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GUATEMALA Food Security Outlook June 2018 to January 2019 

Positive climate conditions are expected for the Primera harvest 

KEY MESSAGES 

 Following the devastating eruption of June 3, 2018, 
many households in the foothills of the Fuego volcano 
lost their local employment opportunities, including in 
some coffee-producing areas, and are therefore having 
difficulty accessing regional markets and supplying local 
markets. However, the food assistance planned over the 
next three months means that they are currently 
classified as Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!). Following this 
period, they will be classified as Stressed (IPC Phase 2), 
having improved their access to and opportunities for 
employment. 

 Given the current moisture in the soil and the forecast 
for around normal precipitation until August, it is likely 
that the 2018 harvests will be average. This will result in 
improved availability of food in producer households 
from September onward.  

 The continuing low price of coffee, and the decline in 
production caused by rust in some areas of the country, 
will result in low incomes for sector-dependent 
households, including small producers and day laborers. This situation will be similar to the previous year.  

 Given the significant deterioration in livelihoods and in the response capacity of the poorest households affected by crop 
losses and low incomes between 2013 and 2016, a second consecutive year of average harvests will not manage to 
counterbalance their ongoing income-generation difficulties. These households, especially those located in the dry 
corridor, will therefore remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) until at least January 2019. The rest of the country will suffer 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity, including during the lean season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current food security outcomes, June 2018 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC 

protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security 

partners. 

http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 

Current Situation 

The poorest households in the country are currently in the 
lean season, meaning they are almost solely dependent on 
purchases of food. This comes at a time when it is difficult to 
make money from casual labor due to the seasonal dip in 
demand for workers and their daily wage. To this must be 
added the upward trend in the prices of basic commodities 
over the same period, when the national market has to rely 
on reserves stored from previous harvests.  

The Primera season this year began with sowing in April to 
May, depending on the moisture levels, altitude and the 
arrival of the first rains. The season began on time in most 
parts of the country, although initial irregularity in 
precipitation delayed sowing by one or two weeks in areas 
such as Huehuetenango and in the east of the country. The 
greatest cumulative precipitation fell in the south-west and 
Pacific regions, resulting in various rivers bursting their banks 
and flooding, although damage was localized. In the north-
west region and Petén, rainfall has been somewhat poor, but 
this should change as the rainy season progresses. 

Nationally, the wholesale and retail prices of white maize 
remained stable throughout May 2018 compared with the 
previous month and year, although there were some 
exceptions, particularly in the northern region (including 
Petén). This is because the market is transitioning toward 
stored grain and informal flows from Mexico, following the 
end of the harvest in the north. Following very low prices 
reported in 2017, these have now stabilized around the 
average for the last five years. In the case of black bean, 
prices have remained stable in relation to last April due to the 
fact that, in addition to market reserves, there is grain 
available from other sources. Compared to May 2017, 
wholesale prices have declined by 8.33 percent, due to 
increased supplies on the market. Unlike maize, bean prices 
suffered an atypical increase last year, although imports and 
near-average harvests have meant that prices have been 
gradually falling back to average levels.  

Households in the dry corridor and areas affected by the coffee-growing problems are Stressed (IPC Phase 2) due to their 
difficulties in meeting their basic non-food needs. They are therefore resorting to unsustainable coping strategies because 
they have still not recovered from their damaged livelihoods.  

On the other hand, those households most affected by the violent eruption of the Fuego volcano on 3 June are in shelters, 
and therefore experiencing Minimal (IPC Phase 1!) food insecurity as they are receiving humanitarian assistance. Other 
households from the communities around the foothills of the volcano are Stressed (IPC Phase 2!), due to the assistance that 
has recently commenced. This will improve their economic access to and availability of food, despite the instability of their 
physical access, which remains a concern. 

Projected food security outcomes, June to September 2018 

 
Source:  FEWS NET 

Projected food security outcomes, October 2018 to         

January 2019 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC 

protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security 

partners. 

http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
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Assumptions 

 Climate and conditions of El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO): According to the International Research Institute for 
Climate and Society (IRI) at the start of June, neutral ENSO conditions are more likely to occur until the July-September 
2018 quarter, with the likelihood of an El Niño phenomenon then gradually increasing.  

