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Heavy rainfall triggers flooding in Nigeria, while dryness persists in parts of Uganda and Ethiopia 

1.   Heavy rainfall caused 
flooding in western 
and southern Nigeria. 
The forecast rain next week 
increases the risk of continued flooding over the 
region.

2.   Torrential rain has increased the level of the Atbara and 
Dindir Rivers. More rainfall over the region is likely to raise 
water levels, including the Nile River and its tributaries.

3.   Irregular rainfall since June has resulted in deteriorated 
ground conditions across parts of western Uganda, 
northeastern DRC, and southern South Sudan.

4.   Despite improvement in rainfall over the past month, 
deficits remain over portions of southwestern Ethiopia and 
eastern South Sudan.
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Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall triggers floods in Nigeria 
Last week, heavy rainfall continued across West Africa, with 
the heaviest (> 100 mm) amounts over the far west, including 
Guinea-Conakry, Sierra Leone, southern Mali, and northwestern 
Cote d’Ivoire, and portions of north-central and southern Nigeria 
(Figure 1). In Nigeria, flooding, destruction of homes, fatalities and 
displacement over people over the Katsina, Niger, Anambra, Kogi, 
Bayelsa, Niger, Delta, Jigawa, and Kaduna States were reported. 
Elsewhere, moderate to heavy rains fell across Mali, Burkina Faso, 
southern Niger, southeastern Chad, and to the south, over Ghana, 
Togo, and Benin. Elsewhere, widespread light rainfall was recorded.

Above-average rainfall was observed throughout the Sahel and 
farther south along the Gulf of Guinea, including Nigeria. Heavy 
rainfall amounts over the past several weeks are due to the 
irregular northerly position of the Intertropical Front, a main 
rain-bearing system, over West Africa despite an equatorward 
withdrawal in early August. Average to above-average vegetation 
conditions were observed throughout West Africa. 

Next week, heavy rainfall is expected to continue across West 
Africa, particularly in the far west over Guinea-Conakry, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Ghana, to parts of Nigeria. Continued large amounts of 
rainfall are expected to increase flood risk throughout the region. 

Dryness persists in southern East Africa
A comparison of accumulated rainfall over the past-thirty days with 
long-term climatology, has shown a dipole structure anomaly over 
east Africa, with above-average rainfall throughout Sudan, northern 
South Sudan, Eritrea, northern Ethiopia, Djibouti, southwestern 
Yemen, and northwestern Somalia; and below-average rainfall, 
farther south, over northeastern DRC, western Uganda, southern 
South Sudan, and southwestern Ethiopia (Figure 2). Conversely, 
limited rainfall (between 100-200 mm) was registered over 
southwestern Ethiopia and northern Uganda. During the past 
week, heavy rainfall continued across northwestern Ethiopia, 
southern Eritrea, and eastern Sudan. Conversely, light rainfall was 
recorded over southeastern South Sudan and northern Uganda. In 
Uganda, a gradual increase in rainfall since August has eliminated 
thirty-day deficits over the country; however long-term dryness 
persists. Recent Vegetation Health Index (VHI) showed degraded 
conditions over parts of western Ethiopia, southern South Sudan, 
and northwestern Uganda likely as a response to an uneven rainfall 
distribution during July and August. 

Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forcast over western 
Ethiopia, contributing to high river levels and flood risk along 
downstream areas of Sudan. In contrast, little to light rainfall is 
expected over eastern South Sudan and Uganda.
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Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: September 12 - 18, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: July 1 - September 18, 2018
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1.   Insufficient rain has resulted in dryness 
throughout Hispaniola and drought in southern 
Haiti and northeastern Dominican Republic.

2.   Although some moisture improvement was 
recently received across parts of Guatemala, 
El Salvador, and Honduras, seasonal moisture 
deficits have remained significant. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat

September 21 - 27, 2018

Temperatures 
Weekly temperatures averaged 1 - 6°C below normal 
for the third consecutive week across Kazakhstan, while 
above-normal temperatures were observed across 
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan in the past week. The first 
hard freeze of the season (minimum -5 to -2 °C) occurred 
across northeast Kazakhstan. Minimum temperatures will 
be above-average throughout Central Asia during late 
September, while subfreezing minimum temperatures are 
less-likely in higher elevations of northeast Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

Precipitation
Light rainfall (<25 mm) was observed across northeast 
Kazakhstan, while dry weather prevailed across the rest 
of the region, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
Isolated, heavy rainfall (> 25 mm) fell across northern 
Pakistan and bordering areas of northeast Afghanistan. 
During the past 90 days, the largest precipitation deficits are recorded in northwest Kazakhstan. 

Next week heavy rainfall (>25 mm) is expected over north-central Kazakhstan. Mostly dry weather, typical for this time of year, is forecast 
for the rest of Central Asia.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Rain brings some relief to moisture deficits 
Heavy rainfall (>75mm) was received across several departments of northern and southern Guatemala, and over the Gulf of Fonseca region. 
The recent increase in seasonal rainfall follows a positive moisture trend since late August over Central America, which has relieved irregular 
short-term dryness. Still, dryness persists throughout eastern El Salvador, southern Honduras and in portions of western and northern 
Nicaragua; local areas have only received between 25 to 80 percent of their normal rainfall accumulation since mid-August. Below-average 
moisture conditions still prevail across northern Central America from Guatemala, Honduras, and northern Nicaragua. The poor rainfall 
distribution since the start of the Primera, May-August, season has already adversely impacted crops and reduced yields. Continued below-
average rainfall during late September and October could also negatively impact cropping activities during the early period of the Postrera, 
August-November cycle.

Next week, above-average rainfall is likely across western Guatemala and southwestern Honduras. Across the remainder of the region, 
more seasonable accumulations are during late September. No tropical activity is expected during the next seven days. 

Dryness intensifies over central Haiti  
Last week, seasonal rainfall remained below-average throughout Hispaniola. Satellite rainfall estimates depict the highest weekly accu-
mulations (>=25mm) over central and southern Dominican Republic associated with Tropical Storm Isaac across the southern Caribbean. 
Little to no rainfall was registered over many local areas in northern Haiti and northwestern Dominican Republic. As a result, late summer 
dryness has intensified throughout Haiti and western Dominican Republic. The poorly distributed seasonal rains have adversely impacted 
cropping activities.

Next week, a more seasonable distribution of precipitation is forecast for Hispaniola. Although many areas are expected to receive some 
rainfall, much of the total weekly amounts are expected to remain below-average for this time of year. No tropical cyclone activity is fore-
cast during the outlook period. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: September 19 - 26, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: September 19 - 26, 2018


