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EAST AFRICA: Northern Sector Rain Watch September 21, 2012 
 

Continued above-average rains could interfere with forthcoming harvests  
 

 

The cumulative rainfall performance to date for the June to 
September rains has been average to above average across 
northern and western sectors of the East Africa region, except in 
the western parts of Ethiopia that received 50 to 75 percent of 
average rainfall (Figure 1). The rains have been mostly above-
average since mid-August with reported incidences of floods and 
fatalities in recent weeks. In Sudan, it is estimated that over 
240,000 people were affected by floods, particularly in Kassala, 
central Darfur, Gadaref, South Kordofan, South Darfur, Sinar, 
White Nile, North Darfur and Khartoum states. By the third week 
of September, the water level of the main rivers in Sudan started 
descending, in line with seasonal trends, with the exception of 
Dinder River in Sinar state, where recent floods affected over 
6,500 houses in more than 40 villages along the river.  Similarly, 
western and central parts of South Sudan, the western Ethiopian 
highlands, and western Eritrea have also been affected by the 
floods.  In addition, there are concerns that the well above-normal 
rains could interfere with crop harvests in parts of the Ethiopian 
highlands, South Sudan and Sudan if they continue atypically into 
next month. 
 
Crop yield prospects remain generally favorable for the main long-
rains cropping areas of Kenya, Uganda and parts of Rwanda, 
following the good seasonal performance. The June to September 
cropping season has also improved in most of Ethiopia, Sudan and 
South Sudan, despite the delayed start and frequent heavy rains in 
these countries in the past month (Figure 2).  
 
Moderate to heavy rains are forecast to continue over western 
parts of Ethiopia, eastern and central parts of South Sudan, central 
parts of Somalia, and areas surrounding Lake Victoria (Figure 3). 
Most of these areas have already experienced flooding, and the 
risk remains for additional flooding.  
 
The flood risk map (Figure 4) delineates areas that are both at risk 
of flooding and have experienced floods in the past week. Areas 
that experienced flooding include South Darfur of Sudan and Bahr 
Ghazal, Warrap, Unity and Jonglei states of South Sudan. Areas at 
risk of further flooding include western Eritrea, western Uganda 
and northwestern Kenya, southeastern parts of South Sudan bordering Kenya. 
  
 
 
 

Figure 1.Percent of Normal RFE: 1 June – 10 

September, 2012 

 
Source: USGS/FEWSNET 

 
 

Figure 2. WRSI (Crop condition) Anomalies 

compared to average as of 10 September,  2012 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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Figure 3. Two week forecast valid up to 1 October 2012 

 

          Figure 4. Flood Risk as of 10 Sept.  2012   

 
Source: Source: NOAA/CPC Source: Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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