 Canícula and second rainy season: The National Institute for Seismology, Vulcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology of 
Guatemala’s (INSIVUMEH) forecasts indicate that the midsummer dry period (canícula) will arrive between July 10 and 
20 in the east and the central highlands, and last for approximately seven to ten days. For the second part of the rainy 
season, the North American Multi-Model Ensemble (NMME) indicates average to low precipitation, although the scale 
of the negative anomalies is low. Forecasts from Colorado State University and the National Hurricane Center in the US 
indicate average to slightly above-average cyclone activity during the season (June to October), both in the 
Atlantic/Caribbean and the Pacific. However, these cyclones are expected to be less powerful than those in 2017. 

 Production levels in the Primera season: Given the near-average rainfall over a large part of the country in June, and that 
the canícula is expected to be normal, including in the subsistence areas in the dry corridor, near-average production 
levels are expected from the Primera season.  

 Production in the Postrera season: The mesoscale meteorological forecasting models show a slight decline in overall 
precipitation for the second half of the rainy season (August-October). However, given that September is a very rainy 
month and that the previous months could leave a heavy build-up of moisture in the soil, no problems in crop production 
are anticipated. 

 Supply and price of maize and black bean: Maize supplies on the national market will remain above average due to the 
continuing flows from Mexico, along with production from the Primera harvest in August/September plus the lower 
production quantities from the Postrera in November/December. Despite the increasing price of fuel and increases in 
the international price of maize, prices are expected to remain close to the average, and the seasonal trend will be 
maintained with a decline from August onward, and then a slight increase in December. In the case of black bean, market 
supplies are expected to increase seasonally with the end of the Postrera harvest. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Harvests in the 2017/2018 agricultural season were better than in previous years due to more regular rainfall, with overall 
precipitation close to the seasonal average. This resulted in improved basic grain reserves in producer households, including 
those in the dry corridor. Despite the above, these reserves have already run out in poor households, as is usual for this time 
of year, making these people totally dependent on purchasing their food. Market prices are currently rising seasonally, which 
usually means reduced purchasing power for these people – especially as this is accompanied by a decline in employment 
opportunities, with the end of the annual season of high demand for casual labor.  
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Unemployment during the rainy season has been relatively normal thus far, despite the delayed rains in some areas of the 
north and west, and reports of localized damage due to hail, strong winds and rivers flooding. Primera harvests (expected in 
August/September) are therefore likely to result in a restocking of producer households and in an average supply of basic 
grains onto the national market; the latter will result in a seasonal drop in prices. This will lead to improved availability of and 
access to food. For the Postrera season, as meteorological forecasts of a slight decline in overall rainfall should not result in 
a considerable decrease in yields, households will be able to fill their stocks and increase the supply to the market, especially 
of black bean. This will contribute to improved food security outcomes during the last four months of this outlook, which 
ends in January 2019. 

In addition, the harvesting of crops that require a large number of daily workers will begin in October, resulting in improved 
income generation and purchasing power. It is therefore expected that most poor households in the country will not face 
atypical conditions in terms of their access to food. Most of the country is therefore classified as being in Minimal (IPC Phase 
1) food insecurity throughout the whole period analyzed. However, many of the poorest households in the dry corridor, both 
in the east and in the western highlands, that have still not recovered from the effects of the last three or four years on 
harvests and labor, will remain in a Stressed (IPC Phase 2) situation throughout the whole period of this outlook. This is 
despite the results of the Primera and Postrera harvests, and the start of the period of high demand for informal labor. 

