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Start of seasonal rainfall delayed over parts of Eastern Horn of Africa
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1.  Below-average rainfall 
since late September 
has increased moisture 
deficits and worsened ground 
conditions across eastern Kenya, southern Somalia, 
and southeastern Ethiopia.

2.   Below-average rainfall since late September has 
strengthened moisture deficits and led to abnormal 
dryness in north-central Angola and southeastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

3.   Locusts have been reported in North Kordofan and 
northwest of Khartoum regions, according to local 
authorities of Sudan. Control operations are in progress.

4.   Locusts have been reported in western Mauritania. Ground 
control operations are in progress, according to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization. 
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Delayed onset of rain has increased moisture deficits in Eastern Africa

During the past 30 days, the start of seasonal rainfall has been delayed over 
many parts of the Greater Horn of Africa. Across southeastern Ethiopia, 
southern Somalia, and northeastern Kenya, rainfall since late September has 
been 25-100 mm below average (Figure 1). The delayed onset of the rain has 
resulted in abnormal dryness and negatively impacted ground conditions. 
A further delay in rainfall could negatively impact agricultural and pastoral 
activities over many areas of the sub-region.

From October 19-25, while locally moderate rain continued over western 
Ethiopia, southern South Sudan, northeastern DRC, and northern Uganda, 
light rain was observed elsewhere (Figure 2). As a result, negative seven-day 
rainfall anomalies were registered throughout southern Ethiopia, southern 
Somalia, northeastern and Lake Victoria region of Kenya, and northwestern 
Tanzania. Positive seven-day rainfall anomalies were concentrated over 
western Ethiopia and localized areas of South Sudan.

For next week, moderate to locally heavy rain is forecast in southern Ethiopia 
and portions of southern Somalia, but limited and light rain is expected 
elsewhere. While the forecast of increased rain should help reduce 30-
day rainfall deficits in southern Ethiopia, the forecast of little to light rain 
in eastern and northeastern Kenya and southern Somalia could sustain or 
increase deficits further across the region.

Rainfall below average over northern Angola and southeastern DRC

Due to inconsistent rain since late September, moderate to large deficits 
have been observed throughout northern Angola and eastern DRC (Figure 3). 
While the southern portions of Southern Africa experienced enhanced and 
widespread rain, which helped eliminate negative anomalies over central 
South Africa, only light to moderate rain was recorded farther north across 
northern Angola and much of DRC during the past week. This resulted in a 
partial recovery over South Africa but a strengthening of 30-day moisture 
deficits, which led to an abnormal dryness across northern Angola and 
southern DRC. Recent vegetation indices have indicated persistent, below-
average conditions over portions of Angola, DRC, and the eastern parts of 
Southern Africa. For next week, a slight increase, with moderate to locally 
heavy rain, is expected over northern Angola and DRC. This may partially 
reduce rainfall deficits over local areas of the region. Light to moderate rain 
is also forecast over the KwaZulu-Natal region of eastern South Africa and 
central Madagascar. Little to no rainfall is expected elsewhere.
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Figure 1: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm)     
Valid: September 26 - October 25, 2016

Figure 2: Satellite-Estimated Total Rainfall (mm) 
Valid: October 19-25, 2016

Figure 3: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: September 26 - October 25, 2016
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Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have 
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range 
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions. 
 
Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424. 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards
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1. An abnormal cold hazard is posted for northeast 
Kazakhstan where minimum temperatures are 
forecast to fall below -10 degrees C which is 4 to 8 
degrees C below normal for this time of year.

Temperatures
Temperatures were 1-8°C below normal October 
16-22 across the region, except in Afghanistan and 
eastern Tajikistan. Minimum temperatures fell below 
-10°C across northern Kazakhstan, while freezing 
temperatures extended as far south as Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan. Below-normal temperatures are likely 
to persist during the next week. 

Precipitation 
Widespread precipitation (10-50 mm, liquid equivalent) 
fell throughout eastern Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
northern Tajikistan, and eastern Uzbekistan, while dry 
weather persisted across Afghanistan. The 30-day CPC 
unified gauge analysis indicates that precipitation was 
slightly below normal across northeast Afghanistan. During the next week, additional rain and high-elevation snow (generally 
less than 25 mm, liquid equivalent) is forecast across much of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.
. 

