
Global Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Weather Hazards

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by 
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries 
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or 1-301-683-3424.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat
Seasonally Dry

 June 22 - 28, 2018

Gulf of Guinea and Ethiopia remain unusually dry 

1.   Poorly-distributed rain 
during the March-May 
rainfall season has led 
to large moisture deficits in 
southeastern Tigray and eastern Amhara regions of 
Ethiopia. 

2.  A slow onset to seasonal rainfall and below-average rain 
over the recent weeks has maintained moisture deficits 
and abnormal dryness over the Gulf of Guinea countries. 

3.   Despite an increase in rainfall over some areas, abnormal 
dryness has persisted over parts of Sierra Leone and 
Liberia.   
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Rainfall recorded over West Africa 
During the past week, a slight increase in rainfall was observed 
over West Africa. Scattered, moderate to heavy rain fell over 
Guinea- Conakry, southern Mali, Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina 
Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, and southern Chad, while 
light rain was widespread elsewhere (Figure 1). The heaviest 
rainfall totals were recorded over western Cote D’Ivoire and 
southern Nigeria, exceeding 100 mm. Light rain was recorded in 
southern Senegal, The Gambia, western Mali, and western and 
southern Niger. Due to above-average moisture flow, rainfall 
this week was above-average over western West Africa the 
Gulf of Guinea region, including Guinea-Conakry, Sierra- Leone, 
western Cote d’Ivoire, and southern Nigeria. 

Weekly totals remained below-average along southeastern Cote 
d’Ivoire, southern Ghana, southern Benin, and southwestern 
Nigeria. Over the past month, eastern Cote d’Ivoire, western 
Ghana, and parts of central Nigeria received between 50-80% 
of their average rainfall. Much of the Gulf of Guinea below-
average rainfall was received as well due to irregular rainfall. 
Increased rainfall is needed to relieve moisture deficits and 
dryness.  

Next week, moderate to heavy rain is expected across the Sahel 
region of West Africa, while light rain is expected in eastern 
Cote d’Ivoire, southern parts of Ghana, Togo, and Benin.

Wet conditions persist in Eastern Africa 
Above-average rainfall continues across much of eastern Africa. 
Rainfall totals exceeded 200% of normal levels over eastern South 
Sudan, eastern Sudan, Eritrea, west-central Ethiopia, western 
Kenya, and Yemen (Figure 2). During the past week, above-average 
rainfall continued over western Ethiopia, western Yemen, eastern 
and southern Sudan, and Eritrea. Below-average rainfall was 
recorded in eastern South Sudan, western Ethiopia, and Uganda. 
Positive rainfall anomalies were registered over west-central 
Ethiopia, northern South Sudan, southern Sudan, Eritrea, and 
western Yemen, while negative anomalies emerged over western 
Ethiopia and eastern Sudan. Vegetation conditions have remained 
favorable in most of eastern Africa, except western Ethiopia. 

Next week, seasonal rainfall is expected to continue over eastern 
Africa, with above-average rainfall over western Ethiopia, Eretria, 
and western Sudan. Moderate rainfall is expected over South 
Sudan, eastern Sudan, and southwestern Kenya.
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Figure 1: RFE2 Satellite Estimated Rainfall (mm)
Valid: June 13 - June 19, 2018

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Percent of Normal Rainfall (%)
Valid:  May 21 - June 19, 2018
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1.   Following the eruption of the Fuego volcano, 
the risk for localized floods over the Escuintla 
department in southern Guatemala remains 
high.   

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, eastern Kazakhstan and Afghanistan 
experienced above-normal temperatures (+1 to +4 °C), 
while below-average temperatures were received across 
the rest of Central Asia. Maximum temperatures remained 
below 30°C across the major crop producing areas of north-
central Kazakhstan. Next week, normal heat temperatures 
are expected continue across Central Asia.

Precipitation
Scattered showers and thunderstorms (locally up to 40 
mm) continued across northern and eastern Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan last week. Seasonally dry 
conditions prevailed across Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan. During the past month, precipitation 
has averaged at or above normal across the major crop 
producing areas of north-central Kazakhstan. Abnormal dryness and drought hazards are posted for parts of Afghanistan and adjacent 
countries based on large 6-month precipitation deficits from satellite estimates, low snow water content, and expected negative 
impacts to agriculture. The severe drought area is posted for northwest Afghanistan where crop yields in rainfed areas are likely to be 
most reduced.

Mostly dry weather is expected across Afghanistan although scattered thundershowers could affect the higher elevations of Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan. The next month is typically dry for Afghanistan and Pakistan until rainfall, associated with the Indian Monsoon, arrives 
later in July. Next week, additional rainfall (more than 25 mm) is expected across north-central Kazakhstan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Rainfall relieves dryness over northern Guatemala 
During the past week, above-average seasonal rainfall was received throughout Central America, relieving several atypical dry parts of 
Guatemala and western Honduras. The highest weekly accumulations (>100 mm) were registered over northeastern Guatemala, southern 
Honduras, and northern Costa Rica.

Analysis of unusual early season Primera precipitation since mid-May shows improvement of dry patterns across central and northern 
Guatemala, with several local areas now experiencing between 50 and 80% of their normal rainfall accumulation. Over the past two weeks, 
analysis of remotely sensed vegetation health conditions (VHI) continues to reflect positive changes in ground conditions.

Next week, continued moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast over central Guatemala, western Honduras and coastal areas in the southern 
Caribbean. Potential average to above-average rainfall is expected to continue mitigating seasonal dryness throughout the region. However, 
additional rainfall in southern Guatemala may trigger river basin flooding across the Escuintla department following the eruption of the 
Fuego volcano. No tropical cyclone activity is expected during the forecast period.    

Dryness remains throughout Hispaniola 
During the past week, seasonal rainfall was recorded throughout northern Haiti and coastal areas of northern and eastern Dominican 
Republic. Despite this favorable increase, seasonal dryness remains throughout many areas of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. Latest 
analysis of 30-day rainfall anomalies shows widespread dryness, with much of the island experiencing less than half of their normal rainfall 
accumulation for the period. Analysis of remotely sensed VHI shows unfavorable ground conditions for cropping activities over eastern and 
southern Haiti and much of the Dominican Republic due to poor seasonal rainfall. The return of increased and widespread precipitation is 
needed to reduce the negative impact on cropping activities. 

During the next week, a more seasonable rainfall distribution and potentially above-average rainfall amounts (25-50mm) across parts of 
Haiti and southeastern Dominican Republic are expected.    

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS mean total rainfall forecast (mm) 
Ending: June 27, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm) 
Valid: June 20 - 26, 2018
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