A further area of concern relates to those affected by the Fuego volcano, which erupted at the start of June. Different 
municipalities were affected to a greater or lesser extent depending on their distance and geographical location in relation 
to the volcano. As households directly affected by the pyroclastic flows are being cared for in shelters, their food security 
situation is adequate due to the assistance provided. However, households located in communities in the foothills of the 
volcano that were affected by volcanic rock, large amounts of ash and mudflows are in immediate difficulty due to the lack 
of access to food. Some of these households are receiving food assistance, making them likely to be classified as Stressed 
(IPC Phase 2!) for three months. However, given the uncertainty of assistance for the remaining five months of the period in 
question – and since these communities have lost crops, arable land and employment opportunities – it is reasonable to 
assume that there will be population groups in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from September onward. These groups will probably resort 
to unusual coping strategies, particularly once the season of high demand for labor has commenced. 

AREAS OF CONCERN 

Extremely poor households in Zacapa, Chiquimula, Baja Verapaz, El Progreso, Jutiapa, north of Santa Rosa and 
the lower part of Jalapa 

Current Situation  

 Crop situation: With the arrival of the rains in the first half of May, households in this zone began their Primera season, 
sowing primarily maize. Beans were sown to a lesser extent, and primarily to obtain seeds to sow in the Postrera season. 
After four years of total or partial crop losses in basic grains due to a lack of rain (2013-2016), households reported 
improved production in 2017, with near-average yields. The poorest households have to rent land in remote areas, 
generally of poorer quality soil, and they sow native seeds, with very little or no use of fertilizer due to its high cost; this 
means their average yield is 1-2 quintals per tarea (69.03 m2). Last year, fearful of further losses, many households did 
not sow at all, although they decided to do so this year, motivated by the good results of the 2017 season. Sorghum is 
commonly grown in this area, but many farmers have abandoned it due to poor harvests caused by uncontrollable aphid 
infestations.  

 Food reserves: Households are currently in the middle of the lean, marked by the end of their basic grain reserves and, 
consequently, their dependence on purchased food until the next crop is harvested between August and September. 
However, their purchasing power declines at this time of year due to a lack of employment opportunities and the gradual 
drop in wages compared to the season of high labor demand. 

 Price of basic grains: On the local markets, the price of white maize, whether national or Mexican, is between GTQ 110 
and 115/quintal, with beans costing between GTQ 4.50 and 5.00/lb. A family of five consumes, on average, 1 quintal of 
maize per month. This purchase price contrasts with the price at which farmers were selling at the start of the season, 
which fell to GTQ 80 per quintal. Those who still have some reserves are now selling at GTQ 100 per quintal. Farmers 
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stated that only those with high volumes of produce manage to cover their costs and generate some profit, as the 
investment required is high.  

 Sources of income: At this time of year, the poorest households depend on the sale of their labor to survive; they have 
few opportunities for making money. The coffee harvest finished in January-February, and the melon, tomato and onion 
harvests in April. Requiring less labor, the preparation of lands and sowing for the Primera took place between April and 
May. A day’s labor is paid at between GTQ 50.00 and 60.00. 

 Food assistance: At the time of FEWS NET’s visit at the end of April, there was no food assistance in the zone and farmers 
were awaiting news regarding some kind of seed or input donations from the Ministry of Agriculture with which to sow 
the Primera season. 

 Food consumption and livelihoods: Having finished the reserves set aside from the previous harvest, households are 
now dependent on purchases to meet their food needs. Despite their reduced incomes, households are covering their 
basic food consumption needs, albeit with less diversity than usual. For the poorest households, a day’s wage for their 
labor is their main source of income. Although more labor was required during the latest season, especially for the coffee 
harvest, these households have still not recovered from the impacts of previous years, which led them to take out debts 
that they are still paying off, and to sell assets, among other things. 

 Availability of health services and water: Limited access to clean water, particularly in rural areas, is a major problem in 
the zone. In urban areas, households only receive the municipal water service in their homes during certain hours of the 
day or even certain days of the week, and in rural areas the most common sources are rivers or communal wells. The 
Ministry of Health has increased its presence, undertaking regular monitoring of children’s growth and vaccination 
programs; however, the health services lack adequate drugs and staff to meet the population’s needs. 