No Hazards
Posted for

Central America

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat

1. Below-average rainfall over the past several 
weeks has led to growing rainfall deficits and 
abnormal dryness throughout much of Haiti 
and neighboring western Dominican Republic. 

1
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Weather Hazards Summary

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Heavy rains and flooding observed in some areas, but rainfall remained light in northern Gautemala and Honduras  

Over the last week, heavy rain was observed over many parts of El Salvador, southern Honduras, and western Nicaragua. Local areas 
received more than 200 mm, which caused flash flooding in several locales and overwhelmedthe Grande de San Miguel River in El 
Salvador. Other areas of Nicaragua and southern Guatemala also received ample rainfall. Rains were unable to reach farther north into 
northern Guatemala and Honduras where negative anomalies are present for the week. These same areas have seen repeated weeks 
of below-average rain during the last month.  According to TRMM, local portions of central Guatemala and northern Honduras have 
received less than 50 percent of their normal rain over the past 30 days. As a result of persistent below-average rainfall and rapidly 
increasing moisture deficits, Postrera season cropping activities will likely be adversely affected. Satellite vegetation health products 
continue to indicate mostly neutral vegetation conditions. However, a deterioration is expected to show up in observations moving 
forward as soil moisture is already significantly diminished.
   
During the upcoming outlook period, a drier pattern is forecasted for the region, reducing flooding concerns. Heavier rains are expected 
further south into Nicaragua, where totals greater than 150 mm are possible. Below-average rain and little relief are in the forecast for 
abnormally dry portions of Guatemala and Honduras.

Southern Haiti and the Dominican Republic received heavy rainfall during the past week

Over the past week, southern portions of Hispaniola received heavy, drenching rains, while many other areas received lesser but 
still slightly greater than normal rainfall totals. The greatest rainfall totals for the week were observed in the Sud, Sud-Est, Nippes, 
and Ouest Departments along the southern peninsula of Haiti where more than 200mm were observed, according to TRMM esti-
mates. Southwestern Dominican Republic received nearly 150 mm of rain. Heavy rainfall in hurricane-impacted areas of southern 
Haiti may have been detrimental to continuing recovery efforts. The 30-day anomaly reveals heavy and above-average rainfall 
across the entirety of the island. Satellite vegetation indices show largely positive vegetation conditions, although may not be in-
dicative of cropping prospects where hurricane-related damage to crops was significant. The forecast for the coming outlook week 
calls for seasonally normal precipitation for a large part of the island. The highest rainfall totals should be focused farther north 
this week. Locally, rainfall amounts could exceed 150 mm. 
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Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
Valid: October 27 - November 2, 2016

Source: NOAA/CPCSource: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast Anomaly (mm)
Valid: October 27 - November 2, 2016

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

 
Heavy, flooding rains were observed last week, but enhanced precipitation did not spread into regions that most need it. 
 
Over the last 7 days, heavy rain was observed over many parts of El Salvador, southern Honduras, and western Nicaragua. Local areas received 
more than 200mm, which was enough to cause flash flooding in several locales and overwhelm the Grande de San Miguel River in El Salvador. 
Other areas of Nicaragua and southern Guatemala also received ample rainfall. Rains were unable to reach farther north into northern Guatemala 
and Honduras where negative anomalies are present for the week. These same areas have seen repeated weeks of below-average rain during the 
last month.  According to TRMM, local portions of central Guatemala and northern Honduras have received less than 50 percent of their normal rain 
over the past 30 days. As a result of persistent below-average rainfall and rapidly increasing moisture deficits, ‘Postrera’ season cropping activities 
will likely be adversely affected. Satellite vegetation health products continue to indicate mostly neutral vegetation conditions. However, degradation 
is expected to show up in observations moving forward as soil moisture is already significantly diminished. 
    
During the upcoming outlook period, a drier pattern is forecasted for the region, diminishing any flooding concerns. Heavier rains are expected to be 
suppressed farther south into Nicaragua, where total greater than 150mm are possible. Below-average rain and little relief are in the forecast for 
abnormally dry portions of Guatemala and Honduras.  
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Figure 1:  Source NOAA / CPC 
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