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lllustratinghe extent and severity of the 20&%lrought

A severe droughtelated to El Nio, is ongoing across the Southern Africa regifins drought has limited crop production and exacerbated
the curent lean season. While April/May harvests will provide some temporary feliefinsecurity during the 2016/17 consumption year is
expected to be sever®his report presents a&ges of maps which illustrate the extent and the severity of the drought as well as its impacts on
water availability, crop andangelandconditions food pricesand food security. For a more detailed narrativel analysis of the droug@
current and epected impacts on food security, please wisitv.fews.net/south
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surplus producing areamnd are spatially generalized for presentation and caldutepurposes

This map illustrates how rainfall betwed&dctober2015 and February 201deviated from the 198-2011 average across the
Southern Africa Region. During this peripdainfall was less than 75 percent o&verage acrossnost of Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland, Lesotho, and South Africa as well as significant portions of MalabiaAngola,
and MadagascarThe major agricultural season for Southern Africa runs from October/November throughafgrithis
abnormal dryness hmoccurred in many important cropping areas.
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Map 2.Dryness rank of current seaswaithin 1981/822015/16 period
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surplus producing areand are spatially generalized for presentation and calculation purposes
This map highligistareas where the current season has been one of the five dreeans in the past 35 years. Large areas of
central and southern MozambiqusputhernMalawi, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Lesotho, southern Angola, northern DRC, and
western Madagascar have experieddbe driest or second driest year on record. Smaller afd$amibia, Zambia, Botswana,
southern Madagascaagnd Swaziland have also experienced historic dryness.
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Map 3.Areas which have received two consecutive years of belegrage rainfal{2014/15 and 2015/16)
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This maphighlights areas of the region which have received two consecutive years of atypically poor rainfatiolBuest

areas have experienced two consecutive years of moderate drojggfined as a Standardized Precipitation Index [SPI]-of <

0.8) or worse. Orange areas have received two consecutive years of abnormal dryness (defined as an039)| afworse.

The fact that last year was also dry in many areas is exacerbating thk i@ a 2F GKA& &SIk NRa RNRc
pasture/forage regrowth, and water availability.

Note that the map above does not fully illustrate the likely impact of the two poor seasons on crop production. This $& becau
in some areas, like Zimbabweentral Mozambiquesouthern Malawjand parts of southern Zamhid014/15 rainfallwas near
normal but the distribution of this rainfall over the season was so poor that crops were negatively affected.
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