 Nutrition: According to data from the Ministry of Health for epidemiological week 21, corresponding to 20 to 26 May 
2018, a cumulative increase in cases of acute malnutrition was reported in relation to the same period in 2017 in Jalapa 
and Jutiapa departments (in the municipal capitals), while there was a decline in cases in Chiquimula and Zacapa. 
However, all four departments have rates of acute malnutrition (cases per 10,000 population) above the national average 
of 17.0: Jalapa 18.3, Jutiapa 22.2, Chiquimula 31.0 and Zacapa 27. Chiquimula and Zacapa levels were similar to the 
previous year, when they had rates above the national average. The data available on mortality do not indicate a high 
level of acute food insecurity, according to the IPC protocols.   

Assumptions 

The outlook for this region is based on the following assumptions, which are in addition to the national assumptions set out 
in another section of this report.  

 Cumulated precipitations for the first rainy season will be close to or above average. 

 The Primera harvest will be ready between August and September, and yields are expected to be in the average range, 
which will enable reserves to be set aside for a 4 to 6-month period. 

 The Postrera sowing, primarily of bean crops, will begin in September, for harvesting in November/December, and yields 
are expected to be normal.  

 In terms of income generation, demand for labor is expected to start in September with the sowing of beans, continue 
between October and January for onion, tomato and melon crops, and from November onward on the coffee estates in 
the area and in Honduras. A day laborer will continue to earn an average of GTQ 50 per day. The low price of coffee on 
the international market may affect the price of a day’s labor during the harvest. 

 The price of maize is expected to remain below the five-year average and behave in line with seasonal expectations: a 
gradual increase until September then a gradual decline with the end of the Primera harvest in the zone. The price of 
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beans will remain slightly above average but with normal seasonal behavior, with a downward trend from November 
onward when the first grain harvests arrive on the market. 

 Poor and poorest households still have debts incurred in previous years due to poor harvests of basic grains and reduced 
hiring of labor for the coffee harvest, owing to the rust infestation that began in 2012. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

As a result of a normal rainy season, most producer households are expecting Primera yields of close to the average. For poor 
households, this means maize production that may last them 4 to 6 months, plus the availability of beans for use as seeds for 
the Postrera season, which is devoted primarily to producing black bean. The poorest households set aside a large part of 
their basic grain harvest for their own consumption. 

The sale of labor for agricultural work is the most important source of income for the poorest households. Although the 
supply of labor for the maize, bean, melon and vegetable crops will remain around average, the low price of coffee may mean 
fewer day laborers and/or a decline in the price paid per quintal harvested. Given that the poorest households turn to the 
market for their main source of food, this possible reduction in income from coffee harvesting is likely to have a negative 
impact on the quantity and quality of products that they are able to purchase. The price of maize and bean will, however, 
remain similar to the previous year and lower than the five-year average.  

Despite the good results of the Primera 2018 harvest, and a seasonal demand for labor that is normal for all sources of work 
(apart from coffee harvesting, where demand may decline due to the low price of this commodity), the poorest households 
have still not recovered from the impact of the past five years on their livelihoods. Over this period, these households 
exhausted all their additional options for coping with a shock, and now do not have the capacity to meet all their basic needs 
without resorting to unsustainable strategies. They will therefore continue to be classified as Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
throughout the whole period.  

Extremely poor households in the temperate area of Quiché, San Marcos, Huehuetenango and Totonicapán 

Current Situation  

 Crop situation: In this area, sowing of basic crops for the Primera season (black bean and white maize) has already begun. 
This started in the higher altitudes at the end of March, due to residual moisture, and the lower altitudes began sowing 
between May10 and 20. The crops are therefore at a Growth I stage, with adequate development and some reports of 
minor localized damage, particularly due to hail. Some areas are also producing potatoes and fava beans, which are also 
showing adequate growth. Rains are being reported throughout the area. 

 Food reserves: The November/December 2017 harvests reported better quantities than 2016, when significant losses 
were noted due to irregular rainfall. However, given the area of land cultivated and the low yields obtained due to lack 
of better agricultural management, most households report having no reserves, as is usual for this time of year, making 
them totally dependent on food purchases. The reported price of maize, largely from Mexico, is GTQ 100-110 on the 
markets in the departmental capitals, plus GTQ 15 for transport. As native maize – when available – is priced at GTQ 150-
160, households prefer not to purchase it. 

