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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch March 23, 2011  
 

FEWS NET will publish a Rain Watch for the East Africa region every 10 days through the end of the March-June rainy season, with a special focus 

on ongoing crisis areas in the region.  Its purpose is to assess the progress of the season and the potential impacts on food insecurity, which is 

currently at high or extreme levels in several areas.   
 

Eastern Horn forecast poor; onset of Belg rains already late/erratic 
 
The March to May (MAM) rains are important in the following key cropping 
areas: (i) the highly populated belg (second season) cropping areas of 
Ethiopia; (ii) the rift valley, western, central and coastal areas of Kenya where 
long rains harvests account for 90 percent of annual production; (iii) the 
south and central areas of Somalia where Gu season harvests account for 60 
percent of annual production; (iv) northern Masika rain dependent areas of 
Tanzania; (v) north and central Uganda, and (vi) long cycle meher (main 
season) crops in Ethiopia which are planted during the March-May season. 
The rains are also important for regeneration of rangeland resources in 
pastoral areas of the eastern Horn and the Karamoja and Kapchorwa pastoral 
livelihood zones of northern Uganda. The agro-pastoral and pastoral 
livelihood zones of northeastern and northwestern Kenya, Somali and 
Oromia regions of Ethiopia, and central Somalia are especially dependant on 
these rains (Figure 1). 
 
The MAM seasonal rainfall forecast was indicative of a favorable agricultural 
season with a likelihood of normal to above normal rainfall performance over 
key agriculture areas in western Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Tanzania. However, the eastern sector and belg areas are likely to receive 
average to below average rainfall. Households in this part of the region are 
already facing high and extreme levels of food insecurity, partly due to an 
ongoing drought and even if the MAM rains are average, food security is 
expected to remain critical through at least June 2011. A poor season could 
result in a major crisis. Therefore, these areas require especially close 
monitoring over the coming months. 
 
Through the second dekad of March, moderate to heavy rains (25-100mm) 
have marked the onset of the 2011 MAM season across much of western and 
central Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, and Rwanda. However, the rains are yet to 
be established in the eastern sector of the region, including in Somalia and 
parts of eastern Kenya (Figures 2, 3, and 5). There has also been a significant 
delay and erratic performance of the belg season rainfall in Ethiopia. These 
inadequate rains have not only affected key staple crops that were planted in 
January/February in the northeastern belg areas but also the sweet potato 
crop in the south. Sweet potatoes are an important lean season crop 
between March and June, after which harvesting of other staples begins. 
 
Though better-off farmers in belg areas have replanted, this is not an option 
for poorer households who will likely face reduced harvests. Therefore, it will 
be important to closely monitor and assess the cropped acreage and overall 

Figure 1.  March-May rainfall 
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Figure 2: Percent of normal precipitation: 

March 1-21, 2011 (RFE) 
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crop performance in the belg crop producing SNNPR, the northeastern highlands and parts of eastern Oromia. 
The GFS 7 day rainfall forecast suggests that heavy rains are expected to continue this week in the western sector of the 
region (Figure 4), with moderate flood risk in Rwanda, Burundi and southern Tanzania. It is also expected that the rains will 
gradually spread as light to moderate rains into parts of southeastern and northeastern Kenya and central Somalia. The 
complete establishment of these seasonal rains is expected to occur in late March/early April. 
 
Figure 3: Rainfall Anomaly (mm): March 1-21, 2011 (RFE) 

 
Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 

Figure 4.   GFS Forecast Rainfall (mm): 21-28 March, 2011 
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Figure 5. Maximum Consecutive Dry Days and Dry Days Anomaly 

 
Source: FEWS NET/USGS 

 


