to heavy rainfall was received throughout 
Guinea-Conakry, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali, and Cote 
d’Ivoire (Figure 1). The increased precipitation has partially 
reduced deficits that have accumulated since April. Widespread 
light to moderate rainfall continued across the Sahel and Gulf 
of Guinea, and moderate to locally heavy rainfall over central 
Ghana, Togo, and Benin. Over the past 30-days, drier than average 
conditions were recorded in southeastern Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, 
western Guinea-Conakry, parts of Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
southern Cote d’Ivoire, and central Nigeria, despite rainfall deficits 
decreasing over the past few weeks. Meanwhile, wetter-than-
average conditions were recorded over parts of the Sahel in Mali, 
Burkina Faso, Niger, central Gulf of Guinea, Ghana, Togo, and Benin. 
 
Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast along the Gulf of 
Guinea, while heavier rainfall is expected to continue over the far 
west of the region. Meanwhile, suppressed rainfall is forecast in 
northern Guinea-Bissau, southern Senegal, the Gambia, and western 
Mali. Widespread, light to moderate rainfall is expected elsewhere. 
 
Deficits persist in western Ethiopia despite increased rainfall
Below average (<80% of average) rainfall was received over 
western Ethiopia (Figure 2) despite increased rainfall in eastern 
Africa over the past few weeks. While the southwestern and 
northwestern parts of the country saw above-average rainfall, 
below-average rainfall amounts and rainfall frequency reflected 
a poor and uneven distribution of the Kiremt, June- September 
season over the region. Overall, wetter-than-average conditions 
continued throughout much of the Horn of Africa, except 
western Ethiopia and areas that were impacted by the previous 
poorly distributed March-May season. Last week, heavy rainfall 
was received in northwestern Ethiopia, western South Sudan, 
and southwestern Sudan causing flooding. Continued seasonal 
rainfall should benefit agricultural and pastoral activities in 
the region, but a surge of and consistent moisture could also 
lead to oversaturation and flooding over many local areas.  
 
Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over parts of South Sudan, 
northern Uganda, western Kenya, western Ethiopia, and Eritrea. 
Moderate to locally heavy rainfall is expected over western 
Sudan, maintaining risks for flooding. In Ethiopia, heavy rainfall 
should provide relief to accumulated deficits in the west.  
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Percent of Total Rainfall (%)
Valid: May 20 - June 18, 2019

Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: June 12 - 18, 2019 
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Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1.  Seasonal rainfall is forecast next week across 
southern Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 
with potential flooding along the central-west 
coastline of Haiti.

2. A flash flood warning has been extended into 
central Guatemala. High risk for flooding and 
landslides remain in parts of Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, 
and Nicaragua. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Temperatures averaged near to slightly below normal 
throughout the region last week. Maximum temperatures 
ranged between 30 °C in northern Kazakhstan to around 40 
°C in southwest Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
Temperatures will likely remain at or slightly below normal 
through late June, however, above normal temperatures 
are forecast for western Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan.

Precipitation
Widespread precipitation (10 - 76 mm) continued in the 
eastern half of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan while seasonal 
dryness continued across much of Afghanistan. Heavy 
rainfall (388 mm), associated with Tropical Cyclone Vayu 
remained southeast of Pakistan and affected northwest 
India. An abnormal dryness hazard is posted in northwest 
Kazakhstan. Occasional showers are forecast to continue 
across northern and eastern Kazakhstan with weekly totals of 25 - 50 mm. Heavier amounts exceeding 50 mm are expected across 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and northern Pakistan.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

A cool air mass is forecast to move into northern parts of the region
Last week, western Guatemala registered more than 150 mm of rainfall. The southern coastline of Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua 
also received increased precipitation compared to the previous week. However, wind patterns coupled with warm temperature over the 
east of El Salvador near the Gulf of Fonseca has accelerated evaporation. Moisture relief in dry areas has considerably reduced the chance 
of flooding over parts of Honduras and Nicaragua. Meanwhile, the eastern part of Honduras is still experiencing below-average rainfall.  
Next week, heavy rainfall (>300 mm) is forecast over western Guatemala and El Salvador, and the east coast of Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica are likely to receive more than 100 mm of rainfall. Meanwhile, rainfall deficits are forecast over much of Honduras and Nicaragua.

Seasonably light rainfall observed in parts of Hispaniola
Last week, central Haiti registered between 50 - 75mm of total rainfall. Meanwhile, southern Hai-
ti and the southern Dominican Republic registered rainfall deficits with less rainy days. Next week seasonal rain-
fall is forecast with moderate amounts (<50 mm) over Haiti and the Dominican Republic except in southern parts of 
the region. A flooding hazard is posted for the western coast of Haiti due to continued rainfall and reports of flooding. 
 
 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: June 19, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: June 17 - 23, 2019