 Price of basic grains: The reported price of maize, largely from Mexico, is GTQ 100-110 on the markets in the 
departmental capitals, plus GTQ 15 for transport. As native maize – when available – is priced at GTQ 150-160, 
households prefer not to purchase it. 

 Sources of income: There are currently few opportunities for local work, with just a little seasonal labor needed for the 
start of the basic grain production season. There is also vegetable and some fruit production that can provide localized 
labor opportunities. However, the areas near the border with Mexico are reporting that their sources of income currently 
depend on trade-related activities, construction and the tourist industry (hotels and restaurants in the case of those 
traveling to Cancún). The depreciation of the Mexican peso (MXN) against the Guatemalan quetzal (GTQ) reduces the 
overall incomes of these households. For example, MXN 300 (a day’s wage in bricklaying) is only worth GTQ 90, out of 
which laborers also have to pay board and lodging.  
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 Food assistance: There is currently no emergency food assistance in the zone. 

 Food consumption and livelihoods: Households report that they are currently reducing the amount of food consumed 
due to the decline in their purchasing power. Access to this food, albeit limited, comes at the expense of some non-food 
basic needs, particularly in small coffee-producing households. This means that, although they are still buying maize, for 
example, they can no longer buy it by the quintal as they did in previous months but are now buying it by the ‘almud’ 
(equivalent to 25 lbs). Uncertain as to when their next purchase will be, they are deciding to ration the amount of food 
consumed. Populations not reporting a short-term change in their livelihoods, which at the moment are based on 
possible activities in the agricultural sector and, for a certain population group in areas near the border, migration to 
Chiapas and Cancún, Mexico. 

 Health services: Ministry of Health staff are generally present. Despite the limited availability of some drugs, there are 
vaccination and growth monitoring programs for children under five. 

 Nutrition: According to Ministry of Health information for epidemiological week 21, corresponding to 20 to 26 May 2018, 
there was a decline in cumulative cases of acute malnutrition compared with the same period in 2017, across all 
departments in the zone, with rates of acute malnutrition (cases per 10,000 population) below the national average of 
17.0. By this date last year, San Marcos was reporting an above-average rate; there is, however, persistent under-
recording of statistics. The data available on mortality do not indicate a high level of acute food insecurity, according to 
the IPC protocols.   

Assumptions 

The outlook for this region is based on the following assumptions, which are in addition to the national assumptions set out 
in another section of this report.  

 Average levels of basic grain production are expected, with the harvest due in November/December. It is estimated that 
reserves will last around 3 to 4 months, which is normal for this area. 

 The price of maize is expected to follow the seasonal norm, gradually increasing until September and then falling with 
the Primera harvest in other producing areas, which increases the availability of maize on the national market. This will 
remain close to the average. The price of black bean is expected to show a more stable trend with fewer evident 
variations, although seasonal variations suggest that prices will increase until August with a marked decline in September, 
then climb once more until December. These prices will remain below average. Trade with Mexico will continue as it is, 
with opportunities for accessing food produce of Mexican origin, which is cheaper but not consistently available. 

 It is anticipated that leaf rust will continue to affect the yields of small coffee producers in the area, and the price of 
coffee will remain low. This has direct implications on the total income of producer households and, in some cases, day 
laborer households who participate in the harvest, given that the total daily wage paid will be lower.  

 As no improvement is expected in the exchange rate (Mexican peso / Guatemalan quetzal), this will continue to reduce 
the real incomes of households that depend on work in this neighboring country. 

 Although no clear increase has been reported in the number of people being deported from the United States, there has 
been a reported increase in the amount of money sent back in remittances, which in some localized areas will mean an 
increase in construction activity and, thus, in the availability of related work.   

