
Global Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Weather Hazards

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by 
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries 
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or 1-301-683-3424.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat
Seasonally Dry

 July 20 - 26, 2018

Torrential rains trigger flooding in Nigeria

1.   During mid-July, 
torrential rains in Nigeria 
triggered floods, damages 
to infrastructure and fatalities 
in the Ogun and Katsina states. Heavy rainfall is 
forecast to continue over northern Nigeria during the 
next seven days.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall continues over the Sahel region
During the last week, seasonable rainfall was recorded throughout 
West Africa. The highest weekly accumulations (>50 mm) were 
recorded across parts of Chad, Nigeria, southern Mali, and Ghana 
(Figure 1). Locally heavy rainfall in parts of Nigeria has resulted in 
flooding over the Ogun and Katsina states of the country. Towards 
the west, little rainfall was registered for the second consecutive 
week over Senegal. 

As of mid-July, the overall performance of the West Africa has 
been favorable. Areas that had experienced anomalous dryness 
since April and May have since generally recovered, and the latest 
dryness trends appear to be quite localized. Since mid-June, local 
portions of western Senegal, eastern Burkina Faso and central 
Nigeria remain below-average between 50-80% of their normal 
rainfall totals (Figure 2). While the moisture anomalies in Burkina 
Faso and Nigeria have remained stable over the past several 
weeks, the moisture deficits in western Senegal appear to have 
been slightly strengthening since early July. 

Next week, moderate to locally heavy rainfall is expected across 
the western Gulf of Guinea region, with the potential for average 
rainfall over Senegal. Further east, moderate to locally heavy 
rainfall is also forecast over parts of northern Nigeria and southern 
Niger.

Dryness develops in Ethiopia
Another week of heavy rainfall over eastern Sudan helped to sustain 
high seasonal moisture surpluses across eastern and western 
Sudan, and in parts of northwestern Ethiopia. The continuation of 
moderate to locally heavy rainfall over saturated areas may trigger 
floods and other adverse ground impacts across the region during 
the next week.

However, southern Ethiopia has experienced much less rainfall. 
Since mid-June, many areas have received less than half of their 
normal rainfall accumulation (Figure 2). As the Kiremt rains typically 
migrate northward during July and into August, the opportunity 
for adequate recovery may not occur until later in the season.

Average to above-average rainfall is expected next week in western 
Ethiopia, with the possibility of locally moderate to heavy rainfall 
amounts (>75mm) in some areas.
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 11 - July 17, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Percent of Normal Rainfall (%)
Valid:  June 18 - July 17, 2018
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1.   Abnormal dryness persists in Hispaniola due to 
insufficient rainfall. 

2.   Drought reported over the southern peninsula 
of Haiti.

3.   Four consecutive weeks with very little rain 
and extended dry spells have caused short-
term deficits to rapidly increase. Negative 
ground impacts are already apparent and warrant 
placement of abnormal dryness over southern Honduras and 
eastern El Salvador.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, average surface temperatures were above-
normal throughout Central Asia, with the largest positive 
departures ranging between 3-8°C over southwestern 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 
southwestern and central Afghanistan. Observed maximum 
temperature reached the lower to mid-40’s throughout 
southern Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, western 
Tajikistan, and southern Afghanistan. Normal to slightly 
above-normal mean temperatures are expected over 
Central Asia during the next week, with maximum 
temperature possibly exceeding 45°C over Turkmenistan 
and western Afghanistan.

Precipitation
During the past week, moderate showers fell over northern 
Kazakhstan, while scattered light to moderate rainfall 
was received over eastern Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 
Otherwise, near-normal precipitation prevailed over much of Central Asia. The abnormal dryness and drought hazards have been 
removed based on time passed since the end of the rainy season. 

During the next week, forecasts suggest widespread, light to moderate showers over western and northeastern Kazakhstan. Farther 
south, moderate to locally heavy rain is expected over northern Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Rainfall was lighter than normal for mid-July 
Rain was generally below-average over most of Central America during the last week. Only a few areas in the southern Caribbean and the 
Gulf of Belize region received above-average rainfall. While most areas experienced rainfall deficits, the largest (>100 mm) are found in 
eastern Nicaragua. Some portions of southern Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala exhibit significant deficits. Deficits exceed 200mm in 
an expanding area of eastern El Salvador and southern Honduras. Some of these same regions have experienced more than 20 consecutive 
days without rain. As a result, vegetation health, is degrading rapidly. VHI values are also low in much of Guatemala, despite more frequent 
rainfall and lesser negative anomalies. Meanwhile, ground conditions look favorable in the wetter regions to the south and east.
During the next week, models forecast little change. The heaviest rains (100-200 mm) are likely to continue along the Caribbean coastline 
of Nicaragua and eastern Honduras. The Gulf of Fonseca region is expected to remain dry. Though some locally heavier thunderstorms may 
occur, the rainfall pattern over Guatemala and Belize is expected to be slightly suppressed for another week.

Hurricane Beryl brought much needed rain to the Dominican Republic
During the middle of last week, the remnants of Beryl traversed Hispaniola and brought significant rain to parts of the Dominican Republic. 
According to gauge reports, 230 mm of rainfall was measured in the Distrito Nacional, and 106 mm was measured in San Cristóbal. Reports 
indicate that many buildings were damaged and over 7,900 people were displaced. Most of Haiti was not impacted by Beryl and received 
only lighter and below-normal rainfall. The recent rain decreased 30-day deficits for several regions of the Dominican Republic, and even 
resulted in surpluses around the capital region. In other areas, especially Haiti, 30-day deficits are now 50-200 mm and have increased over 
the previous week. Long-term dryness during the past 90-day period is most acute in northeastern Dominican Republic. The pattern has 
led to degradation of ground conditions, abnormal dryness and drought. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

July 20 - 26, 2018

Source: NOAA/CPCSource: NOAA/CPC

Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 18 - July 24, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: July 18 - July 24, 2018


