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Favorable rainfall observed across South Africa, while flooding is recorded in Uganda 

1.   Heavy rainfall in 
previous weeks has caused 
an overflow of the Niger and 
Benue Rivers of Nigeria.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall observed across Gulf of Guinea countries
Last week, favorable rainfall was received throughout West Africa. 
The highest weekly accumulations (>75mm) were received in parts 
of southern Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana and Nigeria, with lesser, but well 
distributed amounts across the southern Sahel (Figure 1). Portions 
of Niger and northern Burkina Faso continue to experience 
above-average rainfall. Similarly, above-average precipitation 
was registered throughout the southern and central provinces of 
Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo and Benin. Moderately dry conditions 
registered over parts of central Mali, southern Niger and western 
Chad suggest an early end of the monsoon (Figure 2). Still, continued 
rainfall over the Sahelian regions since the start of the season are 
expected to benefit ground conditions. Over parts of Cote d’Ivoire 
and Nigeria, dryness is developing, but average to above-average 
rainfall since mid-September across the Gulf of Guinea countries is 
expected to be favorable for cropping activities.

Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast over Nigeria, 
Cameroon, and CAR, with more favorable rainfall over western 
Gulf of Guinea countries.

Below-average rainfall observed over East Africa
Last week, moderate to heavy rainfall was observed across western 
Ethiopia, South Sudan, and southwestern Kenya, with flooding 
reported in western Uganda. Meanwhile, in southern Somalia, and 
western Yemen, light rainfall was observed. The landfall of Tropical 
Cyclone Luban triggered heavy rainfall and flooding over eastern 
Yemen and Oman.

Following an increase of favorable rainfall in late September, little 
to no rainfall has been received across parts of eastern Ethiopia, 
Somalia, and eastern Kenya. The second consecutive week of 
below-average rainfall has strengthened dry conditions over Jubba 
and Shabelle River basins, parts of Kenya, and Ethiopia. In Kenya, 
areas in the southern Rift Valley, Central, and Eastern provinces 
are experiencing less than half their normal rainfall accumulation 
since mid-September, while portions of the Nyanza and Western 
provinces have been registering average to above-average rainfall 
(Figure 2).

Next week, increased rainfall is forecast for several areas in the 
Greater Horn, parts of northern and southeastern Kenya and 
southern and eastern Ethiopia. In the coastal Puntland region of 
northern Somalia and western Yemen, there is potential for severe 
thunderstorms, while areas in southern and central Somalia, are 
expected to receive limited rainfall which is likely to strengthen 
early season dryness in the region through mid-October.
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 10 - 16, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: September 17 - October 16, 2018
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1.   Below-average rainfall since May has resulted 
in significant seasonal dryness and continues to 
worsen throughout Haiti.

2.   Below-average Postrera precipitation has 
resulted in dryness and degraded ground 
conditions across Honduras and Nicaragua.  

3.   Since early August, below-average rainfall 
has strengthened dryness and made ground conditions 
unfavorable for cropping activities in central Guatemala.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, below-normal temperatures averaging 
between 1—6°C below normal were recorded across 
Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan. Subfreezing temperatures were observed 
across northern Kazakhstan, northern Uzbekistan, and the 
higher elevations of the region. In the lower elevations of 
western and northern Afghanistan, temperatures fell to 
2°C. Below-normal temperatures are expected to remain 
before a warming trend begins next week.

Precipitation
Last week, widespread rainfall and high-elevation snow 
(2—40mm) was observed across southern Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and 
Afghanistan. Moderate to heavy snowfall is ending 
across higher elevations of northeast Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan, and mostly dry weather is forecast across most 
of the region with light precipitation (<25 mm) expected in 
northeast Kazakhstan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

A forming tropical wave is expected to trigger above-average rainfall across the region 
Last week, below-average rainfall was received over central Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador, and the eastern coast of Nicaragua. Along the 
Pacific coast of Guatemala and most of Nicaragua, above-average rainfall was received with 7-day totals exceeding 100-150 mm. Since 
August, considerable dryness has remained throughout central Guatemala, at 20-50% higher than normal. Similar dry conditions triggered 
by below-average Postrera rainfall, were recorded in parts of Honduras and Nicaragua. Below-average rainfall during May-August, and 
through the end of October could result in two consecutively failed rain seasons and impact crop production. 

Next week, an area of low pressure south of Guatemala is expected to become a tropical depression or storm as it moves westward.  In the 
meantime, the system is likely to trigger above-average precipitation across southern Guatemala and El Salvador early in the week.

Consecutive weeks of rainfall relieve seasonal dryness in Haiti and western Dominican Republic
Last week, moderate to heavy precipitation was received across Haiti and eastern Dominican Republic, with weekly totals locally exceeding 
100m. Parts of south-central Hispaniola received light rainfall. Consecutive weeks of above-average rainfall over Haiti and western Domini-
can Republic continue to relieve seasonal dryness. Since late August, more areas are registering normal to above-normal rainfall, while 
some areas in southern and northern Hispaniola are receiving less than half of normal rainfall since mid-July. Overall, vegetation conditions 
are improving throughout the region, even in the driest parts of the south, but poor conditions remain in northern parts of the Dominican 
Republic. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 18 - 24, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: October 17 - 23, 2018