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Given that the July-September period is the annual lean season for households, their capacity to adequately feed themselves 
declines at this time. However, no signs of greater difficulty in obtaining food to eat have been observed than a year ago. 
Households will, therefore, be able to cover their minimum calorie requirements, although the quantity and quality of food 
will be reduced due to seasonal difficulties. However, they will not easily be able to cover basic non-food expenditure nor 
protect and/or recover their livelihoods. Because of the crisis experienced over the 2013-2016 period, these households have 
suffered a deterioration in their assets and in their response capacity, which has forced them to devote a significant 
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proportion of their income to repaying their debts. In addition, since 2017, they have seen no increase in their income that 
would enable them to recover from this damage, or which would compensate for their debt repayments. Incomes obtained 
to date have been devoted to covering their food needs and, in some cases, to paying off debts acquired over these years. 
These households will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) during this first period. 
 
From October to January – with the start of the season of high demand for labor, the seasonal decline in the price of basic 
grains and an increase in reserves, from November onward, with the arrival of the new harvest – these households are 
expected to be able to cover their minimum calorie requirements until January. However, incomes over this period will be 
below average, due to the low production and low price of coffee, which provides an important source of employment during 
these months. The poorest households will therefore be able to meet their minimum food requirements but will not be able 
to cover basic non-food costs nor protect and/or recover their livelihoods without resorting to some unusual coping 
strategies. In addition to the problems arising from previous crises, there is a considerable decline in incomes this year, which 
may hinder the recovery of assets and livelihoods. It will also leave these groups vulnerable to having to resort to loans once 
more, which will erode their purchasing power in the short and medium term. Some households will see an improvement in 
their food security but those dependent on coffee, especially in Huehuetenango, will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from 
October until the end of the period under analysis. 

Areas close to the Fuego volcano in Escuintla, Chimaltenango and Sacatepéquez  

Current Situation  

The violent eruption of the Fuego volcano on June 3 left more than 12,000 people displaced and some 3,600 in shelters. 
Those in shelters will have food security while they remain there. According to the Government’s recovery plan, these 
households will be relocated to transitional shelters and steps will be taken to re-establish their livelihoods. However, there 
are other people living around the volcano who were also affected by falling ash and tephra, causing damage to crops 
including basic grains, coffee, fruit and vegetables. According to a joint evaluation by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), some 17,000 agricultural families were affected in some way, and 
a decline in the demand for casual labor was also noted, particularly in the horticultural sector, due to the damage. Given the 
short production cycle of these crops, agricultural and employment activity is expected to recover in around the next three 
months. However, agricultural damage in general means lower incomes and, in the case of maize production, a decline in the 
availability of food for affected households from September/October onward in Escuintla and November/December onward 
in other areas, when this year’s harvest should have been ready. The next harvest will not be until February/March in 
Escuintla, although for areas located in Chimaltenango and Sacatepéquez it will be in November/December. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) plans to support part of this population for three months with coupons that can be exchanged for food.  

In addition, mudflows – caused by a combination of the volcanic matter deposited around the volcano and the strong rainfall 
occurring in the area – have resulted in reduced access to and from the communities, making trade difficult. Given the high 
volume of matter and the fact that the volcano is constantly active and that the rainy season does not end until October, it is 
predicted that further mudflows of varying sizes will continue, making it difficult for the population to access food and other 
basic services.  

As interventions to support these households over the coming months have not yet been defined, they will probably find 
themselves in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) during the period covered by this outlook. Households being supported by WFP will be 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2!).  
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

Table 1. Possible events over the next eight months that could change the most-likely scenario.  

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

East Rains during the Postrera 
season are irregular, but 
above the lowest overall 
forecasts.  

The Postrera bean harvest would be below average, which may mean 
less availability of grain for producer households and also a decline in 
incomes from the sale of part of their harvest. This would have the 
potential to reduce food consumption and could force these families to 
take on additional debt, thereby preventing the affected households 
from recovering their response capacity. 

The whole 
country 

Direct or indirect impact of a 
tropical cyclone 

The effect of a tropical cyclone on food security would depend on its 
size, timing and location. However, it would have the potential to 
cause losses to infrastructure, human life and crops.  

West 
Cumulative rainfall during the 
May-July period is well above 
average but its distribution is 
highly irregular, regardless of 
overall averages. 

This could result in crop losses, which would reduce the food reserves 
of producer households and the availability of food. 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable 
responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at 
a most likely scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

