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SOMALIA Rain Watch November  13, 2011  
 

FEWS NET will publish a Rain Watch for Somalia every dekad through the end of the current Deyr (October-December) rainy season.  The purpose 

of this document is to provide updated information on the progress of the Deyr rains to facilitate contingency and response planning.  This Somalia 

Rain Watch is valid through November 20, 2011 and is produced in collaboration with USGS, the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) 
Somalia, a number of other agencies, and several Somali NGOs. 

  

                      Moderate to heavy rains fall in the south, central and parts of the north. 
 

During the first dekad of November (1‐10), substantial deyr rainfall was received across most of the south and in parts of 
the central and northern regions (Figure 1) with some areas, including parts of Bay, Shabelle and Juba regions, reporting 
localized floods. Conversely, most parts of Bari region and the Coastal Deeh livelihood zone recorded little or no rains. 
 
In the north, most zones of Sool and Nugal regions received moderate to heavy rains with localized areas of Sool Plateau of 
Sanag region receiving light to moderate rains. However, field reports indicate that most of Togdher region was dry during 
the reporting period, contrary to satellite-derived rainfall estimates. In addition, most livelihood zones of Bari region, Upper 
Nugal Valley of Aynabo, and El-afweyn districts also remained dry. Where precipitations has fallen, it has significantly 
improved water and pasture conditions. 
 
Light to moderate intensity rains have continued in most areas of drought affected Hiran, Galgadud and Mudug regions 
including the Hawd, Addun, Cowpea Belt and Coastal livelihood zones.  As a result, both pasture and water availability have 
improved and are expected to support improved animal body conditions. Cowpea and sorghum crops were also reported to 
have shown some improvement with these rains. However, rural areas of Dhusamareb district have reported poor rainfall 
performance. 
 
In the southern agricultural regions, rains continued to perform well in terms of frequency, intensity, and total amount. For 
example, rain  gauge stations  in  Qansahdere  and  Baidoa    recorded  105 mm  and  169 mm  of  rainfall  with four to five 
rainy  days,  while   Jamame (Lower Juba ) recorded 101 mm with four rainy days . November 1-10 rainfall, when compared 
to the long term average, confirms  that  rainfall  performance  thus   far  is  largely  normal in most of the south (Figure 2)  
Rains were beneficial to most  agropastoral, pastoral and riverine livelihoods. Browse improved in all traditional grazing 
areas in the south for browsing animals, but for grasses it will take four to five weeks to regenerate fully. Water availability 
has also improved, especially in the rain dependent regions.  These rains have also contributed to enhanced livestock body 
conditions and improved condition of standing crops. 
 
Reports from key informants indicate river flooding into Dheshek farms in Sakow and Jilib districts (Middle Juba) damaging 
standing crops and isolating villages. In addition, torrential rainfall on 9th of November wiped out germinated crops in 
various high potential cropping zones in Baidoa, Dinsor and Qansahdere districts, forcing farmers to replant crops. Flash 
flood also affected some sections of Wanlaweyn (Lower Shabelle) and flooded food stores in Baidoa and Qansahdere towns 
(Bay). Heavy rainfall has also hampered feeder road networks and as a result, inter-village and main market connections 
have been cut off, leading to reduced food supplies into remote markets. 
 
Heavy rains have occurred in both the highlands and southern zones of Somali region in Ethiopia increasing river levels. 
Both Juba and Shabelle river levels are therefore expected to increase and cause further flood damage in the flood prone 
areas. 
 
Although recent rains continue to improve rangeland resources and have been near average, especially in most of the 
south (Figure 3), current vegetation levels are sparse when compared to historical average in many parts of the country.  
The seven day rainfall forecast (Figure 4) indicates moderate rainfall amounts in southern Somalia and upper catchment of 
Juba basin in Ethiopia. Parts of Central, northeast and northwest regions will likely to experience light showers.  

 

For more rain gauge data please contact hdro@faoswalim.org or visit http://www.faoswalim.org. 
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Figure 1: Cumulative rainfall estimate (mm), Nov 1-10 

2011 

 

Figure 2: Percent of normal rainfall Nov 1-10 2011 

 
 

Figure 3. E MODIS NDVI  Nov 1-10 2011 

 

 

Figure 4. Seven day precipitation forecast valid up to  

November 20,  2011 

 
 

 
  

Sources: FEWS NET/NOAA/ CPC 

 


